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Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration
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DRAFT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
MISTLETOE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROJECT

Project Title/Purpose Mistletoe Elementary School Project
Lead Agency: Enterprise Elementary School District
Project Proponent: Enterprise Elementary School District
Project Location: The Project site is located on three parcels at 1225 Mistletoe Lane and

1186 and 1220 Del Monte Street in east-central Redding. (Figure 1. Project
Vicinity and Figure 2. Site Location). The Project is located in Section 5 of
Township 31 North, Range 04 West, (Mount Diablo Base and Meridian).
The Project’s location is identified as Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs)
067-350-038, 067-120-038, and 067-120-040. The approximate center of
the site is located at latitude 40°34'34" N and longitude 122°20'58" W.

Project Description: The Proposed Project is for the construction of a gymnasium, operations
and maintenance building, an athletic field, bus parking area and a new
drive aisle between the existing Mistletoe Elementary School driveway
and Del Monte Street (which are currently not connected). This new drive
aisle will allow for better site circulation during drop-off and pick-up
times for the school students.

Public Review Period: To be determined

Mitigation Measures Incorporated into the Project to Avoid Significant Effects:
AES-1: Reflective Surfaces

Bare metallic or otherwise reflective surfaces such as large expanses of windows, non-finished
metal roofs, light poles, pipes, vents, gutters, and flashings shall have a non-reflective finish or be

concealed from view.

Timing/Implementation: To be incorporated as part of Project building design and during
construction and operation of the Proposed Project.

Enforcement/Monitoring: Enterprise Elementary School District

BIO-1: Special-Status Plant Species

Due to the disturbed nature of most of the Project site, the potential for occurrence of special-status
plants is significantly reduced. The intermittent drainage and potentially the marsh represent marginally
suitable habitat for watershield and Sanford's arrowhead. The intermittent drainage may serve as suitable
habitat for the silky cryptantha, which also has potential to occur in the marsh.
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In order to minimize potential impacts to special-status plants the following measures shall be
implemented:

If there are proposed impacts for the intermittent drainage and marsh, perform focused plant
surveys according to USFWS, CDFW, and CNPS protocol. Surveys shall be timed according to the
blooming period for target species and known reference populations, if available, and/or local
herbaria shall be visited prior to surveys to confirm the appropriate phenological state of the
target species. The USFWS generally considers plant survey results valid for approximately three
years.

If special-status plant species are found, avoidance zones shall be established around plants to
clearly demarcate areas for avoidance. Avoidance measures and buffer distances may vary
between species and the specific avoidance zone distance shall be determined in coordination
with appropriate resource agencies (CDFW and USFWS).

If special-status plant species are found within the Project site and avoidance of the species is not
possible, additional measures such as seed collection and/or translocation shall be developed in
consultation with the appropriate agencies.

If no special-status plants are found, no further measures pertaining to special-status plants are
necessary.

If no impacts are proposed for the intermittent drainage and marsh, a plant survey is not required.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to commencement of construction and during
construction

Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project
construction lead

BIO-2: Special-Status and Migratory Bird Treaty Act Birds

The Project site provides nesting habitat for several common birds protected under the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and California Department of Fish and Game (CFG) code. impacts to
nesting special-status and MBTA-protected birds could be considered significant. As such, to
ensure that there are no impacts to protected special-status birds, including their eggs and active
nests, the following mitigation measures are recommended:

A qualified biologist shall conduct a pre-construction nesting bird survey of all suitable habitat on
the Project site within 14 days prior to the commencement of construction during the nesting
season (February 1 - August 31). Surveys should be conducted within 300 feet of the Project site
for nesting raptors, and 100 feet of the Project site for nesting songbirds. If active nests are found,
a no-disturbance buffer around the nest shall be established. The buffer distance shall be
established by a biologist in consultation with CDFW or the CEQA lead agency. The buffer shall be
maintained until the fledglings are capable of flight and become independent of the nest tree, to
be determined by a qualified biologist. Once the young are independent of the nest, no further
measures are necessary. Pre-construction nesting surveys are not required for construction
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activity outside the nesting season. Impacts to foraging/wintering habitat of non-listed birds
protected under the MBTA are typically considered less than significant.

Timing/Implementation. Prior to commencement of construction and during
construction
Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project

construction lead

BIO-3: Special- Status Mammals

The Project has potential to impact roosting pallid bat and western red bat. To prevent significant
impacts to these species, the following mitigation measures shall be performed:

Prior to any disturbances to the trees, a qualified biologist will conduct a preconstruction survey
within seven days of tree disturbance activities to determine the presence of roosting bats.

If roosting bats are found within the trees, a qualified biologist shall determine what types of
roosts are present. If non-maternity and non-hibernaculum day or night roosts are present, a
qualified biologist will use safe eviction methods to remove bats if direct impacts to these roosts
cannot be avoided. If a winter hibernaculum or maternity roost is present, impacts to the resource
(e.g., tree) may not occur until the bats have vacated or are safely evicted using methods
acceptable to CDFW.

If no roosting bats are found during the preconstruction survey, no further measures are

recommended.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to commencement of construction and during
construction

Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project

construction lead
BlO-4: Intermittent Drainage or Riparian Vegetation

No construction work is anticipated to penetrate the area adjacent to the intermittent drainage
located on the Project site. If, however, construction results in work within the intermittent
drainage or riparian vegetation, then a 1602 streambed alteration notification shall be prepared.
The Project applicant shall then ensure that a CDFW 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement has
been obtained prior to the approval of grading and improvement plans and before any
groundbreaking activity associated with the Project site. The construction contractor shall adhere
to all conditions outlined in the Streambed Alteration Agreement.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to commencement of construction

Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project
construction lead
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BIO-5: Aquatic Resources/Potential Waters of the U.S.

CUL-1:

The Project has the potential to impact 0.565 acre of potential Waters of the U.S. To mitigate this
impact during construction, hi-visibility silt fencing and straw wattles shall be placed, at a distance
determined by a qualified biologist, from the edge of the wetland in order to protect the wetland.

If it is determined that construction may penetrate the wetland feature, an aquatic resources
delineation shall be prepared by a qualified biologist according to United States Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) standards. If no aquatic resources are identified, no further action is needed.

If any direct impacts to jurisdictional features are proposed, a permit authorization to fill wetlands
under the Section 404 of the federal CWA (Section 404 Permit) shall be obtained from USACE
prior to discharging any dredged or fill materials into any Waters of the U.S. Mitigation measures
shall be developed as part of the Section 404 Permit to ensure no net loss of wetland function
and values. An application for a Section 404 Permit for the Project shall be prepared and
submitted to USACE, and shall include direct, avoided, and preserved acreages to Waters of the
U.S. Mitigation for impacts to Waters of the U.S. within the Project Area is recommended at a 1:1
ratio for direct impacts, however final mitigation requirements shall be developed in consultation
with USACE.

A Water Quality Certification or waiver pursuant to Section 401 of the CWA shall be obtained for
Section 404 permit actions.

If the aquatic resources are determined to be non-USACE jurisdictional, a Waste Discharge
Requirement under the California Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act may be required for
discharge into Waters of the State. The need for a Waste Discharge Requirement shall be
determined through consultation with the California State Water Resources Control Board.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to commencement of construction

Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project
construction lead

Cultural Resource Discovery

If subsurface deposits believed to be cultural or human in origin are discovered during
construction, all work must halt within a 100-foot radius of the discovery. A qualified professional
archaeologist, meeting the Secretary of the Interior’'s Professional Qualification Standards for pre-
contact and historic archaeologist, shall be retained by Enterprise Elementary School District to
evaluate the significance of the find, and shall have the authority to modify the no-work radius as
appropriate, using professional judgment. The following notifications shall apply, depending on
the nature of the find:

= |f the professional archaeologist determines that the find does not represent a cultural
resource, work may resume immediately and no agency notifications are required.

= |f the professional archaeologist determines that the find does represent a cultural resource
from any time period or cultural affiliation, he or she shall immediately notify the Enterprise
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Elementary School District, the lead federal agency, and applicable landowner. The agencies
shall consult on a finding of eligibility and implement appropriate treatment measures, if the
find is determined to be a Historical Resource under CEQA, as defined in Section 15064.5(a) of
the CEQA Guidelines. Work may not resume within the no-work radius until the lead agencies,
through consultation as appropriate, determine that the site either: 1) is not a Historical
Resource under CEQA, as defined in Section 15064.5(a) of the CEQA Guidelines; or 2) that the
treatment measures have been completed to their satisfaction.

= |f the find includes human remains, or remains that are potentially human, he or she shall
ensure reasonable protection measures are taken to protect the discovery from disturbance
(AB 2641). The archaeologist shall notify the Shasta County Coroner (per § 7050.5 of the
Health and Safety Code). The provisions of § 7050.5 of the California Health and Safety Code,
§ 5097.98 of the California PRC, and AB 2641 will be implemented. If the Coroner determines
the remains are Native American and not the result of a crime scene, the Coroner will notify
the NAHC, which then will designate a Native American Most Likely Descendant (MLD) for the
project (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). The designated MLD will have 48 hours from the time access
to the property is granted to make recommendations concerning treatment of the remains. If
the landowner does not agree with the recommendations of the MLD, the NAHC can mediate
(§ 5097.94 of the PRQ). If no agreement is reached, the landowner must rebury the remains
where they will not be further disturbed (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). This will also include either
recording the site with the NAHC or the appropriate Information Center; using an open space
or conservation zoning designation or easement; or recording a reinternment document with
the county in which the property is located (AB 2641). Work may not resume within the no-
work radius until the lead agencies, through consultation as appropriate, determine that the
treatment measures have been completed to their satisfaction.

Timing/Implementation: During construction

Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project
construction lead

GEO-1: Paleontological or Sensitive Geologic Resource Discovery

If paleontological or other geologically sensitive resources are identified during any phase of
Project development, the construction manager shall cease operation at the site of the discovery
and immediately notify Enterprise Elementary School District. Enterprise Elementary School
District shall retain a qualified paleontologist to provide an evaluation of the find and to prescribe
mitigation measures to reduce impacts to a less-than-significant level. In considering any
suggested mitigation proposed by the consulting paleontologist, Shasta County shall determine
whether avoidance is necessary and feasible in light of factors such as the nature of the find,
project design, costs, land use assumptions, and other considerations. If avoidance is unnecessary
or infeasible, other appropriate measures (e.g., data recovery) shall be instituted. Work may
proceed on other parts of the Project site while mitigation for paleontological resources is carried

out.

Timing/Implementation. During construction
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Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project
construction lead

HAZ-1: Hazardous Materials Evaluation

Prior to commencement of construction, the Project site and potentially affected adjacent area, as
determined by the DTSC, shall undergo a Preliminary Environmental Assessment (PEA). The PEA
shall include evaluation of those areas identified in the DTSC letter addressed to EESD on
December 19, 2019 (included in Appendix F). As identified in the letter, the potential sources of
hazardous material that must be investigated for completion of the PEA are as follows: fill material
from an unknown source area, naturally occurring asbestos, and potential off-site sources of
hazardous material that must be addressed per California Code of Regulations, section 69104(d).
If hazardous materials are identified that may have a significant environmental impact,
compliance with all mitigation measures included in the PEA is required.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to commencement of construction and during
construction
Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District, Project construction

lead, and the DTSC
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SECTION 1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 Summary

Project Title: Mistletoe Elementary School Project

Enterprise Elementary School District (EESD)
Lead Agency Name and Address: 1155 Mistletoe Lane

Redding, CA 96002

Lead Agency Contact Person and Brian Winstead, Superintendent,

Phone Number: . .
Enterprise Elementary School District

(530) 224-4100

Project Owner Enterprise Elementary School District

. . The Project site is located on three parcels at 1225
Project Location: Mistletoe Lane and 1186 and 1220 Del Monte Street in

east-central Redding. (Figure 1. Project Vicinity and Figure
2. Site Location). The Project is located in Section 5 of
Township 31 North, Range 04 West, (Mount Diablo Base
and Meridian). It is also known as Assessor’s Parcel
Numbers (APNs) 067-350-038, 067-120-038, and 067-120-
040. The approximate center of the site is located at
latitude 40°34'34" N and longitude 122°20'58" W.

e 1 Parcel: Public Facilities or Institutional (PF-1) (APN
067-350-038)

e 2 parcels: Residential 10 to 20 Dwelling Units Per Acre
(10-20) (APNs 067-120-038 and 067-120-040)

General Plan Designation:

e 1 Parcel: Public Facility (PF) (APN 067-350-038)
e 2 parcels: Residential Multiple-Family 15 units per acre
(RM-15) (APNs 067-120-038 and 067-120-040)

Zoning:

1.2 Introduction

The Enterprise Elementary School District (EESD) is the Lead Agency for this Initial Study Mitigated
Negative Declaration (IS/MND), which has been prepared to identify and assess the anticipated
environmental impacts of the Mistletoe Elementary School Project (Project or Proposed Project) and
mitigate potentially significant environmental effects. This document has been prepared to satisfy the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resource Code [PRC], § 21000 et seq.) and State CEQA
Guidelines (14 California Code of Regulations [CCR] 15000 et seq.). CEQA requires that all state and local
government agencies consider the environmental consequences of Projects over which they have
discretionary authority before acting on those Projects. A CEQA IS/MND is generally used to determine
the potentially significant environmental affects and mitigate those to be less than significant.
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1.3  Project Location and Surrounding Land Uses

The Project site consists of three parcels located at 1225 Mistletoe Lane and 1186 and 1220 Del Monte
Street in east-central Redding. As illustrated in Figure 1. Regional Location and Figure 2. Site Location
maps, the Proposed Project is located directly south of the existing Mistletoe Elementary School and
adjacent to one of the Shasta Head Start Child Development facilities. Adjacent landscape features and
uses include a small intermittent drainage channel and single family homes to the east, an HVAC repair
service and storage yard, a small light industrial complex, offices, and Grocery Outlet Store to the south,
the Shasta Head Start facility and homes to the west, and Mistletoe Elementary School and EESD offices to
the north. There is also vacant land southeast of the Project site. See Figure 3. Surrounding Uses.

1.4  Environmental Setting

The Proposed Project is located in the east-central portion of the City of Redding in a mostly developed
area. The site is zoned Public Facility (PF) and Residential Multiple-Family 15 units per acre (RM-15). The
environmental setting is characterized by urban and commercial development. Located directly to the
north of the Proposed Project site is the existing Mistletoe Elementary School. The parcel located directly
to the south of the Project site is developed for commercial use, but undeveloped land exists further to
the south and southeast. To the west, the landscape is dominated by commercial development. The
landscape is dominated by urban development to the north and east.

The Project site is located in the shadow of Mount Shasta, located approximately 100 miles north. The
region’s climate is characterized as Mediterranean, with cool, wet winters and hot, dry summers. The
native vegetation community is described as follows: The annual grassland appears to have been
historically disturbed and consists of predominantly non-native plants, including wild oats, yellow star-
thistle, small flowered fiddleneck, and English plantain. Scattered trees found in the annual grassland
included interior live oak, blue oak, valley oak, and grey pine. The riparian corridor contains a dense
understory of Himalayan blackberry, with hairy vetch, broad-leaf cattail, and tall flatsedge, and a semi-
open overstory of arroyo willow, sandbar willow, Fremont’s cottonwood, and oak trees (ECORP
Consulting, Inc. 2020)

The site is mostly vacant grassland with a sparse covering of native oak trees and bushes. Some of the
Proposed Project will be located on the southwest end of the existing Mistletoe Elementary school site, in
an area that is currently undeveloped. Elevation of the site ranges from 556 to 558 feet above mean sea
level (AMSL). An intermittent drainage exists on the east side of the Project site.
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SECTION 2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1  Project Description

The Proposed Project is for the construction of a gymnasium, an athletic field, vehicle parking areas and
drive isle for the Mistletoe Elementary School, and an operations and maintenance (O & M) building and
bus parking area for school district operations. The new drive isle will be constructed between the existing
Mistletoe Elementary School driveway and Del Monte Street (which are currently not connected). This new
drive aisle will allow for better site circulation during drop-off and pick-up times for the school students.
The Proposed Project would not increase student capacity at the school.

The Project would occur on three parcels totaling approximately five acres adjacent to Del Monte Street in
the City of Redding. Of the approximately five-acre Project site, one acre is on the southwestern end of
the existing Mistletoe school site. This area will be used for the new gymnasium and related parking lot.
The remaining Project elements will be located on the two newly acquired parcels (See Figure 4. Site Plan
for specific location of these new uses).

The approximate square footage of the new construction is summarized in Table 2.7-1 below.

Table 2.1-1. Approximate Size of the Proposed Project Components

Project Component Size (sq. ft.)
Gymnasium 12,250
O&M Building 11,000
Athletic Field 76,000
Paved areas (parking and drive areas) 47,000

During operation, the components of the Proposed Projects will be utilized for typical school operation.
The athletic field will be utilized in intervals of one hour or less five times per day for physical education
classes and two times per day for recess during school hours. Outside of school hours, the soccer field

and baseball field will each be used daily for two hours of practice or games, with an anticipated
attendance of 25 individuals. The school gymnasium will be used for school-related sports practice and
events before and after school hours. The O&M building is the location where school vehicles, including
trucks, vans, trailers, and mowers, will be stored. This building will also be a multi-purpose storage area for
cold food, tools and materials, and files which need to be stored long-term. This building is also the
"home base” for bus drivers and school maintenance workers.

The school owns nine buses that pick up students between 6:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. and drop off students
between 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.

2.1.1 Construction and Timing

The Project is anticipated to be constructed over a two-year period. The following is the anticipated
construction schedule:
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1. Spring / Summer 2020: Grading for the new soccer field, the gym pad, gym parking area, O&M
building pad, bus parking area, planting and irrigation for the new athletic field;
e Grading for the entire Project is anticipated to last for two weeks. 8,000 cubic yards of cut
and 8,000 cubic yards of fill will result from the planned balanced grading operation and
no import or export of soil will result.

2. Summer 2020: Paving, drainage and utilities for the new drive aisle and parking from Del Monte
to the existing Mistletoe School drive aisle;
e 47,000 square feet of area will be paved over a period of 16 hours to construct the pick-
up and drop-off drive isle. Subsurface water detention using perforated storm drainpipes
and rock pockets will be constructed.

3. Summer / Fall 2020: Development of the O&M building and the bus parking area;
e The bus parking area will be paved and complete in four weeks and the O&M building
construction will occur over four months. The construction of both will overlap.
4. Summer 2021: Development of a new gym and parking.
e The new parking area will be paved and complete in four weeks and the gym building will
be constructed in six months. The construction of both will overlap.

2.2  Regulatory Requirements, Permits, and Approvals

The following approvals and regulatory permits would be required for implementation of the Proposed
Project.

2.2.1 Lead Agency Approval

EESD is the lead agency for the Proposed Project. In order to approve the Proposed Project, the EESD
Board of Education (Board) must first adopt the IS/MND, approve the Proposed Project, and file a Notice
of Determination within five working days. The Board will consider the information contained in the
IS/MND in making its decision to approve or deny the proposed project. The IS/MND is intended to
disclose to the public the Proposed Project’s details, analyses of the Proposed Project’s potential
environment impacts, and identification of feasible mitigation that will reduce potentially significant
impacts to less than significant levels.

Other agency approvals include the following:
Construction general permit from the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)

Project plan approval from the California Department of Education, School Facilities Planning
Division

Project plan approval from the California Department of General Services, Division of the State
Architect
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Other agency approvals include the following:

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board

The Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) typically requires that a Construction General Permit
be obtained for projects that disturb more than one acre of soil. Typical conditions issued with such a
permit include the submittal of and adherence to a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP), as well
as prohibitions on the release of oils, grease, or other hazardous materials.

Shasta County Air Quality Management District

The Proposed Project is located in an area under the jurisdiction of the Shasta County Air Quality
Management District (SCAQMD). The Project applicant will be required to obtain the district's approval of
a dust control plan prior to any soil-disturbing activities on the site, as well as an Authority to Construct
and a Permit to Operate.

2.2.2 Relationship of Project to Other Plans and Projects

City of Redding General Plan

The City of Redding 2000-2020 General Plan is the primary document governing land use development in
the City. The City of Redding General Plan consists of ten individual Elements. These Elements: Air Quality,
Community Development and Design, Economic Development, Health and Safety, Housing, Natural
Resources, Noise, Public Facilities and Services, Recreation, and Transportation were adopted on October
3, 2000; with the exception of the Housing Element, which was most recently adopted on May 20, 2014.
The General Plan has seen various revisions to some of the Elements since the original adoption date. The
General Plan includes numerous goals and policies pertaining to land use, circulation, housing, parks,
public facilities and services, open space, cultural resources and historic preservation, safety, energy, and
noise.

Public schools in the state of California are considered state property and are therefore not subject to a
local jurisdiction’s general plan. However, as a matter of practice, EESD abides by the Redding General
Plan goals and policies in the development and implementation of new projects within the district's
facilities.

City of Redding Zoning Ordinance

The City of Redding Zoning Ordinance is codified as Title 18 of the Redding Municipal Code. The purpose
of this title is to promote the public health, safety, and welfare of the City and to provide the economic
and social advantages, which result from an orderly, planned use of the environment. The Zoning
Ordinance implements the City's General Plan and Specific Plans, and establishes regulations governing
the use, placement, spacing, and size of land and buildings. The Zoning Ordinance also describes various
permits available through the Planning Division, when they are needed, and the process for obtaining
permits.
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2.2.3 Consultation with California Native American Tribe(s)

Assembly Bill (AB) 52 requires that prior to the release of a CEQA document for a project, an agency begin
consultation with a California Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the
geographic area of the Proposed Project if: (1) the California Native American tribe requested to the lead
agency, in writing, to be informed by the Lead Agency through formal notification of proposed projects in
the geographic area that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the tribe and (2) the California Native
American tribe responds in writing, within 30 days of receipt of the formal notification, and requests the
consultation. EESD has not received any Native American formal consultation requests. Further
information on potential Tribal Cultural Resources in the Project area is provided in Section 4.18 of this
IS/MND.
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SECTION 3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED
AND DETERMINATION

Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least
one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

E Aesthetics [:I Greenhouse Gas Emissions |:| Public Services

|:| Agriculture and Forestry Resources IZI Hazards/Hazardous Materials |:| Recreation

O air Quality O Hydrology/Water Quality O Transportation

& Biological Resources |:| Land Use and Planning m Tribal Cultural Resources

|Z Cultural Resources |:| Mineral Resources D Utilities and Service Systems

|:| Energy D Noise |:| Wildfire

X Geology and Soils | Population and Housing XI Mandatory Findings of Significance

Determination

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

| find that the Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE ]
DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that although the Project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not _
be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed X
to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the Project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL ]
IMPACT REPORT is required.

| find that the Project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant unless
mitigated” impact on the environment but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in

an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by O
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to

be addressed.

| find that although the Project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated
pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation
measures that are impos&d upon the Prgject, nothing further is required.

A5 572

Brian Winstead, Date
Environmental Factors Potentially Affected 3-1 February 2020
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SECTION 4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST AND DISCUSSION

4.1 Aesthetics

4.1.1 Environmental Setting

The Project site is situated in a mostly developed area in the City of Redding. Distant views of the Coastal
Range and Mount Shasta can be seen from the site. However, these views are mostly obscured by
intervening buildings and vegetation.

The Redding General Plan identifies the Sacramento River a valuable scenic resource in the city as
identified in Goal CDD4 as follows:

"Protect and enhance the relationship between the city and the Sacramento River.”

Ridgelines to the west of the city are also considered scenic views and the General Plan includes Policy
CDD7A to protect these views. Policy CDD7A is as follows:

"Protect the visual integrity of prominent ridge lines that can be viewed from key public gathering
areas, the river, visitor destinations, and community gateways. ..."

Native oak trees are also identified as an aesthetic resource in the General Plan as clarified in Goal NR7:
"Recognize the aesthetic and biological Values of oak woodlands and other natural vegetation.”

The Project is located in the transition zone between the northern Sacramento Valley and the Cascade
foothills within a developed urban setting.

Visual Character of the Project Site

The site is mostly vacant grassland with a sparse covering of native oak trees and bushes. Elevation of the
site ranges from 556 to 558 feet above mean sea level (AMSL). An intermittently flowing drainage with
riparian vegetation is located on the east side of the Project site.

The environmental setting is characterized by urban and commercial development. Located directly to the
north of the Proposed Project site is the existing Mistletoe Elementary School. The parcel located directly
to the south is developed for commercial use, but undeveloped land exists further to the south and
southeast. To the west, the landscape is dominated by commercial development. The landscape is
dominated by urban development to the north and east. See Figure 1. Project Vicinity and Figure 2. Project
Location.

State Scenic Highways

The California Scenic Highway Program protects and enhances the scenic beauty of California’s highways
and adjacent corridors. A highway can be designated as scenic based on how much natural beauty can be
seen by users of the highway, the quality of the scenic landscape, and if development impacts the
enjoyment of the view. There are no officially designated state scenic highways within the City of Redding
(Caltrans 2019).
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Lighting

Individuals have a range of reactions to the perceived effects of lighting on the environment. As such,
whether light is obtrusive is generally based on perception, but is also a function of the actual amount of
light emitted from a source. The following are examples of light levels, expressed in foot-candles (fc)":

Direct sunlight - 10,000 Covered parking lot - 5
Full daylight - 1,000 Gas station canopy - 12.5
Twilight - 1 Department store - 40
Full moon - 0.1 Grocery store — 50

Typical nighttime street lighting requirements are one to three foot-candles, which is generally considered
to be unobtrusive. A typical example of glare effects is the car headlight. When viewed directly in front of
a vehicle with the headlights on full beam, vision is impaired, resulting in disabling glare. However, when
viewed from the side, the same headlights would not impair vision.

Spill Light

Spill light or light trespass is the light that illuminates surfaces beyond the property line. Typically, spill
lighting is from a more horizontal source such as streetlights and way-finding/security lighting than sky
glow, which emanates from a more vertical source into the atmosphere. Spill light can be accurately
calculated, and the effects of spill light can be measured for general understanding and comparison.
However, light that is considered to be obtrusive is a subject of debate. A spill light impact is generally
considered significant if the increase in spill lighting would exceed one foot-candle at the property line of
the nearest sensitive receptor, sky glow is perceptibly increased, or glare is at a level such that it impairs
vision.

Sky Glow

Sky glow is the light that illuminates the sky above the horizon and reflects off of moisture and other tiny
particles in the atmosphere. Sky glow would be considered a significant impact if it were a permanent
addition to the environment. Control features are available on the light sources to reduce sky glow and
glare from nighttime lighting. These control features direct light downward, thereby reducing the spill of
light that causes sky glow and reducing glare.

' Foot-candle (fc): A unit of measure of the intensity of light falling on a surface, equal to one lumen per square foot and originally
defined with reference to a standardized candle burning at one foot from a given surface. One fc = 0.01609696 watts. Source:
Engineering Toolbox, n.d.
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Glare

Glare can be described as direct or reflected light, which can then result in discomfort or disability. A well-
designed lighting system controls light to provide maximum useful on-field illumination with minimal
destructive offsite glare.

4.1.2 Aesthetics (I) Environmental Checklist and Discussion
Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
i Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic
Jista? [] [] X []

The City of Redding General Plan Community Design and Development Element includes goals and
policies establishing the importance of aesthetic qualities of the Sacramento River, the ridgelines to the
west of the City, and native oak trees. Distant views of the Coastal Range and Mt. Shasta can be seen from
the Project site. However, these views are mostly obscured by intervening buildings and vegetation. The
Sacramento River cannot be seen for the Project site or surrounding areas and any ridgeline view are
distant and obscured. Trees on the Project site include: Blue oak (Quercus douglasii), valley oak (Quercus
lobata), and grey pine (Pinus sabiniana) in the grassland and the riparian corridor contains an overstory of
arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis), sandbar willow (Salix exigua), Fremont's cottonwood (Populus fremontii),
and oak trees (Quercus spp.). Based on a review of imagery from Google Earth, the site appears to have
had trees and other vegetation removed between 2005 and 2006 and the eastern half of the grassland
appears to have been mowed around 2010 (ECORP 2020a).

The City of Redding Municipal Code Chapter 18.45 requires that removal of a tree greater six inches in
diameter in breast height (dbh) for any species, on any developed or undeveloped/vacant property, must
obtain a tree removal permit from the City. However, Section 18.4.040(D) exempts schools from this
requirement (City of Redding 2019e). Removal of certain trees from the Project site will likely be required
to complete the Proposed Project, but schools are considered exempt from standard tree removal
requirements. In addition, the Proposed Project will not significantly impact aesthetic qualities of the
Sacramento River, the ridgelines to the west of the City, or distant views of Mt. Shasta or the Coastal
Range. The primary two components of the Proposed Project of height are the O&M building and the
gymnasium. As stated above, the Sacramento River cannot be seen for the Project site or surrounding
areas and any ridgeline view are distant and obscured. In addition, although the views are of high value to
Redding residents, the views of Mt. Shasta and the Coastal Range are currently obscured, and the Project
site serves as a poor vantage point for these scenic elements. The Proposed Project would not
significantly decrease the quality of the scenic views from current levels as viewed from the Project area.
As such, the Project would have a less than significant impact on a scenic vista.
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Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including,
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and |:| |:| |:| |Z|
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

The Proposed Project is not located within the vicinity of an officially designated scenic highway. No
impact would occur.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

) In a non-urbanized area substantially degrade
the existing visual character or quality of public
views of the site and its surroundings? (Public
views are those that are experienced from ] ] X u
publicly accessible vantage point.) If the project is
in an urbanized area, would the project conflict
with applicable zoning and other regulations
governing scenic quality

The Project site is located in an urbanized area of Redding. As discussed in Item a) above, the Project
would not conflict with General Plan goals or polices protecting scenic quality. Therefore, the Project
would have a less than significant impact on scenic quality on the site or surrounding area.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare,
which would adversely affect day or nighttime |:| |X| |:| |:|
views in the area?

Redding Municipal Code Section 18.40.090 provides the requirements for building exterior lighting in
commercial, office and industrial developments and Section 18.41.090 regulates parking lot lighting in
the City (City of Redding 2019).

Exterior security lighting would be used throughout the Project site in order to facilitate pedestrian and
vehicle movements. All lighting designs and locations would be consistent with adopted Enterprise
Elementary School District and state school facilities standards. These standards are designed to minimize
light impacts while still providing security and the necessary lighting needed to serve the students and
public. Compliance with these standards would reduce the potential lighting impacts from the Project’s
building and exterior lighting to a less than significant level.
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During night, interior and exterior lighting from the site would be visible from the surrounding area.
School interior lighting would generally be turned off once the custodial staff has completed their
workday. This typically occurs between 10:30 and 11:00 p.m. In addition, prior to the end of the custodial
staff workday, interior lighting in only those areas where the custodial staff would be working would be
illuminated. This would reduce the amount of light originating from the Project. Exterior security lighting
would be used throughout the Project site in order to facilitate pedestrian and vehicle movements. All
lighting designs and locations would be consistent with adopted Enterprise Elementary School District
and state school facilities standards. These standards are designed to minimize light impacts while still
providing security and the necessary lighting needed to serve the students and public. Compliance with
these standards would reduce the potential lighting impacts from the Project’s building and exterior
lighting to a less than significant level.

At this time, the Proposed Project does not include plans for use of stadium lighting for the athletic field.
However, if the school district decides to later install lighting for the athletic field, all lights must comply
with the requirements of Redding Municipal Code Section 18.40.090. Compliance with the requirements
will prevent significant impacts due to nighttime light glare due to lighting of the athletic field (City of
Redding 2019).

During the daytime certain building materials, such as large expanses of windows, unfinished metal, or
reflective finishes, may reflect sunlight resulting in a source of daytime glare. Construction techniques and
building materials for the Proposed Project have not yet been determined. As such, it is not possible to
ascertain if the materials would result in a glare impact. Therefore, mitigation is required to reduce the
potential for glare impacts from the Proposed Project. Implementation of mitigation measure AES-1
would reduce the potential for glare impacts to a less than significant level.

4.1.3 Mitigation Measures

AES-1: Reflective Surfaces

Bare metallic or otherwise reflective surfaces such as large expanses of windows, non-finished
metal roofs, light poles, pipes, vents, gutters, and flashings shall have a non-reflective finish or be

concealed from view.

Timing/Implementation: To be incorporated as part of Project building design and during
construction and operation of the Proposed Project.

Enforcement/Monitoring: Enterprise Elementary School District

4.2  Agriculture and Forestry Resources

4.2.1 Environmental Setting

The California Department of Conservation (DOC) manages the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program, which identifies and maps significant farmland. Farmland is classified using a system of five
categories including Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, Unique Farmland, Farmland of
Local Importance, and Grazing Land. The classification of farmland as Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland,
and Farmland of Statewide Importance is based on the suitability of soils for agricultural production, as
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determined by a soil survey conducted by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). The
California DOC manages an interactive website, the California Important Farmland Finder. This website
program identifies the Project site as being within an area of Urban and Built-Up Land (DOC 2019a).

This site is not identified as being under a Williamson Act contract (DOC 2016). The site is zoned PF and
RM-15 by the City of Redding. Neither of these districts allow farming activities.

The Project site does not contain possible forest or timber resources. No farmland or timberland uses
exist within the vicinity of the Proposed Project.

4.2.2 Agriculture and Forestry Resources (ll) Environmental Checklist and Discussion
Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of o o L] =
the California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?

The DOC identifies the Project site as Urban and Built-Up Land. As the Project would not convert Prime
Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), the Project would have no
impact in this area.

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
b)  Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, u u u X

or a Williamson Act contract?

This site is not subject to a Williamson Act contract. There are no Williamson Act contract lands within the
vicinity of the Project site. The Project would have no impact in this area.

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

C) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public
Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as
defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), D D D |Z|
or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as
defined by Government Code section 51104(g))?
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The Project site is not located in a forestland protection or timber production area as identified by City of
Redding or the California Department of Fire and Forestry Protection (CAL FIRE). The Project would have
no impact in this area.

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of I:l I:l |:| IZ

forest land to non-forest use?

No identified forest lands exist on the Project site or within the vicinity of the Project. The Project would
have no impact in this area.

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
i Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
e) Involve other changes in the existing
environment, which, due to their location or
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to |:| |:| |:| |X|

non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land
to non-forest use?

No existing agricultural uses or forest land exist within the Project vicinity. The Project would have no
impact in this area.

4.2.3 Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.

4.3 Air Quality

4.3.1 Environmental Setting

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) focus
on the following criteria pollutants to determine air quality: ozone (O3), carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen
dioxide (NOy), sulfur dioxide (SO>), coarse particulate matter (PMg), fine particulate matter (PM.s), and
lead. In Shasta County, the majority of criteria pollutant emissions come from mobile sources.

Toxic air contaminants (TACs) are distinguished from criteria air pollutants and are separated into
categories of carcinogens and noncarcinogens. Carcinogens, such as diesel particulate matter (DPM), are
considered dangerous at any level of exposure. Noncarcinogens, however, have a minimum threshold for
dangerous exposure. Common sources of TACs include, but are not limited to gas stations, dry cleaners,
diesel generators, ships, trains, construction equipment, and motor vehicles.
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4.3.1.1 Topography and Air Quality

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) divides the state into air basins that share similar
meteorological and topographical features. The Proposed Project is located in Shasta County, which is in
the Northern Sacramento Valley Air Basin (NSVAB). The NSVAB consists of a total of seven counties:
Sutter, Yuba, Colusa, Butte, Glenn, Tehama, and Shasta. The NSVAB is bounded on the north and west by
the Coastal Mountain Range and on the east by the southern portion of the Cascade Mountain Range and
the northern portion of the Sierra Nevada. These mountain ranges reach heights in excess of 6,000 feet
AMSL, with individual peaks rising much higher. The mountains form a substantial physical barrier to
locally created pollution as well as that transported northward on prevailing winds from the Sacramento
metropolitan area (Sacramento Valley Basinwide Air Pollution Control Council [SVBAPCC] 2015).

The environmental conditions of NSVAB are conducive to potentially adverse air quality conditions. The
region is characterized by moderately wet winters followed by hot and dry summers. The basin area traps
pollutants between two mountain ranges to the east and the west. This problem is exacerbated by a
temperature inversion layer that traps air at lower levels below an overlying layer of warmer air. Prevailing
winds in the area are from the south and southwest. Sea breezes flow over the San Francisco Bay Area and
into the Sacramento Valley, transporting pollutants from the large urban areas. Growth and urbanization
in Shasta County have also contributed to an increase in emissions.

The local air quality agency regulating air quality in the Project area is the Shasta County Air Quality
Management District (SCAQMD). The SCAQMD, along with other air districts in the NSVAB, has
committed to jointly prepare and implement the NSVAB Air Quality Attainment Plan for the purpose of
achieving and maintaining healthful air quality throughout the air basin (SVAQEEP 2018). In addition to
these efforts, the Shasta County Regional Transportation Planning Agency (SRTA) adopted the Shasta
Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) (2018) to achieve reduced
mobile emissions. Finally, the City of Redding General Plan Air Quality Element contains policy provisions
designed to protect the health and welfare of local residents, businesses, and industries by promoting
development that is compatible with regional air quality standards and goals.

Ambient Air Quality Standards

Air quality standards are set at both the federal and state levels of government. The federal Clean Air Act
requires the USEPA to establish ambient air quality standards for six criteria air pollutants: Oz, CO, NO,
SO,, lead, PM1o, and PM;s. The California Clean Air Act also sets ambient air quality standards. The state
standards are more stringent than the federal standards, and they include other pollutants in addition to
those regulated by the federal standards. When the concentrations of pollutants are below the maximum
allowed standards in an area, that area is considered to be in attainment of the standards. The County has
been designated as a nonattainment area for the state Oz standard, though is considered to be in
attainment of all other standards. Similarly, Shasta County is classified as being in attainment for all
pollutants under federal standards (CARB 2018a, d).

All projects in Shasta County are subject to applicable SCAQMD rules and regulations in effect at the time
of construction. Descriptions of specific rules applicable to construction resulting from implementation of
the Proposed Project may include, but are not limited to:
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e SCAQMD Rule 2-1A, Authorities to Construct/Permits to Operate, allows any person to use
construction equipment for construction activities, and must obtain a permit to operate prior to
installation activities.

e SCAQMD Rule 3-2, Specific Air Contaminants, controls the amount of air contaminants allowed to
be discharged into the atmosphere.

e Architectural coatings and solvents used at the Project shall be compliant with SCAQMD Rule 3-
31, Architectural Coatings.

e Cutback and emulsified asphalt application shall be conducted in accordance with SCAQMD Rule
3-15, Cutback and Emulsified Asphalt.

e SCAQMD Rule 3-16, Fugitive, Indirect, or Non-traditional Sources, controls the emission of
fugitive dust during earth-moving, construction, demolition, bulk storage, and conditions
resulting in wind erosion.

SCAQMD significance thresholds are used to determine air quality impacts in this analysis. These
thresholds are consistent with New Source Review Rule 2-1 adopted by the SCAQMD Board in 1993, as
required by the California Clean Air Act. The thresholds of significance are summarized in Table 4.3-1.

Table 4.3-1. Shasta County Air Quality Management District Thresholds of Significance — Pounds per Day

Threshold NOx ROG PM10
Level A Thresholds 25 25 80
Level B Thresholds 137 137 137

The SCAQMD recommends that projects apply Standard Mitigation Measures (SMM) and appropriate
Best Available Mitigation Measures (BAMM) when a project exceeds Level A thresholds and SMM, BAMM,
and special BAMM when a project exceeds Level B thresholds. Projects that cannot mitigate emissions to
levels below the Level B thresholds are considered significant. Based on these standards, the effects of the
Proposed Project have been categorized as either a "less than significant impact” or a “potentially
significant impact.” Mitigation measures are recommended for potentially significant impacts. If a
potentially significant impact cannot be reduced to a less than significant level through the application of
mitigation, it is categorized as a significant and unavoidable impact.
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4.3.2 Air Quality (lll) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the |:| |:| |X| |:|

applicable air quality plan?

As part of its enforcement responsibilities, the USEPA requires each state with nonattainment areas to
prepare and submit a SIP that demonstrates the means to attain the federal standards. The SIP must
integrate federal, state, and local plan components and regulations to identify specific measures to reduce
pollution in nonattainment areas, using a combination of performance standards and market-based
programs. Similarly, under state law, the California Clean Air Act requires an air quality attainment plan to
be prepared for areas designated as nonattainment with regard to the federal and state ambient air
quality standards. Air quality attainment plans outline emissions limits and control measures to achieve
and maintain these standards by the earliest practical date. As previously stated, the Shasta County
portion of the NSVAB is classified nonattainment for the state Os standard.

The 2015 Air Quality Attainment Plan is the most recent air quality planning document covering Shasta
County. Air quality attainment plans are a compilation of new and previously submitted plans, programs
(such as monitoring, modeling, permitting, etc.), district rules, state regulations, and federal controls
describing how the state will attain ambient air quality standards. State law makes CARB the lead agency
for all purposes related to the Air Quality Attainment Plan. Local air districts prepare air quality attainment
plans and submit them to CARB for review and approval. The 2075 Air Quality Attainment Plan includes
forecast ROG and NOx emissions (O3 precursors) for the entire NSVAB through the year 2020. The plan
also includes control strategies necessary to attain the California Oz standard at the earliest practicable
date, as well as developed emissions inventories and associated emissions projections for the region
showing a downtrend for both ROG and NOx.

Implementation of the Project would result in long-term emissions from area and mobile emission
sources, which could conflict with air quality planning in the 2075 Air Quality Attainment Plan. The
consistency of the Proposed Project with the 2075 Air Quality Attainment Plan is determined by its
consistency with air pollutant emission projections in the plan. The 2075 Air Quality Attainment Plan
addresses growth by projecting the growth in emissions based on different indicators (SVBAPCC 2015).
For example, population forecasts adopted by local governments are used to forecast population-related
emissions. Through the planning process, emission growth is offset by basin-wide controls on stationary,
area, and transportation sources of air pollution. In other words, the plans and control measures in the Air
Quality Attainment Plan are based on information derived from projected growth in order to predict
future emissions and then determine strategies and regulatory controls for the reduction of emissions.
Growth projections for the City of Redding are based on the City of Redding General Plan. As such,
projects in the City that propose development consistent with the growth anticipated by the City General
Plan would be consistent with the Air Quality Attainment Plan.
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The Project site is designated Residential — 10 to 20 dwelling units per acre (10-20) by the City of Redding
General Plan. The 70-20 General Plan designation is intended for the development of multiple-family
projects ranging from townhouses to apartments. However, the Project involves an expansion of public-
school facilities associated with an existing public school, which is allowed in residential zones.
Furthermore, the Project would not induce population growth and would not increase student capacity of
the school. As a result, the Proposed Project would not exceed the City's population growth projections,
which were used to inform the 2075 Air Quality Attainment Plan. As such, the Proposed Project would not
conflict with the 2075 Air Quality Attainment Plan. This would be a less than significant impact.

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase
of any criteria pollutant for which the project [] [] X ]
region is non-attainment under an applicable
federal or state ambient air quality standard?

By its very nature, air pollution is largely a cumulative impact. No single project is sufficient in size, by
itself, to result in nonattainment of ambient air quality standards. Instead, a project’s individual emissions
contribute to existing cumulatively significant adverse air quality impacts. If a project’s individual
emissions exceed its identified significance thresholds, the project would be cumulatively considerable.
Projects that do not exceed significance thresholds would not be considered cumulative considerable.

A portion of the Proposed Project’s air quality impacts are attributable to construction activities. The
majority of the long-term air quality impacts will be due to the operation of motor vehicles traveling to
and from the site. For purposes of impact assessment, air quality impacts have been separated into
construction impacts and operational impacts.

Construction Emissions

The Proposed Project would result in short-term emissions from construction activities. Construction-
generated emissions are of temporary duration, lasting only as long as construction activities occur.
Emissions commonly associated with construction activities include fugitive dust from soil disturbance.
During construction, fugitive dust, the dominant source of particulate matter emissions, is generated
when wheels or blades disturb surface materials. Uncontrolled dust from construction can become a
nuisance and potential health hazard to those living and working nearby. Emissions of airborne particulate
matter are largely dependent on the amount of ground disturbance associated with site preparation
activities.

Construction-generated emissions associated with the Proposed Project were calculated using the CARB-
approved CalEEMod computer program, which is designed to model emissions for land use development
projects, based on typical construction requirements. See Attachment A for more information regarding
the construction assumptions, including construction equipment and duration, used in this analysis.
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Table 4.3-2 below summarizes the construction- generated emissions expected for the Proposed Project.
The table compare the Project’s construction-generated emissions to the applicable standards for Shasta

County.
Table 4.3-2 Unmitigated Construction Emissions
Pollutant (pounds per day)
Construction Year

ROG NOx co PMo PM25
Construction in Year One 0.89 10.11 9.22 5.67 0.89
Construction in Year Two 13.37 8.07 9.10 0.54 043
Level A Significance Threshold 25 25 None 80 None
Exceed Level A Threshold No No No No No
Level B Significance Threshold 137 137 None 137 None
Exceed Level B Threshold? No No No No No

Source: CalEEMod version 2016.3.2. Refer to Attachment A for Model Data Outputs.
Notes: Building construction, paving, and painting assumed to occur simultaneously.

As shown in Table 4.3-2, no SCAQMD significance thresholds would be surpassed during Project
construction. This impact is less than significant.

Operational Emissions

Implementation of the Project would result in long-term operational emissions of criteria air pollutants
such as PM1g, PM25s, and CO, as well as O3 precursors such as ROG and NOx. Project-generated increases
in emissions would be predominantly associated with motor vehicle use. Motor vehicle use is not
expected to increase notably during Project operation, as the Project will not increase school capacity.
Long-term operational emissions attributable to the Project are identified in Table 4.3-3 and compared to
the regional operational significance thresholds promulgated by the SCAQMD.

Table 4.3-3. Operational-Related Emissions

Pollutant (pounds per day)

Emission Source
ROG NOx co PM;o PM.5

Summer Emissions

Area 0.53 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00
Energy 0.01 0.12 0.10 0.00 0.00
Mobile 0.34 2.33 3.05 0.01 0.20
Total 0.89 245 3.16 0.01 0.20
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Pollutant (pounds per day)
Emission Source
ROG NOx co PM1o PM.s
Winter Emissions

Area 0.54 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Energy 0.01 0.12 0.10 0.00 0.00
Mobile 0.26 24 2.83 0.73 0.20
Total 0.81 2.5 2.52 0.73 0.21
Level A Significance Threshold 25 25 None 80 None
Exceed Level A Threshold No No No No No
Level B Significance Threshold 137 137 None 137 None
Exceed Level B Threshold? No No No No No

Source: CalEEMod version 2016.3.2. Refer to Attachment A for Model Data Outputs.

As shown in Table 4.3-3 above, the Proposed Project will not exceed the Level A significance thresholds.
This impact is less than significant.

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Q) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial ] ] X u

pollutant concentrations?

Sensitive receptors are defined as facilities or land uses that include members of the population that are
particularly sensitive to the effects of air pollutants, such as children, the elderly, and people with ilinesses.
Examples of these sensitive receptors are residences, schools, hospitals, and daycare centers. The CARB
has identified the following groups of individuals as the most likely to be affected by air pollution: the
elderly over age 65, children under age 14, athletes, and persons with cardiovascular and chronic
respiratory diseases such as asthma, emphysema, and bronchitis. The nearest sensitive receptor to the
Project site is the existing school located immediately adjacent to the Project site and residences located
approximately 30 feet west of the Project area.

Construction Air Toxics

Construction-related activities would result in temporary, short-term Project-generated emissions of
diesel particulate matter (DPM) from the exhaust of off-road, heavy-duty diesel equipment for site
preparation (e.g., clearing, grading); soil hauling truck traffic; paving; application of architectural coatings;
and other miscellaneous activities. For construction activity, DPM is the primary TAC of concern.
Particulate exhaust emissions from diesel-fueled engines (i.e., DPM) were identified as a TAC by the CARB
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in 1998. The potential cancer risk from the inhalation of DPM, as discussed below, outweighs the potential
for all other health impacts (i.e., non-cancer chronic risk, short-term acute risk) and health impacts from
other TACs. Accordingly, DPM is the focus of this discussion.

Based on the emission modeling conducted the maximum construction-related annual emissions of PM_ s
exhaust, considered a surrogate for DPM, would be 0.89 pounds per day (see Attachment A). (PM;s
exhaust is considered a surrogate for DPM because more than 90 percent of DPM is less than 1
microgram in diameter and therefore is a subset of particulate matter under 2.5 microns in diameter (i.e.,
PM.s). Most PM, s derives from combustion, such as use of gasoline and diesel fuels by motor vehicles.)
Furthermore, even during the most intense construction, emissions of DPM would be generated from
different locations on the Project site, rather than a single location, because different types of construction
activities (e.g., site preparation, grading, building construction) would not occur at the same place at the
same time.

The dose to which receptors are exposed is the primary factor used to determine health risk (i.e., potential
exposure to TAC emission levels that exceed applicable standards). Dose is a function of the concentration
of a substance or substances in the environment and the duration of exposure to the substance. Dose is
positively correlated with time, meaning that a longer exposure period would result in a higher exposure
level for any exposed receptor. Thus, the risks estimated for an exposed individual are higher if a fixed
exposure occurs over a longer period of time. According to the Office of Environmental Health Hazard
Assessment (OEHHA), health risk assessments, which determine the exposure of sensitive receptors to
TAC emissions, should be based on a 70-, 30-, or 9-year exposure period; further, such assessments
should be limited to the period/duration of activities associated with the Proposed Project. Consequently,
an important consideration is the fact that construction of the Proposed Project is not anticipated to last 9
consecutive years, the minimum duration of exposure from which to calculate health risk, and that on a
day-to-day basis construction activity generally spans eight hours as opposed to throughout the entire
day. Therefore, considering the relatively low mass of DPM emissions that would be generated during
even the most intense season of construction and the temporary nature of construction activities,
construction-related TAC emissions would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial amounts of air
toxics. This impact is less than significant.

Operational Air Toxics

Carbon Monoxide Hot Spots

It has long been recognized that CO exceedances are caused by vehicular emissions, primarily when idling
at intersections. Concentrations of CO are a direct function of the number of vehicles, length of delay, and
traffic flow conditions. Under certain meteorological conditions, CO concentrations close to congested
intersections that experience high levels of traffic and elevated background concentrations may reach
unhealthy levels, affecting nearby sensitive receptors. Given the high traffic volume potential, areas of
high CO concentrations, or "hot spots,” are typically associated with intersections that are projected to
operate at unacceptable levels of service during the peak commute hours. However, transport of this
criteria pollutant is extremely limited, and CO disperses rapidly with distance from the source under
normal meteorological conditions. Furthermore, vehicle emissions standards have become increasingly
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more stringent in the last 20 years. Currently, the CO standard in California is a maximum of 3.4 grams per
mile for passenger cars (requirements for certain vehicles are more stringent). With the turnover of older
vehicles, introduction of cleaner fuels, and implementation of control technology on industrial facilities,
CO concentrations in the Project vicinity have steadily declined.

Accordingly, with the steadily decreasing CO emissions from vehicles, even very busy intersections do not
result in exceedances of the CO standard. The analysis prepared for CO attainment in the South Coast Air
Quality Management District 1992 Federal Attainment Plan for Carbon Monoxide (1992) in Southern
California can be used to demonstrate the potential for CO exceedances. The South Coast CO hot spot
analysis was conducted for four busy intersections in Los Angeles County during the peak morning and
afternoon time periods. The intersections evaluated included Long Beach Boulevard and Imperial Highway
(Lynwood), Wilshire Boulevard and Veteran Avenue (Westwood), Sunset Boulevard and Highland Avenue
(Hollywood), and La Cienega Boulevard and Century Boulevard (Inglewood). The busiest intersection
evaluated was at Wilshire Boulevard and Veteran Avenue, which has a traffic volume of approximately
100,000 vehicles per day. The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority evaluated the
level of service in the vicinity of the Wilshire Boulevard/Veteran Avenue intersection and found it to be
level of service (LOS) E at peak morning traffic and LOS F at peak afternoon traffic. Even with the
inefficient LOS and volume of traffic, the CO analysis concluded that there was no violation of CO
standards (South Coast Air Quality Management District 1992).

Because the proposed Project would not increase traffic volumes at any intersection to more than 100,000
vehicles per day, there is no likelihood of the Project traffic exceeding CO values. The impact is less than
significant.

Diesel Particulate Matter

The Project proposes the development of bus and vehicle parking areas and a drive area. The Project
would involve the operation of school buses, which may run on diesel fuel, a source of DPM, as a standard
component of operations. According to the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association’s
(CAPCOA's) Health Risk Assessments for Proposed Land Use Projects (2009), operations that require more
than 100 heavy-duty delivery trucks daily are considered a potential health risk from DPM. As previously
described, the number of diesel-operated school buses using the site daily following completion of the
Project is expected to remain at nine and will not increase as a part of the Project. Therefore, the Project
would not accommodate 100 heavy-duty trucks or, in this case, buses which may run on diesel, daily. As
such, the Project would not be a substantial source of TACs and there would a less than significant impact
as a result of the Project during operations.
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Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading
to odors) adversely affecting a substantial |:| |:| |X| |:|
number of people?

Typically, odors are regarded as an annoyance rather than a health hazard. However, manifestations of a
person’s reaction to foul odors can range from psychological (e.g., irritation, anger, or anxiety) to
physiological (e.g., circulatory and respiratory effects, nausea, vomiting, and headache).

With respect to odors, the human nose is the sole sensing device. The ability to detect odors varies
considerably among the population and overall is quite subjective. Some individuals have the ability to
smell minute quantities of specific substances; others may not have the same sensitivity but may have
sensitivities to odors of other substances. In addition, people may have different reactions to the same
odor; in fact, an odor that is offensive to one person (e.g., from a fast-food restaurant) may be perfectly
acceptable to another. It is also important to note that an unfamiliar odor is more easily detected and is
more likely to cause complaints than a familiar one. This is because of the phenomenon known as odor
fatigue, in which a person can become desensitized to almost any odor and recognition only occurs with
an alteration in the intensity.

Quality and intensity are two properties present in any odor. The quality of an odor indicates the nature of
the smell experience. For instance, if a person describes an odor as flowery or sweet, the person is
describing the quality of the odor. Intensity refers to the strength of the odor. For example, a person may
use the word “strong” to describe the intensity of an odor. Odor intensity depends on the odorant
concentration in the air. When an odorous sample is progressively diluted, the odorant concentration
decreases. As this occurs, the odor intensity weakens and eventually becomes so low that the detection or
recognition of the odor is quite difficult. At some point during dilution, the concentration of the odorant
reaches a detection threshold. An odorant concentration below the detection threshold means that the
concentration in the air is not detectable by the average human.

Construction Odors

During construction, the Proposed Project presents the potential for generation of objectionable odors in
the form of diesel exhaust in the immediate vicinity of the site. However, these emissions are short-term in
nature and will rapidly dissipate and be diluted by the atmosphere downwind of the emission sources.
Additionally, odors would be localized and generally confined to the construction area. Therefore,
construction odors would result in a less than significant impact related to odor emissions.

Operational Odors

The land uses generally identified as sources of odors include wastewater treatment plants, wastewater
pumping facilities, sanitary landfills, transfer stations, composting facilities, petroleum refineries, asphalt
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batch plants, chemical manufacturing and fiberglass manufacturing facilities, painting/coating operations,
rendering plants, coffee roasters, food processing facilities, confined animal facilities, feedlots, dairies,
green waste and recycling operations, and metal smelting plants. If a source of odors is proposed to be
located near existing or planned sensitive receptors, this could have the potential to cause operational-
related odor impacts. The Project does not include any of these or similar land uses. The operational
impact is less than significant.

4.3.3 Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required.

4.4 Biological Resources

ECORP Consulting, Inc. conducted a biological resources assessment (BRA) for the Proposed Project
(ECORP 2020a). The purpose of the BRA was to collect information on the biological resources present
within the Project site such as potential Waters of the U.S./State or habitat for sensitive plant and animals
sufficient to support the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The BRA is included as Appendix C
of this IS/MND.

4.4.1 Environmental Setting

The Project site is located on approximately five acres in the transition zone between the northern
Sacramento Valley and the Cascade foothills within a developed urban setting. Elevation ranges between
556 to 558 feet above mean sea level (AMSL).

The Project site is located in the Cascade Ranges region, Cascade Range Foothills subregion of the
California Floristic Province. This subregion is characterized by a semi-arid climate, which is comprised of
hot and dry summer months and cold and moderately wet winter months. The annual precipitation for
Redding is 40.41 inches (with the wettest period during November-March), and average daily
temperatures range from 46.9 degrees Fahrenheit (°F) in December to 84.1°F in July (ECORP 2020a).

44.1.1 Vegetation Communities

The Project site consists of a manicured lawn within the existing elementary school grounds to the north,
annual grassland with scattered trees, and a riparian corridor. The lawn in the elementary school was
visually assessed and appeared to consist of a monoculture of horticultural grass. The annual grassland
appears to have been historically disturbed and consists of predominantly non-native plants, including
wild oats (Avena fatua), yellow star-thistle (Centaurea solstitialis), small flowered fiddleneck (Amsinckia
menziesii), and English plantain (Plantago lanceolata). Scattered trees found in the annual grassland
included interior live oak (Quercus wislizeni), blue oak (Quercus douglasii), valley oak (Quercus lobata), and
grey pine (Pinus sabiniana). The riparian corridor contains a dense understory of Himalayan blackberry
(Rubus armeniacus), with hairy vetch (Vicia villosa), broad-leaf cattail (Typha latifolia), and tall flatsedge
(Cyperus eragrostis), and a semi-open overstory of arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis), sandbar willow (Salix
exigua), Fremont's cottonwood (Populus fremontii), and oak trees (Quercus spp.). Representative site
photos are shown in Appendix C
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Based on a review of imagery from Google Earth, the Project site appears to have had trees and other
vegetation removed between 2005 and 2006 and the eastern half of the grassland appears to have been
mowed around 2010.

Aquatic resources found onsite include an intermittent drainage/marsh complex along the eastern
boundary. These are discussed in further detail below.

4.4.1.2 Wildlife

The Project site was visited on December 16, 2019 and February 12, 2020 by ECORP Consulting, Inc.
biologists. No special-status species were observed during the surveys, but the Project site supports
potentially suitable habitat for several special- status species.

4.4.1.3 Soils

According to the Web Soil Survey (NRCS 2019), four soil units, or types, have been mapped within the
Project Vicinity (Figure 5. Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Types). These are: (CfA) Churn
gravelly loam, deep, 0 to 3 percent slopes, (RbA) Red Bluff loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes, MLRA 17, moist,
(RcA) Red Bluff gravelly loam, moderately deep, 0 to 3 percent slopes, (RcB) Red Bluff gravelly loam,
moderately deep, 3 to 8 percent slopes. All four soils types are listed as having hydric components (NRCS
2019).

4.4.1.4 Waters of the U.S.

Visual reconnaissance of the site was completed by ECORP Consulting, Inc. on December 16, 2019 and
February 12, 2020. A total of 0.565 acre of potential Waters of the U.S. has been provisionally mapped
within the Project site. This includes the intermittent drainage and adjacent marsh.

4.4.1.5 Evaluation of Potentially Occurring Special-Status Species

A botany and wildlife survey was completed on December 16, 2019 and February 12, 2020 by ECORP,
provided as Appendix C. Based on species occurrence information from the CNDDB, the literature review,
and observations in the field, a list of special-status plant and animal species that have the potential to
occur within the Project site was generated. Five wildlife and vegetation species were noted that either are
considered (1) to be present, (2) have potential to occur, or (3) have low potential to occur. Species with
potential or low potential to occur are listed in Table 4.4-1 below. Three plant species and two mammal
species have low potential to occur on the Project site. Species that were considered to be absent from
the Project Site due to lack of suitable habitat, or because the known distribution of the species does not
include the Project Site vicinity, are not discussed further in this document.

A complete list of special-status species known to exist in the region and the results of the database
queries are included in the biological resources assessment included in Appendix C.
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Table 4.4-1. Potentially Occurring Special-Status Species

(Lasiurus blosseuvillii)

commonly in edge habitats
adjacent to streams or open
fields, in orchards, and
sometimes in urban areas.
There may be an
association with intact
riparian habitat (particularly
willows, cottonwoods, and

Status
Common Name CESA/ Survey Potential to Occur
(Scientific Name) ESA | NPPA | Other Habitat Description Period On-Site
Plants
Watershield - - 2B.3 Freshwater marshes and June- Low Potential;
swamps (98'-7,218). September | marginal habitat and
(Brasenia schreberi) nearest known
occurrence more
than 8 miles away.
Silky cryptantha - - 1B.2 | Gravelly streambeds within April-May | Low Potential;
cismontane woodland, marginal habitat
(Cryptantha crinita) lower montane coniferous onsite and nearest
forest, riparian forest, known occurrence
riparian woodland, and more than 2 miles
valley and foothill grassland away.
(200°-3,986").
Sanford’s arrowhead - - 1B.2 Shallow marshes and May—October | Low Potential;
freshwater swamps marginal habitat
(Sagittaria sanfordii) (0-2,133). onsite and nearest
known occurrence
more than 6 miles
away.
Mammals
Pallid Bat SSC | Crevices in rocky outcrops April- Low Potential;
(Antrozous pallidus) and cliffs, caves, mines, September | marginal habitat
trees (e.g., basal hollows of onsite and nearest
redwoods, cavities of oaks, known occurrence
exfoliating pine and oak more than 8 miles
bark, deciduous trees in away.
riparian areas, and fruit
trees in orchards). Also
roosts in various human
structures such as bridges,
barns, porches, bat boxes,
and human-occupied as
well as vacant buildings
(Western Bat Working
Group [WBWG] 2020).
Western red bat - - SSC Roosts in foliage of trees or April- Low Potential;
shrubs; Day roosts are September | marginal habitat

onsite and nearest
known occurrence
more than 8 miles
away.

sycamores) (WBWG 2020).
Status Codes NOTE:
FESA  Federal Endangered Species Act
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Status
Common Name CESA/ Survey
(Scientific Name) ESA | NPPA | Other Habitat Description Period

Potential to Occur
On-Site

CESA
FE
FPT
FT
FC
Fd
BCC
cT
cc
CE
CFP
ssc
1B
28
3

4
0.1
0.2

0.3

California Endangered Species Act

FESA listed, Endangered.

Formally Proposed for FESA listing as Threatened.

FESA listed, Threatened.

Candidate for FESA listing as Threatened or Endangered.
Formally Delisted (delisted species are monitored for 5 years).
USFWS Bird of Conservation Concern (USFWS 2002).
CESA- or NPPA-listed, Threatened.

Candidate for CESA listing as Endangered or Threatened.
CESA or NPPA listed, Endangered.

California Fish and Game Code Fully Protected Species (§ 3511-birds, § 4700-mammals, §5 050-reptiles/amphibians).

CDFW Species of Special Concern (CDFW, updated August 2019).

CRPR/Rare or Endangered in California and elsewhere.

Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California but more common elsewhere.
CRPR/Plants About Which More Information is Needed — A Review List.
CRPR/Plants of Limited Distribution — A Watch List.

Threat Rank/Seriously threatened in California (over 80 percent of occurrences threatened / high degree and immediacy of threat)
Threat Rank/Moderately threatened in California (20-80 percent occurrences threatened / moderate degree and immediacy of

threat)

Threat Rank/Not very threatened in California (<20 percent of occurrences threatened / low degree and immediacy of threat or no

current threats known)

Environmental Checklist and Discussion 4-20

March 2020



STy ARTET 1M e R TR R 3 AT

@ ECORP Consulting, Inc. Figure 5. Natural Resource Conservation Service Soil Types

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

Mistletoe Elementary School Project




Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration
Mistletoe Elementary School Project

4.4.2 Evaluation of Potential Aquatic Resources

Marsh

A marsh occurs near the eastern boundary of the Project site, east of the intermittent drainage (Figure 6).
The marsh is vegetated with broad-leaf cattail, tall flatsedge, and bulrush (Schoenoplectus sp.), with dense
Himalayan blackberry.

Intermittent Drainage

An intermittent drainage occurs near the eastern boundary of the Project site (Figure 6). It flows from
north to south and eventually leads into Churn Creek. The portion of the drainage that is within the
Project site boundary is partially unvegetated and partially vegetated with primrose (Ludwigia sp.). An
ordinary high water mark (OHWM) mark was observed within the intermittent drainage (e.g., debris,
vegetation indicators). A total of 0.565 acre of potential Waters of the U.S. was mapped during this
preliminary aquatic resources assessment. The wetland inventory is shown in Table 4.4-2 below.

Table 4.4-2. Preliminary Aquatic Resources Assessment

Type Acreage’
Aquatic Resources
Wetlands
Marsh 0.497
Other Waters
Intermittent Drainage 0.068
Total: 0.565

*Acreage totals are approximate and represent a calculated estimation based on a reconnaissance site visit.
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4.4.3 Biological Resources (IV) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly
or through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special ] X u u
status species in local or regional plans, policies,
or regulations, or by the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

According to the biological surveys completed by ECORP Consulting, Inc. (2020a), the Project site is
potential habitat for several candidate, sensitive, or special status species. The intermittent drainage and
marsh are potentially suitable habitat for protected vegetation species including Watershield, Silk
Crypantha, and Sanford’s Arrowhead. Watershield is not listed pursuant to either the federal or California
ESAs but is designated as a California Rare Plant Rank (CRPR) 2B.3 species. Watershield has low potential
to occur onsite, as the intermittent drainage provides marginal habitat for the species. Silk Crypantha and
Sanford’'s Arrowhead are not listed as pursuant to either the federal or California ESAs but are designated
as CRPR 1B.2 species. The Silky Crypantha has potential to occur onsite, as the intermittent drainage
provides suitable habitat for the species. The Sanford’s Arrowhead has low potential to occur onsite as the
intermittent drainage provides marginally suitable habitat for the species.

The Project site supports marginal roosting habitat for two mammal species: the pallid bat and western
red bat. Both pallid bats and western red bats are not listed pursuant to either the California or federal
ESAs; however, both species are designated as Species of Special Concern (SSC) by CDFW. The trees
within the Project Site along the riparian corridor provide marginally suitable habitat for both species.
Pallid bat and western bat have low potential to occur onsite.

Finally, the Project site provides nesting habitat for several bird species protected under the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and California Department of Fish and Game (CFG) code.

As such, mitigation measures BIO-1, BIO-2, and BIO-3 shall be implemented to reduce these potential
impacts to less than significant. The Impacts to special status species would be less than significant with
mitigation incorporated.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian
habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies, |:| |X| |:| |:|
regulations, or by the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
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An intermittent drainage exists on the east side of the Project site. The drainage supports a riparian plant
community. The riparian corridor contains a dense understory of Himalayan blackberry (Rubus
armeniacus), with hairy vetch (Vicia villosa), broad-leaf cattail (Typha latifolia), and tall flatsedge (Cyperus
eragrostis), and a semi-open overstory of arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis), sandbar willow (Salix exigua),
Fremont's cottonwood (Populus fremontii), and oak trees (Quercus spp.). The Proposed Project has
potential to impact the drainage and/or riparian vegetation without implementation of mitigation
measures. With implementation of mitigation measure BIO-4, the potential impact to the riparian corridor
and riparian vegetation will be mitigated to less than significant.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Q) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or
federally protected wetlands (including, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) |:| & |:| |:|
through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

During the preliminary aquatic resources assessment performed on February 12, 2020, a total of 0.565
acre of potential Waters of the U.S. was mapped on the site. As shown in Table 4.4-2 above, The Project
site contains a 0.497- acre marsh and a 0.068- acre intermittent drainage. As per mitigation measure BIO-
5, the potential Waters of the U.S. shall be evaluated by the United States Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE). If the USACE determined the aquatic features are jurisdictional, proper mitigation and permitting
must be carried out for the Project. Following implementation of mitigation measure BIO-5, this
potentially significant impact will be mitigated to be less than significant.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
i Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with established native resident or |:| |X| |:| |:|

migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of
native wildlife nursery sites?

The Project site is an infill project located within a predominantly developed portion of the City of
Redding. There is a riparian corridor along the eastern edge of the Project Site with vacant land to the
southeast. The riparian corridor likely provides habitat for local wildlife, particularly birds. However, it
probably does not represent a significant wildlife movement corridor, due to the developed nature and
absence of habitat in the surrounding lands. The Project contains no perennial waterways and thus would
not impact the migration of fish. However, the Project site serves as potential nesting habitat for several
MBTA protected bird species. Implementation of BIO-2 will ensure there are no significant impacts to
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nesting MBTA protected bird species. As such, following the implementation of this mitigation measure,
there will be a less than significant impact in this area.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree ] ] L] X
preservation policy or ordinance?

The City of Redding Municipal Code (18.45) regulates the removal of any tree, regardless of species, that
exceeds six inches diameter at breast height on a property within the city limits. However, there is an
exemption for “Removal of trees on property owned by the federal government, the state of California,
the county of Shasta, or any school or special district” (City of Redding 2019e). As such, this Project is
exempt from mitigation for the removal of trees within the Project site. Thus, there would be no impact in
this area.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community |:| |:| D |Z|
Conservation Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

There are currently no adopted or proposed habitat conservation plans, natural community conservation
plans, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plans that affect the Proposed
Project. The Project would have no impact in this area.

4.4.4 Mitigation Measures
BlO-1: Special-Status Plant Species

Due to the disturbed nature of most of the Project site, the potential for occurrence of special-status
plants is significantly reduced. The intermittent drainage and potentially the marsh represent marginally
suitable habitat for watershield and Sanford's arrowhead. The intermittent drainage may serve as suitable
habitat for the silky cryptantha, which also has potential to occur in the marsh.

In order to minimize potential impacts to special-status plants the following measures shall be
implemented:

If there are proposed impacts for the intermittent drainage and marsh, perform focused plant
surveys according to USFWS, CDFW, and CNPS protocol. Surveys shall be timed according to the
blooming period for target species and known reference populations, if available, and/or local
herbaria shall be visited prior to surveys to confirm the appropriate phenological state of the
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target species. The USFWS generally considers plant survey results valid for approximately three
years.

If special-status plant species are found, avoidance zones shall be established around plants to
clearly demarcate areas for avoidance. Avoidance measures and buffer distances may vary
between species and the specific avoidance zone distance shall be determined in coordination
with appropriate resource agencies (CDFW and USFWS).

If special-status plant species are found within the Project site and avoidance of the species is not
possible, additional measures such as seed collection and/or translocation shall be developed in
consultation with the appropriate agencies.

If no special-status plants are found, no further measures pertaining to special-status plants are
necessary.

If no impacts are proposed for the intermittent drainage and marsh, a plant survey is not required.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to commencement of construction and during
construction
Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project

construction lead

BIO-2: Special-Status and Migratory Bird Treaty Act Birds

The Project site provides nesting habitat for several common birds protected under the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and California Department of Fish and Game (CFG) code. impacts to
nesting special-status and MBTA-protected birds could be considered significant. As such, to
ensure that there are no impacts to protected special-status birds, including their eggs and active
nests, the following mitigation measures are recommended:

A qualified biologist shall conduct a pre-construction nesting bird survey of all suitable habitat on
the Project site within 14 days prior to the commencement of construction during the nesting
season (February 1 - August 31). Surveys should be conducted within 300 feet of the Project site
for nesting raptors, and 100 feet of the Project site for nesting songbirds. If active nests are found,
a no-disturbance buffer around the nest shall be established. The buffer distance shall be
established by a biologist in consultation with CDFW or the CEQA lead agency. The buffer shall be
maintained until the fledglings are capable of flight and become independent of the nest tree, to
be determined by a qualified biologist. Once the young are independent of the nest, no further
measures are necessary. Pre-construction nesting surveys are not required for construction
activity outside the nesting season. Impacts to foraging/wintering habitat of non-listed birds
protected under the MBTA are typically considered less than significant.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to commencement of construction and during
construction
Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project

construction lead
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BIO-3: Special- Status Mammals

The Project has potential to impact roosting pallid bat and western red bat. To prevent significant
impacts to these species, the following mitigation measures shall be performed:

Prior to any disturbances to the trees, a qualified biologist will conduct a preconstruction survey
within seven days of tree disturbance activities to determine the presence of roosting bats.

If roosting bats are found within the trees, a qualified biologist shall determine what types of
roosts are present. If non-maternity and non-hibernaculum day or night roosts are present, a
qualified biologist will use safe eviction methods to remove bats if direct impacts to these roosts
cannot be avoided. If a winter hibernaculum or maternity roost is present, impacts to the resource
(e.g., tree) may not occur until the bats have vacated or are safely evicted using methods
acceptable to CDFW.

If no roosting bats are found during the preconstruction survey, no further measures are

recommended.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to commencement of construction and during
construction

Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project

construction lead

BlO-4: Intermittent Drainage or Riparian Vegetation

No construction work is anticipated to penetrate the area adjacent to the intermittent drainage
located on the Project site. If, however, construction results in work within the intermittent
drainage or riparian vegetation, then a 1602 streambed alteration notification shall be prepared.
The Project applicant shall then ensure that a CDFW 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement has
been obtained prior to the approval of grading and improvement plans and before any
groundbreaking activity associated with the Project site. The construction contractor shall adhere
to all conditions outlined in the Streambed Alteration Agreement.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to commencement of construction

Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project
construction lead

BIO-5: Aquatic Resources/Potential Waters of the U.S.

The Project has the potential to impact 0.565 acre of potential Waters of the U.S. To mitigate this
impact during construction, hi-visibility silt fencing and straw wattles shall be placed, at a distance
determined by a qualified biologist, from the edge of the wetland in order to protect the wetland.

If it is determined that construction may penetrate the wetland feature, an aquatic resources
delineation shall be prepared by a qualified biologist according to United States Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) standards. If no aquatic resources are identified, no further action is needed.
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If any direct impacts to jurisdictional features are proposed, a permit authorization to fill wetlands
under the Section 404 of the federal CWA (Section 404 Permit) shall be obtained from USACE
prior to discharging any dredged or fill materials into any Waters of the U.S. Mitigation measures
shall be developed as part of the Section 404 Permit to ensure no net loss of wetland function
and values. An application for a Section 404 Permit for the Project shall be prepared and
submitted to USACE, and shall include direct, avoided, and preserved acreages to Waters of the
U.S. Mitigation for impacts to Waters of the U.S. within the Project Area is recommended at a 1:1
ratio for direct impacts, however final mitigation requirements shall be developed in consultation
with USACE.

A Water Quality Certification or waiver pursuant to Section 401 of the CWA shall be obtained for
Section 404 permit actions.

If the aquatic resources are determined to be non-USACE jurisdictional, a Waste Discharge
Requirement under the California Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act may be required for
discharge into Waters of the State. The need for a Waste Discharge Requirement shall be
determined through consultation with the California State Water Resources Control Board.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to commencement of construction

Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project
construction lead

4.5 Cultural Resources
4.5.1 Cultural Resources Inventory Report

A Cultural Resources Inventory Report was prepared by ECORP Consulting (2020c¢) for the Proposed
Project to determine if cultural resources were present in or adjacent to the Project area and assess the
sensitivity of the Project area for undiscovered or buried cultural resources. The analysis of cultural
resources was based on a records search for the property at the Northeast Information Center (NEIC) of
the CHRIS at California State University, Chico on December 18, 2019. The purpose of the records search
was to determine the extent of previous surveys within a 0.5-mile (800-meter) radius of the proposed
project location, and whether previously documented pre-contact or historic archaeological sites,
architectural resources, or traditional cultural properties exist within this area. A RealQuest Property
search; historic General Land Office (GLO) land patent records search; and search of numerous historic
records, including but not limited to, official records and maps for archaeological sites and surveys in
Shasta County were also performed.

As a part of the Cultural Survey, ECORP contacted the California Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC) on December 16, 2019 to request a search of the Sacred Lands File for the APE. This search
determined whether or not Sacred Lands have been recorded by California Native American tribes within
the APE. A search of the Sacred Lands File by the NAHC failed to indicate the presence of Native American
cultural resources in the project area.
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ECORP mailed a letter to the Shasta Historical Society on December 16, 2019 to solicit comments or
obtain historical information that the repository might have regarding events, people, or resources of
historical significance in the area. No responses to the letters sent to the Shasta Historical Society were
received as of the preparation of this document (ECORP 2020c).

AB 52 requires that prior to the release of a CEQA document for a project, an agency begin consultation
with a California Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic
area of the proposed project if: (1) the California Native American tribe requested to the lead agency, in
writing, to be informed by the lead agency through formal notification of proposed projects in the
geographic area that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the tribe and (2) the California Native
American tribe responds, in writing, within 30 days of receipt of the formal notification, and requests the
consultation. EESD has not received any formal requests for tribal consultation.

4.5.2 Confidentiality Restrictions

Sections 6253, 6254, and 6254.10 of the California Code authorize state agencies to exclude
archaeological site information from public disclosure under the Public Records Act. In addition, the
California Public Records Act (Government Code § 6250 et seq.) and California’s open meeting laws (The
Brown Act, Government Code § 54950 et seq.) protect the confidentiality of Native American cultural place
information. Under Exemption 3 of the federal Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S. Code 5 [USC]), because
the disclosure of cultural resources location information is prohibited by the Archaeological Resources
Protection Act of 1979 (16 USC 470hh) and Section 304 of the National Historic Preservation Act, it is also
exempted from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act. Likewise, the Information Centers of the
California Historical Resources Information System maintained by the California Office of Historic
Preservation prohibit public dissemination of records search information. In compliance with these
requirements, the results of this cultural resource investigation were prepared as a confidential document,
which is not intended for public distribution in either paper or electronic format. As such, the Cultural
Resources Inventory Report is not included as an appendix in this Initial Study. While information
describing the various Cultural Resources time periods is included in the Initial Study discussion, all
references to location of artifacts have been removed for confidentiality and protection of these

resources.
4.5.3 Area of Potential Affects

The APE consists of the horizontal and vertical limits of the Project and includes the area within which
significant impacts or adverse effects to Historical Resources or Historic Properties could occur as a result
of the Project?. The APE is defined for projects subject to regulations implementing Section 106 (federal
law and regulations). For projects subject to CEQA, the term Project Area is used rather than APE. For the
purpose of this document, the terms Project Area and APE are interchangeable.

The horizontal APE consists of all areas where activities associated with the Project are proposed and, in
the case of the current Project, equals the Project Area subject to environmental review under the
National Environmental Policy Act and CEQA. This includes areas proposed for construction, vegetation

2 |n this case, the APE consists of the approximately 5-acre project area.
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removal, grading, trenching, stockpiling, staging, paving, and other elements described in the official
Project description. The horizontal APE consists of all areas where activities associated with the Project are
proposed and in the case of the current project, equals the project area subject to environmental review
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and CEQA. This includes areas proposed for
construction, vegetation removal, grading, trenching, stockpiling, staging, paving, and other elements
described in the official Project description. The horizontal represents the survey coverage area. It
measures approximately 560 feet in length by 520 feet in width.

The vertical APE is described as the maximum depth below the surface to which excavations for project
foundations and facilities will extend. Therefore, the vertical APE includes all subsurface areas where
archaeological deposits could be affected. The subsurface vertical APE varies across the project,
depending on the depth of the grading or trenching for installation of facilities. For the Proposed Project,
it could extend as deep as 10 feet below the current surface, and therefore, review of geologic and soils
maps was necessary to determine the potential for buried archaeological sites that cannot be seen on the
surface.

The vertical APE also is described as the maximum height of structures that could impact the physical
integrity and integrity of setting of cultural resources, including districts and traditional cultural properties.
For the Proposed Project, the above-surface vertical APE is up to 30 feet above the surface.

4.5.4 Records Search

Prior to conducting the intensive-level field survey, a records search for the property at the Northeast
Information Center (NEIC) of the CHRIS at California State University, Chico on December 18, 2019. The
purpose of the records search was to determine the extent of previous surveys within a 0.5-mile (800-
meter) radius of the proposed project location, and whether previously documented pre-contact or
historic archaeological sites, architectural resources, or traditional cultural properties exist within this area.

4.5.4.1 Previous Archaeological Survey

Seven previous cultural resource investigations have been conducted within 0.5 mile of the property,
covering approximately 40 percent of the total area surrounding the property within the record search
radius (Table 4.5-1). The previous studies were conducted between 1978 and 2007.

Table 4.5-1. Previous Cultural Studies in or Within 0.5 Mile of the Project Area

Report . Includes Portion of the
Number Author(s) Report Title Year Project Area?
62 S. E. Clewett and Elaine | Archaeological Reconnaissance of the Canby Road 1978 No
Sundahl Extension Project, Redding, California
Archaeological Reconnaissance of the Canby Road
% James Dotta Extension Project, Redding, California 1979 No
Archaeological Reconnaissance of the Lowe’s Home
6488 North State Resources, Inc. Center Project, Redding, Shasta County, California 2005 No
7094 James Manning Archaeological Reconnaissance 1979 No
Archaeological Survey Highway 44 Project District 2,
8183 Donald Manuel Shasta County (and addendums) 1917 No
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Cultural Resources Constraints Study for the
10118 |Tremaine & Associates, Inc.|Replacement of 7 Poles on the Cascade to Benton to| 2008 No
Deschutes 60kV Transmission Line
Cultural Resources Inventory for the North Area
13255 CH2M Hill Right-of-Way Maintenance Assessment, Central 2007 No
Valley Project and Pacific AC Intertie

The results of the records search indicate that none of the Project site has been previously surveyed for
cultural resources, and therefore, a pedestrian survey of the APE was warranted.

4.5.4.2 Recorded Cultural Resources

According to the NEIC files, no previously recorded pre-contact or historic-period cultural resources are
within or located within 0.5 mile of the Project Area.

The OHP's Directory of Properties, Historic Property Data File for Shasta County (dated April 5, 2012) did
not include any resources within 0.5 mile of the Project Area.

The National Register Information System did not list any eligible or listed properties within the Project
Area. The nearest National Register properties are located two miles northwest of the Project Area in
Historic Downtown Redding.

Resources listed as California Historical Landmarks by the OHP were reviewed on December 16, 2019. The
nearest listed landmark is #519: Bell's Bridge, located 4.5 miles southwest of the Project Area.

A review of Historic Spots in California mentions the old wagon trail, the Redding-Eureka Highway, 2.5
miles north of the Project Area. The current alignment of State Route 299 follows this original route. Kyle
also mentions Rancho Buenaventura, Charles Reading, and the Shasta Dam and Shasta Lake as part of
Redding's general history.

A search of historic GLO land patent records from the BLM's patent information database revealed that
the Central Pacific Railroad received a patent for Section 5, encompassing the Project Area, in 1879 as part
of a 345,671-acre grant. The federal government granted public land to the railroads in large swaths such
as this, which the railroad could then sell to finance railroad construction. The land grant included land in
Tehama and Shasta counties.

A RealQuest online property search for APN 067-120-040-000 and 067-350-038-000 revealed the
property consists of 2.84 acres and 10 acres, respectively, of vacant and school district land. No other
property history information was on record with RealQuest.

The Caltrans Bridge Local and State Inventories lists one historic-period bridge within 0.5 mile of the
Project Area. The local bridge is located 0.15 mile east of the Project Area and carries Mistletoe Lane over
the west branch of Churn Creek. It was constructed in 1954 and reconstructed in 1995. The bridge was
evaluated by Caltrans as a Category 5 bridge, not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C.

The Handbook of North American Indians indicated the Project Area was occupied by the Keswick group
of Wintu Indians but did not list or map any villages.
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4.5.4.3 Other Sources Consulted

In addition to the archaeological records of Shasta County as maintained by the NEIC, the following
sources were also consulted:

= Historic Property Data File for Shasta County;

= The National Register Information System;

= Office of Historic Preservation, California Historical Landmarks;

= California Historical Landmarks;,

= California Points of Historical Interest;

= Directory of Properties in the Historical Resources Inventory;

= Caltrans Local Bridge Survey;,

= Caltrans State Bridge Survey;

= Historic Spots in California;

= 1855 BLM GLO Plat Map for Township 31 North, Range 4 West;

= 1885 BLM GLO Plat Map for Township 31 North, Range 4 West;

= 1890 Red Bluff Sheet, California topographic quadrangle map (1:250,000 scale);
» 1946 USGS Redding, California topographic quadrangle map (1:62,500 scale);

= 1957 USGS Enterprise, California topographic quadrangle map (1:24,000 scale); and

= 1957 (photo revised 1969) USGS Enterprise, California topographic quadrangle map (1:24,000
scale).

4544 Field Survey

On December 19, 2019, ECORP subjected the 5.15-acre APE to an intensive pedestrian survey under the
guidance of the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Identification of Historic Properties using
transects spaced 15 meters apart. ECORP expended V4 person-day in the field. At that time, the ground
surface was examined for indications of surface or subsurface cultural resources. The general
morphological characteristics of the ground surface were inspected for indications of subsurface deposits
that may be manifested on the surface, such as circular depressions or ditches. Whenever possible, the
locations of subsurface exposures caused by such factors as rodent activity, water or soil erosion, or
vegetation disturbances were examined for artifacts or for indications of buried deposits. No subsurface
investigations or artifact collections were undertaken during the pedestrian survey.
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4.5.5 Environmental Setting

The Project area is located in the transition zone between the northern Sacramento Valley and the
Cascade foothills within a primarily coniferous forested area amidst a fully developed urban setting. An
unnamed drainage runs north to south through to eastern portion of the Project Area. Elevations range
from 556 to 558 feet AMSL. The Project Area is 0.7 mile east of the Sacramento River and 0.9 mile west of
Churn Creek. The Southern Cascade Range is to the east, the Klamath Mountains to the north, and the
North Coast Ranges to the west. Happy Valley is located to the south. An intermittent drainage is located
on the eastern edge of the Project Area.

The region’s climate is characterized as Mediterranean, with cool, wet winters and hot, dry summers. The
APE is dominated by a Valley Woodland plant community, characterized by the presence of oak trees,
cottonwood trees, willows, and some pine and manzanita.

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Web
Soil Survey website (NRCS 2019), two soil types are located within the Project Area: Churn gravelly loam
(CfA), deep, 0 to 3 percent slopes, are well or moderately well drained, moderately permeable soils formed
in mixed alluvium of low terraces; and Red Bluff Gravely Loam (RcA), moderately deep, 0 to 3 percent
slopes, consist of very deep well-drained soils formed in old mixed alluvium found on terraces.

There exists the potential for buried pre-contact archaeological sites in the Project Area due to the
presence of alluvium along the Sacramento River and Churn Creek, as well as the unnamed drainage
within the Project Area, and the likelihood of pre-contact archaeological sites located along perennial
waterways.

4.5.5.1 Regional Pre-Contact History

It is generally believed that human occupation of California began at least 10,000 years before present
(BP). The archaeological record indicates that between approximately 10,000 and 8,000 BP, a
predominantly hunting economy existed, characterized by archaeological sites containing numerous
projectile points and butchered large animal bones. Groups from this time period included only small
numbers of individuals who did not often stay in one place for extended periods.

Around 8,000 BP, there was a shift in focus from hunting towards a greater reliance on plant resources.
Archaeological evidence of this trend consists of a much greater number of milling tools (e.g., metates
and manos) for processing seeds and other vegetable matter. This period, which extended until around
5,000 years BP, is sometimes referred to as the Millingstone Horizon. Some projectile points are found in
archaeological sites from this period. An increase in the size of groups and the stability of settlements is
indicated by deep, extensive middens at some sites from this period.

In sites dating to after about 5,000 BP, archaeological evidence indicates that reliance on both plant
gathering and hunting continued as in the previous period, with more specialized adaptation to particular
environments. Mortars and pestles were added to metates and manos for grinding seeds and other
vegetable material. Flaked-stone tools became more refined and specialized, and bone tools were more
common. During this period, new peoples from the Great Basin began entering southern California. These
immigrants seem to have displaced or absorbed the earlier population of Hokan-speaking peoples.
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During this period, known as the Late Horizon, population densities were higher than before, and
settlement became concentrated in villages and communities along the coast and interior valleys.
Regional subcultures also started to develop, each with its own geographical territory and language or
dialect. These were most likely the basis for the groups encountered by the first Europeans during the
eighteenth century. Despite the regional differences, many material culture traits were shared among
groups, indicating a great deal of interaction. The introduction of the bow and arrow into the region
sometime around 2,000 BP is indicated by the presence of small projectile points.

The Project Area is located near the convergence of the North Coast, the Northeastern, and the Central
Valley regions of California. Investigations of the Trinity Reservoir (25 miles northwest of the Project Area)
identified 119 village sites with house pits, hearth features, obsidian debitage, and Gunther barbed-type
points. Other areas of archaeological significance include the Ellen Pickett State Forest (20 miles west of
the Project Area), South Fork Mountain (10 miles northwest of the Project Area), Squaw Creek, Cow Creek,
Swasey and Tower House Prehistoric districts, and the Trinity Summit Area.

Six cultural complexes for the North Coast Ranges of California have been identified, and three are
considered relevant to the Project area: the Borax Lake Complex, Mendocino Complex, and Shasta
Complex.

Borax Lake Complex

The Borax Lake Complex is divided into three phases, each defined by the presence of specific tools. The
earliest phase dates to between 12,000 and 8,000 BP and is characterized by the presence of fluted points
and crescent tools. The second phase dates to between 8,000 and 6,000 BP and is marked by the
appearance of groundstone tools (manos and metates) and Borax Lake wide-stemmed projectile points.
The third phase dates to between 5,000 and 3,000 BP and is characterized by the presence of nonfluted
concave base points, stemmed points, and groundstone tools.

Mendocino Complex

Characteristic artifacts of the Mendocino Complex, with a revised date range of 5,000 to 1,000 BP, include
a variety of flaked and ground stone tools that differentiate it from the preceding complex. A wide array
of projectile point types are associated with Mendocino sites, including lanceolate and diamond-shaped
points, points with a concave base, stemmed points, and both corner and side-notched points. Other
flaked stone tools include hafted-end scrapers and drills. The Mendocino Complex is also distinguished by
the appearance of two distinct mortar and pestle varieties: the bowl-shaped mortar with its attendant
bulbous ended pestle, and the cylindrical-shaped mortar, which was used with a pestle possessing both a
flattened and a pointed end. Plummet-shaped charmstones are also associated with this complex.

Shasta Complex

The Shasta Complex, generally dated to the period after AD 1600, is believed to have covered a rather
wide geographic area, including much of northern California and extending into Oregon. The Shasta
Complex has been divided into varying phases by different experts. In general, Shasta sites are
distinguished by deep, ash-filled midden mounds, typically located along streams; small Gunther series
projectile points; hopper basket mortars and pestles for processing acorns; spire-lopped Olivella beads
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and Haliotis pendants; and midden burials that vary in regard to positioning and orientation. The Shasta
Complex contains few manos and features obsidian as the primary material for flaked stone tools.

4.5.5.2 Local History

Although Russian and Spanish explorers were said to have travelled through the area as early as 1815, the
earliest documented Euroamerican presence in the Project area was related to fur trapping by the
Hudson's Bay Company. Seeking beaver pelts, which commanded top dollar, the trappers established and
mapped the first Euro-American trails into Shasta County. Among these were Peter Skene Ogden (who is
believed to have named Mount Shasta) and Jedediah Strong Smith, who travelled up the Sacramento
Valley and into Oregon, via the Pacific Coast, in 1827 and 1828. They were followed by an influx of miners,
responding to the discovery of gold at Sutter’s Mill in 1848.

Euroamerican settlement in the northern Sacramento Valley began in large part with the acquisition and
development of Rancho Buenaventura. Mexican Governor Manuel Micheltorena gave this land grant to
Major Pierson Barton Reading in 1844, who received a patent for the land from the U.S. government by
1854. Rancho Buenaventura encompassed six square leagues of land on both sides of the Sacramento
River from north of downtown Redding to south of Anderson.

The Gold Rush of the late 1840s and 1850s created a surge of miners working the rivers and creeks in
Shasta County. Although mining was primarily conducted several miles west of the Project Area, one of
the main routes the immigrants traveled to get to the mining areas near the Sacramento Valley was the
Noble's Trail. The present-day Highway 44 (located approximately 15 miles south of the Project Area)
essentially follows the Noble's Trail, intersecting several historic towns such as Viola, Shingletown, and
Millville. At the end of the Gold Rush, most miners took up ranching, farming, or other trades in the valley
areas, with very few settling the forested areas or higher elevations.

Major Pierson Barton Reading established a gold mine just north of Clear Creek. He named the area
Reading Springs, and by 1849 it became a permanent site for miners, and subsequently became the Gold
Rush boom town of Shasta.

The Homestead Act of 1862 and the arrival of the Central Pacific Railroad in Redding in 1872 led to a
population boom in Shasta County. The Homestead Act gave away 160-acres of land at a time to any
individual over the age of 21 who was head of household and could pay the $12 processing fee. The
vagueness of the wording allowed many women and immigrants to file land claims during this time. The
expansion of the railroads was correlated with the migration spurred by this act. A land agent of the
Southern Pacific Railroad named Benjamin B. Redding decided to make a rail stop there, and in 1872 the
tracks were routed through the area and the town was born.

Benjamin Bernard Redding was born in Canada in 1824 and sailed to California in 1849 to make his
fortune in the Gold Rush. He was elected to the California State Assembly from 1853-54, and elected
Mayor of Sacramento in 1856. He also served as Secretary of State from 1863 to 1867. He became the first
land agent for the Central Pacific Railroad in 1868, and bought the original property so the railroad could
be built. The area six miles east of Shasta, known at the time as Poverty Flats, was selected to be the
northern terminus of the railroad in 1872. People named the town Redding in honor their land agent.
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In 1874, local legislature moved to change the spelling of the town’s name to Reading, to honor Pierson B.
Reading as founder of the Shasta community. The railroad, however, refused to recognize the name
change, and as a result there was a lot of confusion over the official spelling of the town’s name. By 1880,
the name was officially changed to Redding. It became the County Seat in 1888 and it was moved from
Shasta after the decline of the mining industry.

From its early beginnings, mineral extraction was one of Redding's principal industry. Other than simply
the gold that spurred California’s exponential growth in the 1850s, copper and iron were also mined
heavily in the mountains surrounding Redding; however, these industries also produced heavy pollution
that damaged local agriculture. Their decline after the turn of the twentieth century led to drop in
Redding'’s population. The population recovered with a boom in the 1930s spurred by the construction of
Shasta Dam, 12 miles north of the Project Area. The dam project also spurred the development of nearby
commuter towns of Central Valley, Summit City, and Project City, which are now known under the name
Shasta Lake City. Growth through the 1950s was largely spurred by post-war demand for lumber
production, which remains one of Redding'’s principal industries today.

4.5.6 Cultural Resources (V) Environmental Checklist and Discussion
Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource pursuant to |:| |X| |:| |:|

§15064.57

The Cultural Resources Inventory concluded that no known historic resources will be affected by the
Proposed Project. However, there always remains the potential for ground-disturbing activities to expose
previously unrecorded historic resources. As such, mitigation measure CUL-1 is required to reduce
potential historic resource impacts to the less than significant level.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b)  Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an archaeological resource |:| |X| |:| |:|
pursuant to §15064.5?

No prehistoric/archaeological resources were identified within the APE. The absence of such resources
within the APE may be partly explained by the degree of intensive disturbance which portions of the APE
have been subjected to, including disking, placement of fill material, and the use of vehicles on the field.

While no known archaeological resources were found during the Cultural Resources Inventory Report
analysis, there always remains the potential for ground-disturbing activities to expose previously
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unrecorded archaeological resources. As such, mitigation measure CUL-1 is required to reduce potential
historic resource impacts to the less than significant level.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Q) Disturb any human remains, including those ] X u u

interred outside of dedicated cemeteries?

No known burial sites were identified during the field survey. A search of the Sacred Lands File by the
NAHC failed to indicate the presence of Native American cultural resources in the Project area. Although
Native American burial sites were not identified in the Project area, there is a possibility that unanticipated
human remains will be encountered during ground-disturbing project-related activities. Therefore,
impacts to unknown human remains would be less than significant with incorporation of mitigation
measure CUL-1.

4.5.7 Mitigation Measures

CUL-1: Cultural Resource Discovery

If subsurface deposits believed to be cultural or human in origin are discovered during
construction, all work must halt within a 100-foot radius of the discovery. A qualified professional
archaeologist, meeting the Secretary of the Interior’'s Professional Qualification Standards for pre-
contact and historic archaeologist, shall be retained by Enterprise Elementary School District to
evaluate the significance of the find, and shall have the authority to modify the no-work radius as
appropriate, using professional judgment. The following notifications shall apply, depending on
the nature of the find:

= |f the professional archaeologist determines that the find does not represent a cultural
resource, work may resume immediately and no agency notifications are required.

= |f the professional archaeologist determines that the find does represent a cultural resource
from any time period or cultural affiliation, he or she shall immediately notify the Enterprise
Elementary School District, the lead federal agency, and applicable landowner. The agencies
shall consult on a finding of eligibility and implement appropriate treatment measures, if the
find is determined to be a Historical Resource under CEQA, as defined in Section 15064.5(a) of
the CEQA Guidelines. Work may not resume within the no-work radius until the lead agencies,
through consultation as appropriate, determine that the site either: 1) is not a Historical
Resource under CEQA, as defined in Section 15064.5(a) of the CEQA Guidelines; or 2) that the
treatment measures have been completed to their satisfaction.

= |f the find includes human remains, or remains that are potentially human, he or she shall
ensure reasonable protection measures are taken to protect the discovery from disturbance
(AB 2641). The archaeologist shall notify the Shasta County Coroner (per § 7050.5 of the
Health and Safety Code). The provisions of § 7050.5 of the California Health and Safety Code,
§ 5097.98 of the California PRC, and AB 2641 will be implemented. If the Coroner determines
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the remains are Native American and not the result of a crime scene, the Coroner will notify
the NAHC, which then will designate a Native American Most Likely Descendant (MLD) for the
project (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). The designated MLD will have 48 hours from the time access
to the property is granted to make recommendations concerning treatment of the remains. If
the landowner does not agree with the recommendations of the MLD, the NAHC can mediate
(§ 5097.94 of the PRQ). If no agreement is reached, the landowner must rebury the remains
where they will not be further disturbed (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). This will also include either
recording the site with the NAHC or the appropriate Information Center; using an open space
or conservation zoning designation or easement; or recording a reinternment document with
the county in which the property is located (AB 2641). Work may not resume within the no-
work radius until the lead agencies, through consultation as appropriate, determine that the
treatment measures have been completed to their satisfaction.

Timing/Implementation. During construction
Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and Project construction
lead
4.6 Energy
4.6.1 Environmental Setting

4.6.1.1 Introduction

Energy consumption is analyzed in this IS/MND due to the potential direct and indirect environmental
impacts associated with the Project. Such impacts include the depletion of nonrenewable resources (i.e.,
oil, natural gas, coal) and emissions of pollutants during both the construction and long-term operational
phases.

4.6.1.2 Electricity/Natural Gas Services

Redding Electric Utility (REU) generates power for the City of Redding through state-regulated utility
contracts. REU states that they have been aggressive in diversifying their energy resource portfolio for
economic and reliability reasons, and more recently for environmental, renewable, and carbon reduction
objectives. REU operates from 50% green energy generated through hydropower, wind and solar (Shasta
Economic Development Corporation 2017). Natural gas is provided by Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E).
PG&E provides natural gas and electricity to most of the northern 2/3 of California, from Bakersfield and
Barstow to near the Oregon, Nevada and Arizona State Lines. It provides 5.2 million people with electricity
and/or natural gas across 70,000 square miles.

4.6.1.3 Energy Consumption

Electricity use is measured in kilowatt-hours (kWh), and natural gas use is measured in therms. Vehicle fuel
use is typically measured in gallons (e.g., of gasoline or diesel fuel), although energy use for electric
vehicles is measured in kWh.

The electricity consumption in Shasta County from 2014 to 2018 is shown in Table 4.6-1. As indicated, the
demand has slightly increased since 2014.
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Table 4.6-1. Non-Residential Electricity Consumption in Shasta County 2014-2018

Non-Residential Electricity
Consumption
Year (kilowatt hours)
2018 807,734,813
2017 814,692,639
2016 816,056,877
2015 837,248,805
2014 814,787,970

Source: CEC 2019

Automotive fuel consumption in Shasta County from 2014 to 2018 is shown in Table 4.6-2. As shown, on-
road and off-road fuel consumption have decreased in the county since 2014.

Table 4.6-2. Automotive Fuel Consumption in Shasta County 2014-2018

On-Road Fuel Consumption Off- Road Fuel Consumption
Year (gallons) (gallons)
2018 143,625,059 9,237,988
2017 147,148,857 8,891,014
2016 146,424,693 8,576,379
2015 142,948,993 7,871,568
2014 141,459,913 7,705,261

Source: CARB 2017

4.6.2 Energy (VI) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Result in potentially significant environmental
impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or ] ] X u
unnecessary consumption of energy resources,
during project construction or operation?

The impact analysis focuses on the three sources of energy that are relevant to the Proposed Project:
electricity, the equipment fuel necessary for Project construction, and the automotive fuel necessary for
Project operations. Addressing energy impacts requires an agency to make a determination as to what
constitutes a significant impact. There are no established thresholds of significance, statewide or locally,
for what constitutes a wasteful, inefficient, and unnecessary consumption of energy for a proposed land
use project. For the purpose of this analysis, the amount of electricity estimated to be consumed by the
Project is quantified and compared to that consumed by non-residential land uses (commercial and
industrial) in Shasta County. Similarly, the amount of fuel necessary for Project construction and
operations is calculated and compared to that consumed in Shasta County.
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The analysis of electricity gas usage is based on California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod)
modeling conducted by ECORP (see Appendix E), which quantifies energy use for Project operations. The
amount of operational automotive fuel use was estimated using the CARB's EMFAC2017 computer
program, which provides projections for typical daily fuel usage in Shasta County. The amount of total
construction-related fuel use was estimated using ratios provided in the Climate Registry's General
Reporting Protocol for the Voluntary Reporting Program, Version 2.1.

Energy consumption per year associated with the Proposed Project is summarized in Table 4.6-3.

Table 4.6-3. Proposed Project Energy and Fuel Consumption

Percentage Increase
Energy Type Annual Energy Consumption Countywide
Electricity Consumption' 24,179.8 kilowatt-hours 0.0029%
Automotive Fuel Consumption
Project Construction? 15,074 gallons 0.016%
Project Operations? 2,810 gallons 0.0019%
ScingEéEzI&ct;)icity consumption calculated by ECORP Consulting using CalEEMod 2016.3.2; 2Climate Registry 2016; SEMFAC2017

Notes: The Project increases in electricity and natural gas consumption are compared with all of the non-residential buildings in Shasta
County in 2018, the latest data available. The Project increases in automotive fuel consumption are compared with the countywide fuel
consumption in 2018, the most recent full year of data.

As shown in Table 4.6-3, the increase in electricity usage as a result of the Project would constitute a
negligible increase of 0.0029 percent in the typical annual electricity consumption attributable to non-
residential uses in Shasta County. Further, the Project would adhere to all federal, state, and local
requirements for energy efficiency, including the Title 24 standards. Title 24 standards establish minimum
efficiency standards related to various building features, including appliances, water and space heating
and cooling equipment, building insulation and roofing, and lighting. Implementation of the Title 24
standards significantly reduces energy usage. Due to the relatively low increase in electricity from the
Project and the implementation of energy reducing strategies, the Project would not result in the
inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary consumption of building energy.

The Project’s gasoline fuel consumption during the construction period is estimated to be 15,074 gallons
of fuel, which would increase the annual construction-related gasoline fuel use in the County by 0.016
percent during the single year that Project construction takes place. As such, Project construction would
have a nominal effect on local and regional energy supplies, especially over the long-term. Additionally,
construction equipment fleet turnover and increasingly stringent state and federal regulations on engine
efficiency combined with state regulations limiting engine idling times and require recycling of
construction debris, would further reduce the amount of transportation fuel demand during Project
construction. For these reasons, it is expected that construction fuel consumption associated with the
Project would not be any more inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary than other similar development
projects of this nature.

As indicated in Table 4.6-3, Project operation is estimated to consume approximately 2,810 gallons of
automotive fuel per year, which would increase the annual countywide automotive fuel consumption by
0.0019 percent. The amount of operational fuel use was estimated using the CARB’'s EMFAC2017
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computer program, which provides projections for typical daily fuel usage in Shasta County. This analysis
conservatively assumes that all of the automobile trips projected to arrive at the Project during operations
would be new to Shasta County. The Project would not result in any unusual characteristics that would
result in excessive long-term operational automotive fuel consumption. The Proposed Project would not
increase school capacity and would reduce vehicle idling by providing increased pick-up and drop-off
area for students. Fuel consumption associated with vehicle trips generated by the Project would not be
considered inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary in comparison to other similar developments in the
region.

For these reasons, this impact would be less than significant.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for [] [] X ]

renewable energy or energy efficiency?

The Shasta Regional Climate Action Plan (CAP) includes measures to reduce energy consumption, as
energy consumption represents the second largest emissions of GHG in Redding (32 percent). The CAP
requires that new construction constructed between 2014 and 2020 comply with the 2013 Title 24
Building Energy Efficient Standards (Measure BE-4: New Construction) (Resource Management 2012).
Updated Title 24 standards were promulgated in 2019 and more stringent standards will come into effect
in 2022 (SCAQMD 2012). The Project will be required to comply with the most recent existing standards at
the commencement of construction. In addition, the Project has the option to comply with voluntary
measures included in the CAP, including Voluntary measure BE-4: Solar Photovoltaic Systems, which
encourages the installation of solar panels and use of solar electricity. As discussed in under Item a) the
energy and fuel consumption related to this Project would be minimal. For these reasons, this impact
would be less than significant.

4.6.3 Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.

4.7 Geology and Soils

4.7.1 Environmental Setting

4.7.1.1 Geomorphic Setting

The Project site is located in the north-central portion of the Cascade Range geomorphic province of
California. The Cascade Range is a chain of volcanic cones, extends through Washington and Oregon into
California. It is dominated by Mt. Shasta, a glacier-mantled volcanic cone, rising 14,162 feet above sea
level. The southern termination is Lassen Peak, which last erupted in the early 1900s. The Cascade Range
is transected by deep canyons of the Pit River. The river flows through the range between these two major
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volcanic cones, after winding across interior Modoc Plateau on its way to the Sacramento River (California
Geological Survey [CGS] 2002).

4.7.1.2 Site Geology

The Cascade Range, which encompasses Redding, is comprised of slopes, valleys, and peaks around
Mount Lassen to the west; closer to the Project Area the region spans broad, relatively young volcanic
tablelands with various cones and flows, faulted with small north-to-south trending mountain ranges. The
Cascade Range is unique from the surrounding mountain regions marked by Quaternary-aged volcanic
rocks and well-preserved volcanos, some historically active. East-west-trending river systems that
meander along fault lines drain large basins in the uplands, with river systems typically confined to steep,
incised canyons that drain to the larger tributaries of the Sacramento Valley (ECORP 2020c).

4.7.1.3 Site Soils

According to the NRCS through the Web Soil Survey database, the Project site is composed of two soils
unit, Churn gravelly loam, deep, 0 to 3 percent slopes and Red Bluff gravelly loam, moderately deep, 0 to
3 percent slopes, as shown in Table 4.7-1. The Web Soil Survey also identifies drainage, flooding, erosion,
runoff, and the linear extensibility potential for the Project soils. According to this survey, all of the Project
soils are moderately well or well drained, have a moderate runoff potential, and have no potential for
flooding. The majority of Project site soils have a slight erosion potential and a low to moderate linear
extensibility (shrink-swell) (NRCS 2019).

Table 4.7-1. Project Area Soil Characteristics

Flooding
Percentage of Frequency Erosion

Soil Site Drainage Class Hazard'
Churn gravelly loam, deep, 0 to 3 percent 85.7% Well drained None Slight
slopes ’
Red Bluff gravelly loam, moderately deep, 0 14.3% Moderately well None Sliaht
to 3 percent slopes o drained 9

Linear
Runoff Extensibility
Potential? (Rating)? Frost Action*

Churn gravelly loam, deep, 0 to 3 percent 0
slopes C (moderate) 1.5%, low None
Red Bluff gravelly loam, moderately deep, 0 C (moderate) 4.5%, moderate None
to 3 percent slopes

Source: NRCS 2019

Notes:

1.The ratings are both verbal and numerical. The hazard is described as "slight," "moderate," "severe," or "very severe." A rating of "slight"
indicates that erosion is unlikely under ordinary climatic conditions; "moderate" indicates that some erosion is likely and that erosion-
control measures may be needed; "severe" indicates that erosion is very likely and that erosion-control measures, including revegetation
of bare areas, are advised; and "very severe" indicates that significant erosion is expected, loss of soil productivity and offsite damage
are likely, and erosion-control measures are costly and generally impractical.
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Flooding
Percentage of Frequency Erosion
Soil Site Drainage Class Hazard'

2. Hydrologic soil groups are based on estimates of runoff potential. Soils are assigned to one of four groups according to the rate of water
infiltration when the soils are not protected by vegetation, are thoroughly wet, and receive precipitation.
Group A: Soils having a high infiltration rate (low runoff potential) when thoroughly wet.
Group B: Soils having a moderate infiltration rate when thoroughly wet.
Group C: Soils having a slow infiltration rate when thoroughly wet.
Group D: Soils having a very slow infiltration rate (high runoff potential) when thoroughly wet.

3.Linear extensibility is used to determine the shrink-swell potential of soils. The shrink-swell potential is low if the soil has a linear
extensibility of less than 3%, moderate if 3 to 6%, high if 6 to 9%, and very high if more than 9%. If the linear extensibility is more than 3,
shrinking and swelling can cause damage to buildings, roads, and other structures and to plant roots. Special design commonly is
needed.

4.Potential for frost action is the likelihood of upward or lateral expansion of the soil caused by the formation of segregated ice lenses
(frost heave) and the subsequent collapse of the soil and loss of strength on thawing. Frost action occurs when moisture moves into the
freezing zone of the soil. Frost heave and low soil strength during thawing cause damage to pavements and other rigid structures.

4.7.1.4 Regional Seismicity and Fault Zones

In California, special definitions for active faults were devised to implement the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zoning Act of 1972, which regulates development and construction in order to avoid the hazard of
surface fault rupture. The State Mining and Geology Board established policies and criteria in accordance
with the act. The board defined an active fault as one which has had surface displacement within
Holocene time (about the last 11,000 years). A potentially active fault was considered to be any fault that
showed evidence of surface displacement during Quaternary time (last 1.6 million years). Because of the
large number of potentially active faults in California, the State Geologist adopted additional definitions
and criteria in an effort to limit zoning to only those faults with a relatively high potential for surface
rupture. Thus, the term sufficiently active was defined as a fault for which there was evidence of Holocene
surface displacement. This term was used in conjunction with the term well-defined, which relates to the
ability to locate a Holocene fault as a surface or near-surface feature (CGS 2011).

According to the DOC Data Viewer interactive mapping program, the closest earthquake faults to the
Project site are two unnamed Quaternary era faults north of the City approximately seven to eight miles
north of the Project site. The nearest named fault is the Hoadley Fault approximate 9.5 miles to the to the
west of the site. The Hoadley Fault is also a Quaternary era fault. The nearest Holocene fault is the Rocky
Ledge fault located approximately 43 miles to the east of the Project site (CGS 2019).

4.7.1.5 Paleontological Resources

A paleontological records search was completed using the University of California Museum of
Paleontology (UCMP) Locality Search website on December 10, 2019. The search included a review of the
institution’s paleontology specimen collection records for Shasta County, including the Project area and
vicinity. The purpose of the assessment was to determine the sensitivity of the Project area, whether or
not known occurrences of paleontological resources are present within or immediately adjacent to the
Project area, and whether or not implementation of the project could result in significant impacts to
paleontological resources. Paleontological resources include mineralized (fossilized) or unmineralized
bones, teeth, soft tissues, shells, wood, leaf impressions, footprints, burrows, and microscopic remains.

Environmental Checklist and Discussion 4-44 March 2020



Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration
Mistletoe Elementary School Project

The results of the search of the UCMP indicated that 39 paleontological specimens were recorded from 37
identified localities and two unidentified localities in the City of Redding. Paleontological resources

include fossilized remains of plants, mammals, fish, mollusks, and microfossils. No paleontological

resources have been previously recorded within or near the Proposed Project site (UCMP 2020).

4.7.2 Geology and Soils (Vi) Environmental Checklist and Discussion
Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
i Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial

adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, |:| |:| |X| D
or death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or based on [] [] X ]
other substantial evidence of a known fault?
Refer to Division of Mines and Geology
Special Publication 42.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? ] ] X ]

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including

liquefaction? L u 3
iv) Landslides? [] [] X []

[]

i)

ii)

The Proposed Project site is not located within an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Zone (CGS 2011,
2016). There would be no impact related to fault rupture.

According to CGS’ Earthquake Shaking Potential for California mapping, the Proposed Project site
is located in an area which has a low to moderate likelihood of experience ground shaking.
During most earthquakes, only weaker masonry buildings would be damaged. However, very
infrequent earthquakes could still cause strong shaking in the area (CGS 2016). The Proposed
Project includes the construction of a gymnasium, an athletic field, an operations and
maintenance (O&M) building, vehicle parking areas, a bus parking area, and a pick-up and drop-
off area. The gymnasium and O&M building in particular may be affected by a seismic event.
However, all structures would be required to comply with the 2019 California Building Code (CBC),
including the required seismic mitigation standards. Because of the required compliance with the
CBC seismic mitigation standards and the distance from active faults, the Proposed Project would
have a less than significant impact related to strong ground shaking.
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iii) Liquefaction occurs when loose sand and silt saturated with water behaves like a liquid when
shaken by an earthquake. Liquefaction can result in the following types of seismic-related ground
failure:

e Loss of bearing strength — soils liquefy and lose the ability to support structures
e lateral spreading — soils slide down gentle slopes or toward stream banks
e Flow failures — soils move down steep slopes with large displacement

e Ground oscillation — surface soils, riding on a buried liquefied layer, are thrown back and forth
by shaking

e Flotation - floating of light buried structures to the surface
e Settlement - settling of ground surface as soils reconsolidate
e Subsidence — compaction of soil and sediment

Liquefaction potential has been found to be greatest where the groundwater level and loose
sands occur within a depth of about 50 feet or less. DOC provides mapping for area susceptible to
liquefaction in California. According to this mapping, the Project is not located in an area of
liquefaction (DOC 2019b). As such, the Proposed Project would result in less than significant
impacts with regard to seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction.

iv) The Project site is of minimal elevation gain and the site does not have steep hillsides or other
formations susceptible to landslides during a seismic event. As such, the potential for landslides
would be less than significant.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
i Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of |:| |:| |X| |:|

topsoil?

As shown in Table 4.6-1, the Project soils have a slight erosion potential. Construction activities during
Project site development, such as grading, excavation, and soil hauling, would disturb soils and potentially
expose them to wind and water erosion.

The Project applicant will be required to prepare a SWPPP to comply with the RWQCB General
Construction Storm Water Permit. BMPs are included as part of the SWPPP and would be implemented to
manage erosion and the loss of topsoil during construction-related activities (see Section 4.10.2).
Implementation of the Project’s required BMPs would reduce soil erosion impacts to a less than significant
impact.
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Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Q) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is
unstable, or that would become unstable as a
result of the project, and potentially result in on- L] L] X ]
or offsite landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction or collapse?

As discussed previously, the Project site has little potential for landslides.

Lateral spreading is a form of horizontal displacement of soil toward an open channel or other “free” face,
such as an excavation boundary. Lateral spreading can result from either the slump of low cohesion and
unconsolidated material or, more commonly, by liquefaction of either the soil layer or a subsurface layer
underlying soil material on a slope, resulting in gravitationally driven movement. One indicator of
potential lateral expansion is frost action. Potential for frost action is the likelihood of upward or lateral
expansion of the soil caused by the formation of segregated ice lenses (frost heave) and the subsequent
collapse of the soil and loss of strength on thawing (NRCS 2019). As indicated in Table 4.6-1, the Web Soil
Survey identifies the Project site as having soils with a no frost action potential. Additionally, as discussed
in Item a) iii) above, the Project site is not identified as being in an area with a potential for liquefaction.
As such, the potential for impacts due to lateral spreading would be less than significant.

With the withdrawal of fluids, the pore spaces within the soils decrease, leading to a volumetric reduction.
If that reduction is significant enough over an appropriately thick sequence of sediments, regional ground
subsidence can occur. This typically only occurs within poorly lithified sediments and not within
competent rock.3 No oil, gas, or high-volume water extraction wells are known to be present in the
Project area. According to the USGS, the Project site is not located in an area of land subsidence (USGS
2018). As such, the potential for impacts due to subsidence would be less than significant.

Collapse occurs when water is introduced to poorly cemented soils, resulting in the dissolution of the soil
cementation and the volumetric collapse of the soil. In most cases, the soils are cemented with weak clay
(argillic) sediments or soluble precipitates. This phenomenon generally occurs in granular sediments
situated within arid environments. Collapsible soils will settle without any additional applied pressure
when sufficient water becomes available to the soil. Water weakens or destroys bonding material between
particles that can severely reduce the bearing capacity of the original soil. The collapse potential of these
soils must be determined for consideration in the foundation design.

Because of the required compliance with the CBC seismic mitigation standards and the distance from
active faults the potential for that settlement/collapse at the site is considered unlikely. As such, there is a
less than significant impact in this area.

3 The processes by which loose sediment is hardened to rock are collectively called lithification.
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Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table
18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994),
creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life u u = o
or property?

Expansive soils are types of soil that shrink or swell as the moisture content decreases or increases.
Structures built on these soils may experience shifting, cracking, and breaking damage as soils shrink and
subside or expand. Expansive soils can be determined by a soil’s linear extensibility. There is a direct
relationship between linear extensibility of a soil and the potential for expansive behavior, with expansive
soil generally having a high linear extensibility. Thus, granular soils typically have a low potential to be
expansive, whereas clay-rich soils can have a low to high potential to be expansive. The shrink-swell
potential is low if the soil has a linear extensibility of less than three percent, moderate if 3 to 6 percent,
high if 6 to 9 percent, and very high if more than 9 percent. If the linear extensibility is more than 3,
shrinking and swelling can cause damage to buildings, roads, and other structures and to plant roots. As
shown in Table 4.6-1, linear extensibility values for the site are 1.5 percent 4.5 percent. Soils with linear
extensibility in that range correlate to soils having a low and moderate expansion potential. The soil type
with moderate linear extensibility makes up a fairly small percentage of the site; 14.3 percent. Based on
this information, the potential for impacts because of expansive soils would be less than significant.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting
the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater ] u u X
disposal systems where sewers are not available
for the disposal of wastewater?

The Project does not include the installation of septic tanks or alternative waste disposal systems. As such,
the Project would have no impact in this area.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or unique |:| |X| |:| |:|
geologic feature?

No known paleontological resources sites were identified during the field survey of the Project site. A
search of the UCMP failed to indicate the presence of paleontological resources in the Project area (UCMP
2020). Although paleontological resources sites were not identified in the Project area, there is a
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possibility that unanticipated paleontological resources will be encountered during ground-disturbing
project-related activities. Therefore, impacts to unknown paleontological resources would be less than
significant with incorporation of mitigation measure GEO-1.

4.7.3 Mitigation Measures

GEO-1: Paleontological or Sensitive Geologic Resource Discovery

If paleontological or other geologically sensitive resources are identified during any phase of
Project development, the construction manager shall cease operation at the site of the discovery
and immediately notify Enterprise Elementary School District. Enterprise Elementary School
District shall retain a qualified paleontologist to provide an evaluation of the find and to prescribe
mitigation measures to reduce impacts to a less-than-significant level. In considering any
suggested mitigation proposed by the consulting paleontologist, Shasta County shall determine
whether avoidance is necessary and feasible in light of factors such as the nature of the find,
project design, costs, land use assumptions, and other considerations. If avoidance is unnecessary
or infeasible, other appropriate measures (e.g., data recovery) shall be instituted. Work may
proceed on other parts of the Project site while mitigation for paleontological resources is carried

out.
Timing/Implementation: During construction
Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District and the Project

construction lead

4.8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions
4.8.1 Environmental Setting

Greenhouse gases (GHGs) are released as byproducts of fossil fuel combustion, waste disposal, energy
use, land use changes, and other human activities. This release of gases, such as carbon dioxide (COy),
methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N.0), and chlorofluorocarbons, creates a blanket around the earth that
allows light to pass through but traps heat at the surface, preventing its escape into space. While this is a
naturally occurring process known as the greenhouse effect, human activities have accelerated the
generation of GHGs beyond natural levels. The overabundance of GHGs in the atmosphere has led to an
unexpected warming of the earth and has the potential to severely impact the earth’s climate system
(IPCC 2013, 2014).

Each GHG differs in its ability to absorb heat in the atmosphere based on the lifetime, or persistence, of
the gas molecule in the atmosphere. CH4 traps more than 25 times more heat per molecule than CO,, and
N>O absorbs 298 times more heat per molecule than CO,. Often, estimates of GHG emissions are
presented in COe. Expressing GHG emissions in carbon dioxide equivalents takes the contribution of all
GHG emissions to the greenhouse effect and converts them to a single unit equivalent to the effect that
would occur if only CO; were being emitted (EPA 20164, b, c).
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State
At the federal and state level, laws are in place to set GHG reduction targets at regular intervals.

At the state level, Assembly Bill (AB) 32 (2006) and associated scoping plan updates (2008) set a goal for
the state to reduce its GHG emissions by 30 percent below projected 2020 business-as-usual emissions
levels. Further, Executive Order B-30-15 (2015) establishes a California GHG reduction target of 40 percent
below 1990 levels by 2030 and aims to reach the ultimate goal of reducing emissions 80 percent below
1990 levels by 2050.

Senate Bill (SB) 32 and AB 197 of 2016 serve to extend California's GHG reduction programs beyond 2020.
SB 32 amended the Health and Safety Code to include Section 38566, which contains language to
authorize CARB to achieve a statewide GHG emission reduction of at least 40 percent below 1990 levels
by no later than December 31, 2030. SB 32 codified the targets established by EO B-30-15 for 2030, which
set the next interim step in the State's continuing efforts to pursue the long-term target expressed in EOs
S-3-05 and B-30-15 of 80 percent below 1990 emissions levels by 2050.

In addition, SB X1-2 of 2011 requires all California utilities to generate 33 percent of their electricity from
renewables by 2020. In October 2015, SB 350 was signed by Governor Brown, which requires retail sellers
and publicly-owned utilities to procure 50 percent of their electricity from renewable resources by 2030. In
2018, SB 100 was signed by Governor Brown, codifying a goal of 60 percent renewable procurement by
2030 and 100 percent by 2045 RPS.

Local

Shasta County Air Quality Management District

The Shasta County Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) does not promulgate thresholds for GHG
emissions; therefore, the analysis will rely on a multi-tiered approach to analyzing GHG.

Shasta Regional Climate Action Plan

As previously described, the SCAQMD initiated the Shasta Regional Climate Action Plan (CAP) process in
2010. The primary objectives of the CAP process are to contribute to the State’s climate protection efforts
and to provide CEQA review streamlining benefits for development projects in the region'’s four
jurisdictions. The CAP establishes a community-wide emissions reduction target of 15 percent below 2008
levels by 2020, following guidance from CARB and the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research. CARB
and the California Attorney General have determined this approach to be consistent with the statewide AB
32 goal of reducing emissions to 1990 levels by the year 2020. To facilitate these objectives, the SCAQMD
worked with the four jurisdictions to prepare community-specific, independent climate action plans that
contain GHG emission inventories and forecasts, emission reduction measures, and implementation and
monitoring programs.

To meet emissions reduction targets, the CAP relies on a combination of statewide actions and local
emissions reduction efforts. The CAP identifies both mandatory and voluntary emission reduction
measures that would apply to different types of proposed projects, including the Proposed Project. For
each of the mandatory measures, the CAP either reinforces the implementation of current codes and
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ordinances or recommends changes to the City's codes and ordinances that would result in GHG
reductions. CAP Measure BE-2: New Construction, is the primary mandatory CAP requirement applicable
to new development projects. Measure BE-2 states that all new construction projects shall demonstrate 15
percent higher efficiency than the California Title 24 Building Efficiency Standards (also known as the
California Energy Code).!" The remaining CAP measures are essentially voluntary, relying on assumed
levels of community participation to create communitywide emission reductions. Voluntary measure BE-4:
Solar Photovoltaic Systems encourages the installation of solar panels and use of solar electricity. The
Proposed Project has the option to generate power through solar energy. All development in Redding,
including the Project, is required to adhere to all City-adopted policy provisions, including those
contained in the CAP.

2018 Shasta Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strateqy (RTP/SCS)

The 2018 RTP/SCS embodies a collective vision for the region’s future and is developed with input from
local governments, including the City of Redding. The RTP/SCS establishes GHG emissions goals for
automobiles and light-duty trucks for 2020 and 2035 and establishes an overall GHG target for the region
consistent with both the statewide GHG-reduction targets for 2020 and the post-2020 statewide GHG
reduction goals. The 2018 RTP/SCS is a long-range visioning plan to encourage and promote the safe and
efficient management, operation, and development of a regional intermodal transportation system that,
when linked with appropriate land use planning, will serve the mobility needs of goods and people. Future
investments seek to reduce traffic bottlenecks, improve the efficiency of the region’s network, and expand
mobility choices. The RTP/SCS is an important planning document for the region, allowing project
sponsors to qualify for federal funding. In addition, the RTP/SCS is supported by a combination of
transportation and land use strategies that help the region achieve state GHG emission reduction goals
and federal Clean Air Act requirements, preserve open space areas, improve public health and roadway
safety, support the vital goods movement industry, and use resources more efficiently.

The core strategy of the 2018 RTP/SCS is focused growth in existing Shasta County communities along
the existing transportation network. This strategy allows the best “bang for the buck” in achieving key
regional economic, environmental and equity goals: It builds upon existing community characteristics,
efficiently leverages existing infrastructure, and mitigates impacts on areas with less development. The
RTP/SCS identifies forecasted residential and job growth areas throughout Shasta County which are areas
focused for growth and development.

1 The 2016 update to the Building Energy Efficiency Standards focuses on several key areas to improve the energy efficiency of
newly constructed buildings and additions and alterations to existing buildings. The most significant efficiency improvements to
the residential Standards include improvements for attics, walls, water heating, and lighting. The 2016 Building Energy Efficiency
Standards are 28 percent more efficient than previous standards for residential construction. Energy-efficient buildings require
less electricity, and increased energy efficiency reduces fossil fuel consumption and decreases GHG emissions.
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4.8.2 Greenhouse Gas Emissions (VIII) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either
directly or indirectly, that may have a significant [] [] = ]
impact on the environment?

The Proposed Project would generate GHG emissions during both construction and operations. As
explained above, the SCAQMD does not promulgate thresholds for GHG emissions; therefore, the analysis
relies on a multi-tiered approach to analyzing GHG emissions. To determine if the Project will generate
GHG emissions that may have a significant impact on the environment, Project GHG emissions will first be
compared with the thresholds established by the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association
(CAPCOA). CAPCOA has provided guidance for determining the significance of GHG emissions generated
from land use development projects. CAPCOA also considers projects that generate more than 900 metric
tons of COze to be significant. This threshold was developed to ensure at least 90 percent of new GHG
emissions would be reviewed and assessed for mitigation, thereby contributing to the Statewide GHG
emissions reduction goals for the year 2020 promulgated under AB 32 and the post-2020 reduction goals
promulgated under SB 32. Thus, both cumulatively and individually, projects that generate less than 900
metric tons CO.e per year have a negligible contribution to overall emissions. Additionally, Project
operational emissions will be compared for consistency with the GHG inventory prepared in the Shasta
Regional Climate Action Plan, as well as compliance with the Plan’s mandatory measures for new
development. Lastly, Project operational GHG emissions will also be compared for consistency with the
goals and assumptions of the Shasta Regional Transportation Agency (SRTA) 2018 Shasta Regional
Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS), which establishes an overall GHG
target for the Project region consistent with both the target date of AB 32 (2020) and the post-2020 GHG
reduction goals of SB 32 (SRTA 2018b).

Construction Emissions

Construction-related activities that would generate GHGs include worker commute trips, haul trucks
carrying supplies and materials to and from the Project site, and off-road construction equipment
(e.g., dozers, loaders, excavators).

Construction-generated GHG emissions associated the Proposed Project were calculated using the CARB-
approved CalEEMod computer program, which is designed to model emissions for land use development
projects, based on typical construction requirements. Predicted maximum annual construction-generated
emissions for the Proposed Project are summarized in Table 4.8-1.
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Table 4.8-1. Construction-Related Greenhouse Gas Emissions (SMM Mitigation Incorporated)

Construction Year Carbon D|0{I:1det:rlfcqr;;2;ents (COze)
Construction
Year 2020 132
Year 2021 22
Construction Total 154
SCAQMD Significance Threshold 900
Exceed Threshold? No

Source: CalEEMod version 2016.3.2. Refer to Appendix B for Model Data Outputs.
Note: Building construction, paving, and architectural coating assumed to occur simultaneously.

As shown in Table 4.8-1, GHG emissions would remain below the significance threshold during Project
construction. Construction-generated GHG emissions would be less than significant.
Operational Emissions

Operation of the Project would result in GHG emissions predominantly associated with motor vehicle and
school bus use. As explained above, the CAPCOA threshold of 900 metric tons will be utilized to
determine the significance of GHG impacts. Table 4.8-2 summarizes all the direct and indirect annual GHG
emissions levels associated with operations of the Project.

Table 4.8-2. Operational-Related Greenhouse Gas Emissions (SMM Mitigation Incorporated)

CO2e
Emissions Source (metric tons)
Area Source (landscaping, hearth) 0
Energy 77
Mobile 134
Waste 1
Water 2
Total: 214
Significance Threshold 900
Exceed Threshold? No

Source: CalEEMod version 2016.3.2. Refer to Appendix B for Model Data Outputs.

As shown in Table 4.8-2, GHG emissions would remain below the significance threshold during Project
operations. Operational-generated GHG emissions would be less than significant.
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Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing L] L] X []
the emissions of greenhouse gases?

As identified under response 4.8.2 (a), Project-generated GHG emissions would not surpass the CAPCOA
GHG significance threshold, which was prepared with the purpose of complying with California GHG
reduction goals. Furthermore, the Proposed Project would not conflict with any adopted plans, policies, or
regulations adopted for the purpose of reducing GHG emissions.

As per the RPT/SCS, which contains GHG-reduction goals from mobile sources, the Project site is located
in an area anticipated for moderate urban growth. The Project site and adjacent area are projected to
accommodate one residential household and two to ten jobs in the RTP/SCS by 2035. Additionally, some
of the land just northeast of the Project site, along and on either side Mistletoe Lane, is projected to
accommodate 11-100 residential households by 2035. Lastly, the area just south of the Project site is
expected to accommodate a combination of one and two-ten residential households by 2035 (SRTA
2018b, Figure 48). Since the Project site is in a location planned for urban and job growth in the RTP/SCS
planning period, it is included in an area where such development is both predicted and encouraged in
the RTP/SCS. The Proposed Project, a school expansion, is urban development, which is consistent with
the projections of the RTP/SCS. The school will continue to provide educational and career opportunities
for Redding residents. Therefore, the Project is consistent with 2018 RTP/SCS and it can be assumed that
regional mobile emissions will continue to decrease in line with the goals of 2018 RTP/SCS with
implementation of the Proposed Project. Implementing the 2018 RTP/SCS will greatly reduce the regional
GHG emissions from transportation, and the Proposed Project will not obstruct the achievement of
RTP/SCS emission reduction targets.

Furthermore, the Proposed Project would adhere to all City-adopted policy provisions, including those
contained in the CAP. Measure BE-2: New Construction states that all new construction projects shall
demonstrate 15 percent higher efficiency than the California Title 24 Building Efficiency Standards.
Voluntary CAP Measure BE-4: Solar Photovoltaic Systems encourages the installation of solar panels and
use of solar electricity. The Proposed Project has the option to generate power through solar energy. The
Proposed Project would not conflict with the CAP, and no aspects of the Project would inhibit CAP
measures.

As such, the Proposed Project would not conflict with an adopted plan, policy, or regulation pertaining to
GHGs. The Project is of reduced intensity of land use envisioned for the site vicinity in the General Plan,
and as a result, the Project would not exceed the population or job growth projections used by the City to
develop the CAP. As described, all development in Redding, including the Project, is required to adhere to
all City-adopted policy provisions, including Measure BE-2, the mandatory CAP requirement applicable to
new development projects. Furthermore, the Project is proposed for a location consistent with urban
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development anticipated for the site in the 2018 RTP/SCS, and therefore will not obstruct the achievement
of the RTP/SCS emission reduction targets.

Therefore, the Proposed Project would not conflict with California GHG reduction goals. A less than
significant impact would occur.

4.8.3 Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.

4.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials

4.9.1 Environmental Setting

A material is considered hazardous if it appears on a list of hazardous materials prepared by a federal,
state, or local agency or if it has characteristics defined as hazardous by such an agency. A hazardous
material is defined by the California Health and Safety Code, § 25501 as follows:

"Hazardous material” means any material that, because of its quantity, concentration, or physical
or chemical characteristics, poses a significant present or potential hazard to human health and
safety or to the environment if released into the workplace or the environment. "Hazardous
materials" include, but are not limited to, hazardous substances, hazardous waste, and any
material that a handler or the administering agency has a reasonable basis for believing that it
would be injurious to the health and safety of persons or harmful to the environment if released
into the workplace or the environment.

A hazardous material is defined in Title 22, Section 662601.10, of the CCR as follows:

A substance or combination of substances which, because of its quantity, concentration, or
physical, chemical or infectious characteristics, may either (1) cause, or significantly contribute to,
an increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible, or incapacitating reversible, illness;
or (2) pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health or environment when
improperly treated, stored, transported or disposed of or otherwise managed.

The release of hazardous materials into the environment could potentially contaminate soils, surface
water, and groundwater supplies.

Most hazardous materials regulation and enforcement in Shasta County is managed by the Shasta County
Environmental Health Division. The Division is charged with the responsibility of enforcement of pertinent
California health laws, rules, regulations, and Shasta County Ordinances and is responsible for responding
to incidents involving any release or threatened release of hazardous materials. Threats to people,
property and the environment are assessed, and then remedial action procedures are conducted under
the supervision of a Registered Environmental Health Specialist. The Division is also responsible for
requiring all business that use hazardous materials to comply with the State required hazardous materials
business plan submittal and registration with the California Environmental Reporting System.
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Under Government Code § 65962.5, both the California Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC)
and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) are required to maintain lists of sites known to
have hazardous substances present in the environment. Both agencies maintain up-to-date lists on their
websites. The Proposed Project underwent a Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA). Upon receipt of
the Phase | ESA results, the DTSC issued a letter stating that while the Phase | ESA indicated that no
recognized environmental conditions (RECs) were identified on the site, the DTSC identified data gaps in
the ESA that require further investigation. The DTSC determined that a Preliminary Environmental
Assessment (PEA) is required for the site and the PEA will need to investigate environmental conditions of
concern identified by the DTSC due to unknown fill material source, naturally occurring asbestos, and
potential off-site sources of hazards that may have impacted the site.

Aside from the site assessment for the Project, a search of the DTSC (2018) list identified no open cases of
hazardous waste violations within one mile of the Project site. A search of the SWRCB (2018) list identified
one open leaking underground storage tank (LUST) cleanup site 0.5 mile away from the Project site. The
case has been open since April of 1999, when unauthorized release of gasoline was reported following the
removal of four underground storage tanks at the Tay Van Car Wash site located at 1803 Hilltop Drive,
Redding, CA 96002. The site is actively undergoing monitoring and cleanup to remediate and contain
potential contamination to groundwater used for purposes other than drinking water. The site is not
expected to have a significant impact on the health and safety of Mistletoe Elementary School students,
and the Proposed Project will not significantly impact ongoing remediation efforts at and surrounding the
LUST cleanup site.

4.9.2 Hazards and Hazardous Materials (IX) Environmental Checklist and Discussion
Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, [] ] X L]
or disposal of hazardous materials?

The Proposed Project would result in the storage of typical cleaning supplies as well as vehicle and
equipment maintenance supplies such as antifreeze, oil and lubricants for vehicle maintenance and diesel
fuel. Typical incidents that could result in accidental release of hazardous materials involve leaking storage
tanks, spills during transport, inappropriate storage, inappropriate use, and/or natural disasters. If not
remediated immediately and completely, these and other types of incidents could cause toxic fumes and
contamination of soil, surface water, and groundwater. Depending on the nature and extent of the
contamination, groundwater supplies could become unsuitable for use as a domestic water source.
Human exposure to contaminated soil or water could have potential health effects depending on a variety
of factors, including the nature of the contaminant and the degree of exposure.

Hazardous materials must be stored in designated areas designed to prevent accidental release to the
environment. CBC requirements prescribe safe accommodations for materials that present a moderate
explosion hazard, high fire or physical hazard, or health hazards.
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Hazardous materials regulations, which are codified in Titles 8, 22, and 26 of the CCR, and their enabling
legislation set forth in Chapter 6.95 of the California Health and Safety Code, were established at the state
level to ensure compliance with federal regulations and to reduce the risk to human health and the
environment from the routine use of hazardous substances. Protection against accidental spills and
releases provided by this legislation includes physical and mechanical controls of fueling operations,
including automatic shutoff valves; requirements that fueling operations are contained on impervious
surface areas; oil/water separators or physical barriers in catch basins or storm drains; vapor emissions
controls; leak detection systems; and regular testing and inspection of fueling stations.

Aboveground tanks storing hazardous chemicals must have secondary containment to collect fluids that
are accidentally released. Applicable existing standards include the California Environmental Protection
Agency’s Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act, Cal/OSHA operational requirements, California Health and
Safety Code Section 25270 regarding aboveground storage tanks and § 25290 regarding underground
storage tanks. Compliance with all applicable federal and state laws related to the storage of hazardous
materials would be required to maximize containment and provide for prompt and effective cleanup, if an
accidental release occurs.

The Proposed Project would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the
routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials. These materials would be used, stored, and
disposed in accordance with existing regulations and product labeling and would not create a significant
hazard to the public or to the environment. Therefore, the Project would have a less than significant
impact in this area.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable
upset and accident conditions involving the |:| |X| |:| |:|
release of hazardous materials into the
environment?

As discussed in Issue a), the Project would not result in the routine transport, use, disposal, handling, or
emission of any hazardous materials that would create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment. Potential construction-related hazards could be created during the course of Project
construction at the site, given that construction activities involve the use of heavy equipment, which uses
small and incidental amounts of oils and fuels and other potentially flammable substances. The level of
risk associated with the accidental release of hazardous substances is not considered significant due to
the small volume and low concentration of hazardous materials used during construction. The
construction contractor would be required to use standard construction controls and safety procedures
that would avoid and minimize the potential for accidental release of such substances into the
environment. Standard construction practices would be observed such that any materials released are
appropriately contained and remediated as required by local, state, and federal law.
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During operation, all hazardous materials on the site would be handled in accordance with City and state
regulations. Because any hazardous materials used for operations would be in small quantities, long-term
impacts associated with handling, storing, and disposing of hazardous materials from project operation
would be less than significant.

The Phase | ESA identified no RECs on the site. However, the DTSC's review of the ESA identified data
gaps in the information and determined that a PEA should be prepared for the site. The PEA will
investigate environmental conditions of concern identified by the DTSC due to unknown fill material
source, naturally occurring asbestos, and potential off-site sources of hazards that may have impacted the
site. If the PEA identified the presence of hazardous materials, hazardous waste upset during construction
and operation may occur. As such, mitigation measure HAZ-1 requires the Project to undergo the PEA
and comply with mitigation measures recommended by the DTSC upon completion of the PEA.
Implementation of HAZ-1 will reduce this potentially significant impact to be less than significant.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Q) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste ] X u u
within one-quarter mile of an existing or
proposed school?

The Proposed Project is a school expansion. As explained under item a and b above, hazardous materials
will be stored, used, and transported in compliance with applicable label directions and laws. The
Proposed Project is not expected to emit hazardous emissions due to use of hazardous materials.
However, review of the Phase | ESA by the DTSC identified environmental conditions of concern on and
near the Project site. If hazardous materials are present, the Project construction and operation may result
in emissions of hazardous waste due to soil disturbance on a school site. Therefore, HAZ-1 is required to
mandate compliance with DTSC requirements regarding PEA completion and require implementation of
mitigation measures which may be recommended by the DTSC. Implementation of HAZ-1 will reduce this
potentially significant impact to be less than significant.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a |:| |X| |:| |:|
result, would it create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment?

Under Government Code § 65962.5, both the DTSC and the SWRCB are required to maintain lists of sites
known to have hazardous substances present in the environment. Both agencies maintain up-to-date lists
on their websites. A search of the DTSC list identified that the site is currently under investigation as a

Environmental Checklist and Discussion 4-58 March 2020



Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration
Mistletoe Elementary School Project

potential school site. As discussed previously, the review of the Phase | ESA by DTSC determined that
further investigation was necessary and a PEA is required for the site to evaluate the potential for
hazardous materials due to the present of fill material from an unknown source, potential for naturally
occurring asbestos, and potential impacts from off-site sources. As such, mitigation measure HAZ-1 is
included to reduce potential impacts due to hazardous materials to a less than significant level.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

e) For a project located within an airport land use
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public airport or public use ] ] u X
airport, would the project result in a safety hazard
or excessive noise for people residing or working
in the project area?

The nearest airports to the Project site are the Benton Airpark, approximately 3 miles west of the Project
site and the Redding Municipal Airport, located approximately 5.65 miles southeast of the site. The Project
site is outside of the Benton Airpark land use plan and is thereby beyond the safety contours for the
airpark (City of Redding 2020). According to the Redding Municipal Airport Influence Area Map, the
Proposed Project is located outside of the airport influence zone (City of Redding 2019a, 2020). As such,
the Project would have no impact in this area.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere
with an adopted emergency response plan or |:| |:| |X| |:|

emergency evacuation plan?

The Proposed Project does not include any actions that would impair or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. All construction activities would occur
onsite and not impede the use of surrounding roadway in an emergency evacuation. The Project is a
school expansion and would not interfere with any emergency response or evacuation plans. Emergency
responders would be made aware of the school expansion and the Project and building plans would be
checked for fire safety compliance. Implementation of the Proposed Project would result in a less than
significant impact in this area.
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Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or

indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or [] [] = ]
death involving wildland fires?

The risk of wildfire is related to a variety of parameters, including fuel loading (vegetation), fire weather
(winds, temperatures, humidity levels and fuel moisture contents), and topography (degree of slope).
Steep slopes contribute to fire hazard by intensifying the effects of wind and making fire suppression
difficult. Fuels such as grass are highly flammable because they have a high surface area to mass ratio and
require less heat to reach the ignition point, while fuels such as trees have a lower surface area to mass
ratio and require more heat to reach the ignition point.

The CAL FIRE Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones in a Local Responsibility Area map identifies the
Project site as not being located in a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (VHFSZ) (CAL FIRE 2008). The
Project is located in an urbanized area not considered susceptible to wildland fire. Further, the Project will
be constructed to comply with applicable fire safety standards, including the 2019 California Fire Code
(CBSC 2019). Compliance with these standards would reduce the potential wildfire impacts to a less than
significant level.

4.9.3 Mitigation Measures

HAZ-1: Hazardous Materials Investigation

Prior to commencement of construction, the Project site and potentially affected adjacent area, as
determined by the DTSC, shall undergo a Preliminary Environmental Assessment (PEA). The PEA
shall include evaluation of those areas identified in the DTSC letter addressed to EESD on
December 19, 2019 (Appendix F). As identified in the letter, the potential sources of hazardous
material that must be investigated for completion of the PEA are as follows: fill material from an
unknown source area, naturally occurring asbestos, and potential off-site sources of hazardous
material that must be addressed per California Code of Regulations, section 69104(d). If
hazardous materials are identified that may have a significant environmental impact, compliance
with all mitigation measures included in the PEA is required.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to commencement of construction and during
construction
Monitoring/Enforcement: Enterprise Elementary School District, Project construction

lead, and the DTSC
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4.10 Hydrology and Water Quality

4.10.1  Environmental Setting

Regional Hydrology

Surface Water

The Project site is located in the greater Sacramento River hydrologic region. The Sacramento River
hydrologic region covers +17.4 million acres (27,200 square miles). The region includes all or large
portions of Modoc, Siskiyou, Lassen, Shasta, Tehama, Glenn, Plumas, Butte, Colusa, Sutter, Yuba, Sierra,
Nevada, Siskiyou, Sacramento, El Dorado, Yolo, Solano, Lake, and Napa counties. Small areas of Alpine
and Amador counties are also within the region. Geographically, the region extends south from the
Modoc Plateau and Cascade Range at the Oregon border, to the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
(California Department of Water Resources [DWR] 2003).

The Project site is located within boundaries of the Upper Sacramento River watershed. The Upper
Sacramento River originates from water flowing off Mount Shasta to the north and from the Klamath
Mountains to the west. The river flows south for approximately 40 miles, joined by numerous tributary
streams, and empties into Lake Shasta above Shasta Dam. Near the city of Mount Shasta in Siskiyou
County, flows are regulated by the 430-acre Lake Siskiyou Reservoir built in 1968 for power production
and recreation. Wilderness, high mountains, and numerous lakes and streams, together with an
abundance of public land, make this watershed a center for outdoor recreation. The watershed also
supports extensive timber resources on both public and private lands, and the river itself is one of the
state's premier wild trout waters. Prominent features in the watershed include Mount Shasta, Union Pacific
Railroad, Lake Shasta and Shasta Dam, and Castle Crags State Park. (Sacramento River Watershed
Program [SRWP] 2018).

Surface flow in the river has been monitored by USGS at a location near Lake Shasta since 1945. Average
daily flow is approximately 1,000 cubic feet per second (cfs), with a peak daily flow of 70,000 cfs (1974)
and extreme low of 117 cfs (1977). Located in the upper watershed near the City of Mount Shasta, the
26,100-acre-foot Box Canyon Dam/Siskiyou Reservoir is operated by Siskiyou County for hydropower
generation and recreation. Local communities capture spring water for domestic supply. There are no
defined groundwater basins in this watershed; however, individual domestic wells are located throughout
the region, and larger wells supply water to bottling plants in Mount Shasta and Dunsmuir. (SRWP 2018).

Groundwater

Groundwater in the State of California is managed and monitored by the DWR. The Project site is within
the Redding Area- Enterprise Subbasin, (basin number 5-6.04) of the Sacramento Valley Hydrologic
Region (DWR 2019b). The original basin descriptions were provided in the 2004 Bulletin 118 (B118)
Update completed by the DWR. The 2004 basin descriptions included available information on narrative
descriptions of basin boundaries, summaries of the hydrologic and hydrogeologic setting, groundwater
storage capacity and water budget, groundwater level and quality trends, well yields, basin management,
and references. However, not all 2004 basin descriptions, including the Enterprise Subbasin, have been
updated for B118 Interim Update 2018 at this time.
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The Project site is located in the 2004 B118 Enterprise Subbasin (DWR 2004). As such, the following
information is provided from the 2004 B118 for the Enterprise Subbasin. The Enterprise Subbasin is the
portion of the Sacramento Valley Groundwater Basin bounded on the west and southwest by the
Sacramento River, on the north by the Klamath Mountains, and on the east by Little Cow Creek and Cow
Creek. Annual precipitation within the basin ranges from 29- to 41- inches, increasing to the north. The
estimated storage capacity for the basin is 5.5 million acre-feet for 200 feet of saturated thickness over an
area of approximately 510 square miles. Estimates of groundwater extraction for agricultural and
municipal/industrial uses are 4,449 and 4,127 acre-feet respectively (DWR 2004).

4.10.1.1 Project Site Hydrology and Onsite Drainage

The Project site is located on relatively hilly terrain situated at an elevational range between 556 to 558
feet AMSL. An intermittently flowing drainage with riparian vegetation is located on the east side of the
Project site.

In the Project area, the precipitation period of the year lasts for 6.2 months, from October 28 to May 2.
The most rain/snow falls during the 31 days around December 12, with an average total accumulation

of 6.8 inches. The rainless period of the year lasts for 2.4 months, from June 26 to September 8. The least
rain falls around July 31, with an average total accumulation of 0.1 inch (Weatherspark 2018).

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for the Project
area (Map No. 06089C1553G) shows that the Project site is in unshaded Zone X, meaning that the area is
outside of the 0.2 percent annual chance (500-year) floodplain (FEMA 2011).

4.10.2 Hydrology and Water Quality (X) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements or otherwise substantially |:| |:| |X| |:|
degrade surface or ground water quality?

In accordance with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) regulations, the State of
California requires that any construction activity affecting one acre or more obtain a General Construction
Activity Stormwater Permit (General Permit) to minimize the potential effects of construction runoff on
receiving water quality. The Project will occur in phases with construction occurring in an area greater
than one acre in size. Thus, the Project will require the implementation of a SWPPP with minimum BMPs.
Performance standards for obtaining and complying with the General Permit are described in NPDES
General Permit No. CAS000002, Waste Discharge Requirements, Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ.

In an instance where one acre or more would be disturbed during a construction phase, a General Permit
would be needed. General Permit applicants are required to submit to the appropriate regional board
Permit Registration Documents for the Project, which include a Notice of Intent (NOI), risk assessment, site
map, signed certification statement, an annual fee, and a SWPPP. The SWPPP includes pollution
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prevention measures (erosion and sediment control measures and measures to control non-stormwater
discharges and hazardous spills), demonstration of compliance with all applicable local and regional
erosion and sediment control standards, identification of responsible parties, and a detailed construction
timeline. The SWPPP must also include implementation of BMPs to reduce construction effects on
receiving water quality by implementing erosion control measures and reducing or eliminating non-
stormwater discharges.

Examples of typical construction best management practices include, but are not limited to, using
temporary mulching, seeding, or other suitable stabilization measures to protect uncovered soils; storing
materials and equipment to ensure that spills or leaks cannot enter the storm drain system or surface
water; developing and implementing a spill prevention and cleanup plan; and installing sediment control
devices such as gravel bags, berms, inlet filters, fiber rolls, or silt fences to reduce or eliminate sediment
and other pollutants from discharging to the drainage system or receiving waters. SWPPP BMPs are
recognized as effective methods to prevent or minimize the potential releases of pollutants into
drainages, surface water, or groundwater.

An intermittently flowing drainage with riparian vegetation is located on the east side of the Project site.
The Project site is also relatively flat, with elevations ranging from 556 to 558 feet AMSL. The level nature
of the site reduces the potential for runoff into the intermittent drainage. In addition, strict SWPPP
compliance, coupled with the use of appropriate BMPs, would reduce potential water quality impacts
during construction activities.

Implementation of BMPs required as part of the SWPPP would ensure that the Proposed Project would
not create or contribute to any violations of water quality standards or waste discharge requirements.
There would be a less than significant impact.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b)  Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge ] ] X u
such that the project may impede sustainable
groundwater management of the basin?

Following completion of the school expansion, the water supply for Mistletoe Elementary School will
continue to be derived from the City’s municipal system. The City’'s water supply is sourced from both
surface water and groundwater. The Sacramento River and Whiskeytown Lake provide the City with 74
percent of the water they use. This translates into approximately 7.25 billion gallons per year. The
remaining 26 percent, or 2.51 billion gallons per year, is groundwater which comes from 16 wells drilled
into the Redding- Enterprise Groundwater Basin (City of Redding, 2019b). The California Department of
Water Resources (DWR 2006) Bulletin 118 identified the Enterprise Subbasin groundwater supply
fluctuation averages as follows:

“Evaluation of groundwater level data shows a seasonal fluctuation of approximate 5- to 10-feet
and, for the semi-confined wells, between 10- to 15-feet for normal and dry years.”
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The Project will increase water demand primarily for the irrigation of the new sports field as well as for
operation of the gymnasium and O&M building. Furthermore, the Project will increase the amount of
impervious surface area in the amount of approximately 70,250 square feet, and as such will reduce
groundwater recharge. The Project entails the construction of a gymnasium, an athletic field, an
operations and maintenance (O&M) building, vehicle parking areas, a bus parking area, a drive isle, and a
pick-up and drop-off area.

The Proposed Project would increase the demand for groundwater in the City. The Project will require the
use of water almost exclusively for the O&M building and athletic field. The new gymnasium and parking
and driving areas are not expected to require a notable amount of water use. The Project is expected to
have an annual water demand of 1,070,900 gallons. Approximately, 2.51 billion gallons of groundwater
per year and 7.25 billion gallons of surface water per year is used by the City. As such, the Proposed
Project will represent a small increase in water demand of 0.0109 percent.*

Additionally, the Proposed Project would have the potential to remove a portion of the five-acre site's
potential groundwater recharge area due to the development of 70,250 square feet of this area with
impervious surfaces. However, according to the City of Redding, the groundwater supply for the City
comes from 16 wells drilled into the Redding-Enterprise Groundwater Basin (City of Redding, 2019b). The
Redding-Enterprise Groundwater Basin is 60,900 acres, or 95 square miles (DWR 2004). As such, the
addition of the impervious surface area associated with the Proposed Project will not significantly impact
the ability of groundwater to infiltrate within the basin. In addition, the Project both includes the
development of drainage systems and has existing and planned stormwater drainage systems designed
for urban development and infiltration area located within the Project site and within the existing
Mistletoe Elementary School footprint. The Project includes proposed subsurface water detention which
will utilize storm drainpipes and rock pockets which will allow for stormwater to infiltrate into the soil. As
such, development of this area would only minimally affect the groundwater recharge ability of the
Project site. Therefore, the Project would have a less than significant impact on groundwater recharge.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Q) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern
of the site or area, including through the
alteration of the course of a stream or river, or |:| |:| |X| |:|
through the addition of impervious surfaces, in
a manner that would:

i) result in substantial erosion or siltation on-

or offsite; [] [] |X| []

ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of
surface runoff in a manner which would |:| |:| |X| |:|
result in flooding on- or offsite;

41,070,900/9,760,000,000= 0.0109%
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Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

(iii) create or contribute runoff water which
would exceed the capacity of existing or
planned stormwater drainage systems or [] ] X []
provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff; or

(iv) impede or redirect flood flows? |:| |:| |:| &

i) An intermittent drainage exists on the eastern portion of the Project site. As such, siltation into
on- or off-site waterways, particularly during construction, has the potential to occur.

The Project construction activities would result in soil disturbances of over one acre of total land
area during a construction phase. As such, a NPDES Construction General Permit would be
required prior to the start of a construction phase. Excavation and grading activities associated
with the Project will reduce vegetative cover and expose bare soil surfaces making these surfaces
more susceptible to erosion. To comply with the requirements of the NPDES Construction General
Permit the City will be required to file a NOI with the State of California and submit a SWPPP
defining BMPs for construction and post-construction related control of the Proposed Project site
runoff and sediment transport. Requirements for the SWPPP include incorporation of both
erosion and sediment control BMPs.

Note that the SWPPP is a "live” document and should be kept current by the person responsible
for its implementation (EPA 2007b). Preparation of, and compliance with a required SWPPP
would effectively prevent Project on-site erosion and sediment transport off-site. This will reduce
potential runoff, erosion, and siltation associated with construction and operation of the Project.
As such, the effects of the Project on onsite and offsite erosion and siltation, therefore, would be
less than significant.

ii) Implementation of the Project would not result in the substantial increase of the rate or amount
of surface runoff in a manner that would result in flooding onsite or offsite. The Project involves
the construction of a gymnasium, an athletic field, an operations and maintenance (O&M)
building, vehicle parking areas, a bus parking area, and a pick-up and drop-off area. The Project
includes proposed subsurface water detention which will utilize storm drainpipes and rock
pockets which will allow for stormwater to infiltrate into the soil as well as slow the potential
runoff from the site. With the implementation of BMPs, including the installation of berms or
straw wattles during the construction phase and hydroseeding following infill of trenches, where
necessary, the increase in surface runoff will be minimal. As such, the drainage pattern at the
Project site, as well as surface runoff conditions after implementation of the Proposed Project,
would not result in onsite or offsite flooding. Therefore, the Proposed Project would have a less
than significant impact with regard to causing flooding onsite or offsite.
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iv)

See discussion of Issues i) and ii), above. There are existing and planned stormwater drainage
systems designed for urban development and an infiltration area located within the Project site
and within the existing Mistletoe Elementary School footprint. The Project includes proposed
subsurface water detention which will utilize storm drainpipes and rock pockets. The nearest
existing stormwater drainage facilities off-site are located along Del Monte Street.

Polluted runoff from the Project site during construction and operation could include sediment
from soil disturbances, oil and grease from construction equipment, and pollutants such as trash
and debris. Compliance with NPDES permit requirements would ensure that BMPs would be
implemented during the construction phase to effectively minimize excessive soil erosion and
sedimentation and eliminate non-stormwater discharge off-site. As required by law, BMPs would
be included as part of the Project to ensure that potentially significant impacts are reduced to less
than significant levels. Therefore, impacts associated with stormwater volumes and polluted
runoff during the construction of the Project would be less than significant.

Activities associated with operation of the Project would contribute to stormwater flow and
polluted runoff as the Project will increase impervious surface area by approximately 70,250
square feet. However, the Project includes planned stormwater drainage systems. The Project will
include the construction of curbs gutters along new sidewalks, roads, and parking areas as is
required by the City Code. Furthermore, the Project site would be graded to direct stormwater
flows to existing and proposed drainage facilities. Following implementation of these runoff
reduction measures, runoff would be minimized and runoff from the site is not expected to be of
sufficient quantity to overwhelm existing and proposed stormwater drainage facilities. As such,
the Project’s impact during operation would be considered less than significant.

While potential impacts could result from vehicles and other users at the Proposed Project site
during operation, all potential impacts to water quality would be reduced by stormwater pollution
control measures and wastewater discharge BMPs required at the Project site as a part of Project
development and operation. Therefore, impacts during operation would be considered less than
significant.

FEMA flood hazard maps (Map No. 06089C1553G) shows that the Project site is in shaded Zone X.
The Project site is not located within a 100-year flood zone and all project improvements.
Therefore, implementation of The Project will have no impact related to impeding or redirecting
flood flows.
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Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk |:| |:| |:| |X|

release of pollutants due to project inundation?

FEMA flood hazard maps (No. 06089C1553G) shows that the Project site is in unshaded Zone X. The
Project site is not located within a flood zone. Therefore, implementation of the Proposed Project will not
have an impact related to flooding.

The nearest waterway to the Project site is an unnamed, intermittent drainage on the east side of the
Project site, which will not be located adjacent to planned buildings and does not pose a significant flood
risk. Shasta Lake is located approximately 14 miles north of the Project site. In the event of dam failure,
water would flow into and potentially breach the banks of the Sacramento River, located 0.7 mile west of
the Project site. Whiskeytown Lake is approximately 9.5 miles to the northwest of the project site.
According to the City of Redding 2000-2020 General Plan Health and Safety Element, the Project site is
not located within the Shasta Dam or the Whiskeytown Dam inundation areas (City of Redding 2000,
Figure 4-5) Additionally, dams are regulated by DWR's Division of Safety of Dams and are routinely
inspected during their impoundment life, which includes monitoring for compliance with seismic stability
standards. Prior to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, public information was available that
provided structural ratings for dams throughout the nation. Since that time, this information, as well as,
dam inundation areas, have been classified and is not readily available. Thus, dam failure is not considered
a reasonably foreseeable event, and the Proposed Project would not affect dam operations. As such, the
Proposed Project would have a less than significant impact from dam or levee failure.

Further, the Project site is not located within a potential tsunami or seiche inundation area. As such,
damage due to a seiche, a seismic-induced wave generated in a restricted body of water would not occur.

Based on the discussion above, the Project would not result in the release of pollutants due to Project
inundation. Thus, there would be no impact in this area.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a

water quality control plan or sustainable |:| |:| |Z| |:|
groundwater management plan?

The City of Redding is a participating member of the Enterprise-Anderson Groundwater Authority (GGA)
formed in May 2017 (Shasta County 2014). The Enterprise-Anderson Groundwater Sustainability Agency
(EAGSA) has been formed through a Memorandum of Understanding to sustainably manage groundwater
in the Enterprise Sub-basin (DWR Basin No. 5-6.04) and Anderson Sub-basin (DWR Basin No. 5-6.03) of
the Redding Area Groundwater Basin. The EAGSA includes the City of Anderson, Anderson-Cottonwood
Irrigation District, Bella Vista Water District, Clear Creek Community Services District, City of Redding, and
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County of Shasta. The Enterprise-Anderson GSA has formed a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP). The
GSP ensures compliance with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) (DWR 2019b). The
Project would have a less than significant impact on the implementation of the groundwater management
plan.

4.10.3 Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.

4.11 Land Use and Planning

4.11.1  Environmental Setting

The Project site consists of three parcels located in east-central Redding. As illustrated in Figure 1.
Regional Location and Figure 2. Site Location maps, the Proposed Project is located directly south of the
existing Mistletoe Elementary School and adjacent to one of the Shasta Head Start Child Development
facilities. Adjacent landscape features and uses include a small intermittent drainage and single-family
homes to the east, an HVAC repair service and storage yard, a small light industrial complex, offices, and
Grocery Outlet Store to the south, the Shasta Head Start facility to the west and Mistletoe Elementary
School and EESD offices to the north. There is also vacant land southeast of the Project site. See Figure 3.
Surrounding Uses.

The City of Redding General Plan designations for the site are Residential 10 to 20 Dwelling Units Per Acre
(10-20) for the two parcels located on Del Monte Street and Public Facilities or Institutional (PF-1 for the
parcel that is part of the existing school site. The City of Redding General Plan describes the Public
Facilities or Institutional (PF-1) land use designation as intended for public and quasi-public facilities,
including institutional uses such as schools and accredited secondary educational facilities. The Proposed
Project is consistent with the allowed uses in the PF designation. However, the Residential 10-20 land use
designation is intended for multiple-family projects ranging from townhouses to apartments, typically
located on arterial or collector street(s). The proposed uses on the two parcels designated Residential 10-
20 include an athletic field, vehicle parking areas, drive isle, operations and maintenance (O & M) building,
and bus parking.

The site is zoned both Public Facility (PF) and Residential Multiple-Family 15 units per acre (RM-15). The
proposed gymnasium and existing school site are located on the parcel zoned PF, and the athletic field,
vehicle parking areas, drive isle, operations and maintenance (O & M) building, and bus parking area are
on two parcels zoned RM-15. The City of Redding Municipal Code describes areas zoned PF as
appropriate for public and quasi-public facilities, including educational facilities. As such, the Project is
consistent with the PF zoning designation. The RM-15 designation, however, is intended for multi-family
residential use and allows for up to 15 units per acre.

Although the uses proposed on the two parcels designated Residential 10-20 and zoned RM-15 do not

usually permit the proposed uses, the school is exempt from complying with the zoning designations and
General Plan designations of the City pursuant to Section 53094 of the Government Code. The two parcels
zoned RM-15 and designated 70-20 each include a portion of the proposed athletic field. The athletic field
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will be used for physical education classes, a required part of school curriculum pursuant to California
Education Code Section 33352. In addition, the parcels designated zoned RM-15 and designated
Residential 10-20 will become an official part of the Mistletoe Elementary School district. As such, the
Project is exempt from the zoning and General Plan designations.

4.11.2 Land Use and Planning (XI) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Physically divide an established community? |:| |:| |:| |X|

The Proposed Project, a school expansion, is to be located directly south of and partially in the existing
footprint of Mistletoe Elementary School. The surrounding land use context includes a mixture of
residential, vacant, and commercial land uses. More specifically, adjacent uses include single-family homes
to the east, an HVAC repair service and storage yard, a small light industrial complex, offices, and Grocery
Outlet Store to the south, the Shasta Head Start facility to the west and Mistletoe Elementary School and
EESD offices to the north. Thus, the Project would not divide an established community. As such, the
Proposed Project would have no impact in this area.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to
a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or [] [] X []
regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding
or mitigating an environmental effect?

As explained above, the Project is exempt from the City’s zoning and General Plan designation
requirements pursuant to Section 53094 of the Government Code. Thus, the Proposed Project would not
conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect. Thus, a less than significant impact would occur.

4.11.3  Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.

4.12 Mineral Resources

4.12.1 Environmental Setting

The state-mandated Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 requires the identification and
classification of mineral resources in areas within the State subject to urban development or other
irreversible land uses that could otherwise prevent the extraction of mineral resources. These designations
categorize land as Mineral Resource Zones (MRZ-1 through MRZ-4).
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Neither the County nor the California DOC Division of Mine Reclamation (DMR), identify the Project site as
a mineral resource zone (DMR 2018).

4.12.2  Mineral Resources (XIl) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known
mineral resource that would be of value to the |:| |:| |:| |X|
region and the residents of the state?

As discussed above, neither the County nor DMR identify the Project site as having the mineral resources.
Therefore, the Project would have no impact in this area.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-
important mineral resource recovery site
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan u u L] =
or other land use plan?

The Project site is not identified as a mineral resource recovery site by the County or DMR. There would
be no impact in this area.

4.12.3  Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.

4.13 Noise
4.13.1  Environmental Setting

The Proposed Project is located in an urbanized area. Adjacent landscape features and uses include single
family homes to the east, an HVAC repair service and storage yard, a small light industrial complex,
offices, and Grocery Outlet Store to the south, the Shasta Head Start facility and homes to the west, and
Mistletoe Elementary School and EESD offices to the north. There is also vacant land southeast of the
Project site. See Figure 3. Surrounding Uses.

Fundamentals of Sound

Addition of Decibels

The decibel (dB) scale is logarithmic, not linear, and therefore sound levels cannot be added or subtracted
through ordinary arithmetic. Two sound levels 10 dB apart differ in acoustic energy by a factor of 10.
When the standard logarithmic decibel is A-weighted (dBA), an increase of 10 dBA is generally perceived

Environmental Checklist and Discussion 4-70 March 2020



Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration
Mistletoe Elementary School Project

as a doubling in loudness. For example, a 70-dBA sound is half as loud as an 80-dBA sound and twice as
loud as a 60-dBA sound. When two identical sources are each producing sound of the same loudness, the
resulting sound level at a given distance would be 3 dB higher than one source under the same conditions
(Federal Transit Administration 2018). For example, a 65-dB source of sound, such as a truck, when joined
by another 65-dB source results in a sound amplitude of 68 dB, not 130 dB (i.e., doubling the source
strength increases the sound pressure by 3 dB). Under the dB scale, three sources of equal loudness
together would produce an increase of 5 dB.

Sound Propagation and Attenuation

Noise can be generated by a number of sources, including mobile sources such as automobiles, trucks
and airplanes, and stationary sources such as construction sites, machinery, and industrial operations.
Sound spreads (propagates) uniformly outward in a spherical pattern, and the sound level decreases
(attenuates) at a rate of approximately six dB (dBA) for each doubling of distance from a stationary or
point source. Sound from a line source, such as a highway, propagates outward in a cylindrical pattern,
often referred to as cylindrical spreading. Sound levels attenuate at a rate of approximately three dBA for
each doubling of distance from a line source, such as a roadway, depending on ground surface
characteristics (Federal Highway Administration [FHWA] 2011). No excess attenuation is assumed for hard
surfaces like a parking lot or a body of water. Soft surfaces, such as soft dirt or grass, can absorb sound, so
an excess ground-attenuation value of 1.5 dBA per doubling of distance is normally assumed.

Noise levels may also be reduced by intervening structures; generally, a single row of detached buildings
between the receptor and the noise source reduces the noise level by about 5 dBA (FHWA 2008), while a
solid wall or berm generally reduces noise levels by 10 to 20 dBA (FHWA 2011). However, noise barriers or
enclosures specifically designed to reduce site-specific construction noise can provide a sound reduction
of 35 dBA or greater (Western Electro-Acoustic Laboratory, Inc. 2000). To achieve the most potent noise-
reducing effect, a noise enclosure/barrier must physically fit in the available space, must completely break
the “line of sight” between the noise source and the receptors, must be free of degrading holes or gaps,
and must not be flanked by nearby reflective surfaces. Noise barriers must be sizable enough to cover the
entire noise source and extend length-wise and vertically as far as feasibly possible to be most effective.
The limiting factor for a noise barrier is not the component of noise transmitted through the material, but
rather the amount of noise flanking around and over the barrier. In general, barriers contribute to
decreasing noise levels only when the structure breaks the line of sight between the source and the

receiver.

The manner in which older homes in California were constructed generally provides a reduction of
exterior-to-interior noise levels of about 20 to 25 dBA with closed windows. The exterior-to-interior
reduction of newer residential units is generally 30 dBA or more.

Noise Descriptors

The decibel scale alone does not adequately characterize how humans perceive noise. The dominant
frequencies of a sound have a substantial effect on the human response to that sound. Several rating
scales have been developed to analyze the adverse effect of community noise on people. Because
environmental noise fluctuates over time, these scales consider that the effect of noise on people is
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largely dependent on the total acoustical energy content of the noise, as well as the time of day when the
noise occurs. The Leq is a measure of ambient noise, while the Ldn and CNEL (Community Noise
Equivalent Level) are measures of community noise. Each is applicable to this analysis and defined as
follows:

e Equivalent Noise Level (Leq) is the average acoustic energy content of noise for a stated period of
time. Thus, the Leq of a time-varying noise and that of a steady noise are the same if they deliver
the same acoustic energy to the ear during exposure. For evaluating community impacts, this
rating scale does not vary, regardless of whether the noise occurs during the day or the night.

e Day-Night Average (Ldn) is a 24-hour average Leq with a 10-dBA "weighting” added to noise
during the hours of 10:00 pm to 7:00 am to account for noise sensitivity in the nighttime. The
logarithmic effect of these additions is that a 60 dBA 24-hour Leq would result in a measurement
of 66.4 dBA Ldn.

e Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) is a 24-hour average Leq with a 5-dBA weighting
during the hours of 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm and a 10-dBA weighting added to noise during the
hours of 10:00 pm to 7:00 am to account for noise sensitivity in the evening and nighttime,
respectively

Human Response to Noise

The human response to environmental noise is subjective and varies considerably from individual to
individual. Noise in the community has often been cited as a health problem, not in terms of actual
physiological damage, such as hearing impairment, but in terms of inhibiting general well-being and
contributing to undue stress and annoyance. The health effects of noise in the community arise from
interference with human activities, including sleep, speech, recreation, and tasks that demand
concentration or coordination. Hearing loss can occur at the highest noise intensity levels.

Noise environments and consequences of human activities are usually well represented by median noise
levels during the day or night or over a 24-hour period. Environmental noise levels are generally
considered low when the CNEL is below 60 dBA, moderate in the 60- to 70-dBA range, and high above 70
dBA. Examples of low daytime levels are isolated, natural settings with noise levels as low as 20 dBA and
quiet, suburban, residential streets with noise levels around 40 dBA. Noise levels above 45 dBA at night
can disrupt sleep. Examples of moderate-level noise environments are urban residential or semi-
commercial areas (typically 55 to 60 dBA) and commercial locations (typically 60 dBA). People may
consider louder environments adverse, but most will accept the higher levels associated with noisier urban
residential or residential-commercial areas (60 to 75 dBA), or dense urban or industrial areas (65 to 80
dBA). Regarding increases in dBA noise levels, the following relationships should be noted in
understanding this analysis:

e Exceptin carefully controlled laboratory experiments, a change of 1 dBA cannot be perceived
by humans.

e Outside of the laboratory, a 3-dBA change is considered a just-perceivable difference.
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e Achange in level of at least 5 dBA is required before any noticeable change in community
response would be expected.

e A 10-dBA change is subjectively heard as an approximate doubling in loudness and would
almost certainly cause an adverse change in community response.

Noise-Sensitive Land Uses

Noise-sensitive land uses are generally considered to include those uses where noise exposure could
result in health-related risks to individuals, as well as places where quiet is an essential element of their
intended purpose. Residential dwellings are of primary concern because of the potential for increased and
prolonged exposure of individuals to both interior and exterior noise levels. Additional land uses such as
parks, historic sites, cemeteries, and recreation areas are considered sensitive to increases in exterior noise
levels. Schools, churches, hotels, libraries, and other places where low interior noise levels are essential are
also considered noise-sensitive land uses. The nearest sensitive noise receptors to the Project site outside
of the school itself are residences located approximately 30 feet west of the development site, specifically
where the new drive isle would be located.

Existing Ambient Noise Environment

Redding is impacted by various noise sources. It is subject to typical urban noise such as noise generated
by traffic, heavy machinery, and day-to-day outdoor activities. Mobile sources of noise, especially cars and
trucks, are the most common source of noise in the community. Other sources of noise are the various
land uses (i.e., residential, commercial, institutional, and recreational and parks activities) throughout
Redding that generate stationary source noise. The Benton Airpark is located approximately three miles
east of the Project site. The Project site is located outside of the boundaries of the Benton Airpark land
use plan and is thereby beyond the noise contours generated by airport operations. Furthermore, the
Project site is located more than two miles from any other airport.

Vibration Fundamentals

Ground vibration can be measured several ways to quantify the amplitude of vibration produced. This can
be through peak particle velocity or root mean square velocity. These velocity measurements measure
maximum particle at one point or the average of the squared amplitude of the signal, respectively.
Vibration impacts on people can be described as the level of annoyance and can vary depending on an
individual’s sensitivity. Generally, low-level vibrations may cause window rattling but do not pose any
threats to the integrity of buildings or structures.

Regulatory Framework

City of Redding General Plan

The City of Redding Noise Element of the General Plan establishes goals and policies addressing major
noise sources within the community. The following provides the applicable goals, policies and criteria for
evaluating the feasibility and potential noise impact associated with the Proposed Project:

Goal N2: Protect Residents from Exposure to Excessive Transportation-Related Noise.
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e Policy N2B: Prevent development of new projects which contain noise-sensitive land uses in
areas exposed to existing or projected levels of noise from transportation sources with exceed the
levels specified in Table 4.13-1, unless the project design includes effective mitigation measures to
reduce exterior noise and noise levels in interior spaces to the levels specified in the Table.

Table 4.13-1. Maximum Allowable Noise Exposure for Transportation Noise Sources

Outdoor Activity Areas’ Interior Spaces
Land Use
L4/CNEL, dB La/CNEL, dB Leq, dB?

Residential 603 45 -
Transit Lodging 603 45 -
Hospitals, Nursing Homes 6034 45 -
Theaters, Auditoriums, Music Hall - - 35
Churches, Meeting Halls 603 - 40
Office Buildings - - 45
Schools, Libraries, Museums - - 45
Playgrounds, Neighborhood Parks 70 - -

Source: City of Redding General Plan
Notes: 'The exterior noise level standards shall be applied to the outside activity area of the receiving land use. Outdoor activity areas are
normally located near or adjacent to the main structure and often occupied by porches, patios, balconies, etc.
2As determined for a typical worst-case hour during periods of use.
3Where it is not possible to reduce noise in outdoor activity areas to 60 dBA Lan/CNEL or less, using a practical application of the
best available noise reduction measures, higher exterior noise levels may be allowed provided that practical exterior noise level
reduction measures have been implemented and that interior noise levels are in compliance with this Table.
4 Inthe case of hotel/motel facilities or other transient lodging, outdoor activity areas, such as pool areas, may not be included in the
project design. In these cases, only interior noise-level criterion will apply.

¢ Policy N2C: Mitigate noise created by new transportation noise sources consistent with the levels

specified in Table 4.713-1 in outdoor-activity areas and interior spaces of existing noise sensitive
land uses.

e Policy N2E: Require acoustical analysis for noise sensitive land uses proposed in areas exposed to
existing or projected exterior noise levels exceeding the levels specified in (Table 4.713-1 above) or
the performance standards of (Table 4.73-2 below) to determine mitigation for inclusion in the
project design.

Table 4.13-2. Noise Level Performance Standards for New Projects Affected by or Including Non-Transportation Noise
Sources

Noise Level Descriptor Daytime (7 a.m. to 10 p.m.) Nighttime (10 p.m. to 7 a.m.)

Hourly Leq, dB 55 45

Source: City of Redding General Plan

Notes: Each of the noise levels specified above shall be lowered by five dB for simple tone noises, noises consisting primarily of speech or
music, or for recurring impulsive noises. These noise level standards do not apply for residential units established in conjunction
with industrial or commercial uses. The City can impose noise level standards which are more restrictive that those specified above
based upon determination of existing low ambient noise levels.
Industrial, light industrial, commercial, and public service facilities which have the potential for producing objectionable noise levels
at nearby noise sensitive uses are dispersed throughout the City. Fixed noise sources which are typically of concern include, but
are not limited to, the following: HVAC systems, generators, air compressors, outdoor speakers, fans and blowers (this list only
includes equipment applicable for the Proposed Project).

e Policy N2G: enforce existing applicable sections of the California Vehicle Code related to
vehicle or equipment mufflers and modified exhaust systems.
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Goal N3:

Policy N3A: Prohibit the development of noise sensitive uses where the noise level due to
non-transportation sources will exceed the noise level standards of Table 4.713-2 as measured
immediately within the property line of the new development, unless effective noise
mitigation measures have been incorporated into the development design to achieve the
standards specified in Table 4.73-2.

Policy N3B: Mitigate noise created by new proposed non-transportation sources consistent
with the noise level standards of Table 4.13-2 as measured immediately within the property
line of lands designated for noise sensitive land uses. Noise level standards for non-noise
sensitive uses will generally be 10 dB higher before mitigation is required.

Policy N3C: Require acoustical analysis of new nonresidential land uses and the expansion of
existing nonresidential land uses if likely to produce noise levels exceeding the performance
standards of Table 4.13-2 within the property line of existing or planned noise sensitive uses.

City of Redding Municipal Code

The Redding Municipal Code, Section 18.40.100, Noise Standards specifies additional noise regulations
pertaining to the allowable exterior noise levels based upon the time of day and land use category. The

City's Noise Ordinance was established in order to control unnecessary, excessive and annoying noise
while protecting the public health, safety and welfare. These noise standards are presented in Table 4.13-3

below.

Table 4.13-3. Exterior Noise Standards

Receiving Land Use Category Time Period Noise Level (Hourly Le,/ dB)
Residential 10:00 p.m.- 7:00 a.m. 45
7:00 a.m. to 10: 00 p.m. 55
Office/Commercial 10:00 p.m.- 7:00 a.m. 55
7:00 a.m. to 10: 00 p.m. 65
Industrial 10:00 p.m.- 7:00 a.m. N/A!
7:00 a.m. t0 10: 00 p.m. N/A!

Source: City of Redding Municipal Code.
Notes: 'Industrial Noise shall be measured at the property line of any nonresidential district.

Additionally, Section 18.40.100 prohibits the operation of any tools or equipment used in construction,
alteration or demolition work in or within five hundred feet of a residential district such that the sound
creates a noise disturbance across a property line during the following times:

e May 15" through September 15t": Between the weekday hours of 7:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. and
weekends and holidays between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m.

e September 16™ through May 14%: Between the weekday hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. and
weekends and holidays between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m.
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4.13.2  Noise (XIll.) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project result in Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or
permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the
vicinity of the project in excess of standards u u X u
established in the local general plan or noise
ordinance, or applicable standards of other
agencies?

Project Construction

Construction noise associated with the Proposed Project would be temporary and would vary depending
on the nature of the activities being performed. Noise generated would primarily be associated with the
operation of off-road equipment for onsite construction activities as well as construction vehicle traffic on
area roadways. Construction noise typically occurs intermittently and varies depending on the nature or
phase of construction (e.g., building construction, paving). Noise generated by construction equipment,
including earthmovers, material handlers, and portable generators, can reach high levels. Typical
operating cycles for these types of construction equipment may involve one or two minutes of full power
operation followed by three to four minutes at lower power settings. Other primary sources of acoustical
disturbance would be random incidents, which would last less than one minute (such as dropping large
pieces of equipment or the hydraulic movement of machinery lifts). During construction, exterior noise
levels could negatively affect sensitive receptors in the vicinity of the construction site.

Table 4.13-4 indicates the anticipated noise levels of construction equipment. The average noise levels
presented in Table 4.13-4 are based on the quantity, type, and acoustical use factor for each type of
equipment that is anticipated to be used.

Table 4.13-4. Typical Construction Equipment Noise Levels

. Maximum Noise (Lmax) at 50 | Maximum 8-Hour Noise (Leq) at
Type of Equipment Feet (dBA) 50 Feet (dBA)
Crane 80.6 72.6
Dozer 81.7 7.7
Excavator 80.7 76.7
Generator 80.6 776
Grader 85.0 81.0
Other Equipment (greater than 5 horsepower) 85.0 82.0
Paver 77.2 74.2
Roller 80.0 73.0
Tractor 84.0 80.0
Dump Truck 76.5 72.5
Concrete Pump Truck 814 744
Welder 74.0 70.0

Source:  FHWA, Roadway Construction Noise Model (FHWA-HEP-05-054), dated January 2008.

Environmental Checklist and Discussion 4-76 March 2020



Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration
Mistletoe Elementary School Project

As previously stated, the nearest noise-sensitive land uses consist of residences approximately 30 feet
west of the Project site. The noise levels from construction equipment at 50 feet range from 70.0 dBA to
81.0 dBA. The noise levels from construction operations decrease at a rate of approximately 6.0 dB per
doubling of distance. Thus, the noise levels at the nearest residences, approximately 30 feet away, would
range from 74.4 to 88.4 dBA.

The City of Redding restricts the time that construction can take place but does not promulgate numeric
thresholds pertaining to the noise associated with construction. Specifically, Section 18.40.100 of the City's
Municipal Code prohibits the operation of any tools or equipment used in construction, alteration or
demolition work in or within five hundred feet of a residential district such that the sound creates a noise
disturbance across a property line during the following times:

e May 15" through September 15t": Between the weekday hours of 7:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. and
weekends and holidays between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m.

e September 16" through May 14™: Between the weekday hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. and
weekends and holidays between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m.

It is typical to regulate construction noise in this manner since construction noise is temporary, short-
term, intermittent in nature, and would cease on completion of the construction. Furthermore, the City of
Redding is a developing urban community and construction noise is generally accepted as a reality within
the urban environment. Additionally, construction would occur through the Project site and would not be
concentrated at one point. Therefore, noise generated during construction activities, as long as conducted
within the permitted hours, would not exceed City noise standards and would result in a less than
significant impact.

Project Operations

Onsite Noise Sources

As previously stated, noise sensitive land uses are locations where people reside or where the presence of
unwanted sound could adversely affect the use of the land. Residences, schools, hospitals, guest lodging,
libraries, and some passive recreation areas would each be considered noise-sensitive and may warrant
unique measures for protection from intruding noise. The nearest noise-sensitive land uses are residences
located 30 feet west of the Project site.

The main onsite operational noise associated with the Project would be events occurring on the Project
site such as students gathering, recesses, physical education classes, sporting events and parking lot
activity/circulation. The O&M building would produce some shop related noise, but these events would
be less frequent and intermittent in nature. Per information supplied by the school district, the athletic
field would be utilized in intervals of one hour or less, five times per day for physical education classes
and two times per day for recess during school hours. The soccer field would be used daily for two hours
of practice or games with an anticipated attendance of 25 individuals. The school gymnasium is
anticipated to be used for school-related sports practice and events before and after school hours and the
O&M building is the location where maintenance would be performed on school vehicles, including
trucks, vans, trailers, and mowers. All noise producing school related activities will take place between 7:00
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a.m. and 10:00 p.m. with little to no noise producing activities taking place between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00
a.m. Table 4.13- 5 summarizes operational onsite noise sources.

Table 4.13-5. Summary of Onsite Stationary Sources

Stationary Sources Noise Le"‘gégli‘: Leq) at the Estimated Time of Use
Parking Lot Activities 61.1 dBA 7:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Playground & Sp2019orts Field 66.0 dBA 7:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Operations and Maintenance Building 82.2 dBA 7:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Table 4.73-6 shows the predicted noise propagation associated with full operations of the Proposed
Project, as predicted by SoundPLAN 3D noise model. This includes four residences adjacent to the Project
site. Additionally, a noise contour graphic (Figure 7) has been prepared to depict the predicted noise
levels in the vicinity on a worst-case scenario basis.

Table 4.13-6. Modeled Operational Exterior Noise Levels

Modeled Operational

Site Location Location Noise Attributable to City Standard
Project (L.q dBA)
1 Residence east of Project site 54.1 dBA 55 dBA
2 Residence east of Prqject site and adjacent to 548 dBA 55 dBA
the proposed soccer field
3 Residence west qf Project site and adjacent 477 dBA 55 dBA
to proposed parking lot
4 Residence west of Project site and adjacent 49.6 dBA 55 dBA

to proposed driveway

Source: Stationary source noise levels were modeled by ECORP using SoundPLAN 3D noise model. Refer to Attachment A for noise
modeling assumptions and results.

As shown in Table 4.13-6, Project noise levels would reach between 47.7 dBA and 54.8 dBA at the nearby
residences, during Project operations between 7:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. These numbers fall below the City's
single-family residence noise standards presented in the General Plan for non-transportation noise
sources and the standards contained in the City's Municipal Code. Additionally, as previously stated, the
interior-to-exterior noise reduction attributable to newer structures is generally 30 dBA or more. Thus, the
modeled exterior Project noise of 54.8 dBA, for example, would equate to as low as 24.8 dBA within the
interior of the residence. Furthermore, Project noise modeling represents a worst-case scenario in which
all potential Project noise sources are being generated at full intensity at the same moment. It is very
unlikely that noise levels on the Project site would reach that of those predicted in Table 4.73-6. The
operational noise associated with the Project would be less than significant.

Project Operations — Offsite Traffic Noise

According to Caltrans Technical Noise Supplement to the Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol (2013a), doubling
of traffic on a roadway is necessary in order to result in an increase of 3 dBA (a barely perceptible increase
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as previously described). The Project is proposing the expansion of the existing Mistletoe Elementary
School with the construction of a gymnasium, O&M building, an athletic field, parking area and a new
drive isle. The Project would not increase student capacity or instigate additional school functions;
therefore, it would not result in an increase in traffic. The Project would not result in additional traffic on
any of the vicinity roadways, and thus the Project would not be contributing to increased traffic noise.
Traffic noise impacts associated with the Project would be less than significant.

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project result in Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or |:| |:| |:| |X|

groundborne noise levels?

Project Construction

Excessive groundborne vibration impacts result from continuously occurring vibration levels. Increases in
groundborne vibration levels attributable to the Proposed Project would be primarily associated with
short-term, construction-related activities. Construction on the Project Site would have the potential to
result in varying degrees of temporary groundborne vibration, depending on the specific construction
equipment used and the operations involved. Ground vibration generated by construction equipment
spreads through the ground and diminishes in magnitude with increases in distance.

Construction-related ground vibration is normally associated with impact equipment such as pile drivers,
jackhammers, and the operation of some heavy-duty construction equipment, such as dozers and trucks.
It is noted that pile drivers would not be necessary during Project construction as such equipment is not
generally necessary for single story construction. Vibration decreases rapidly with distance and it is
acknowledged that construction activities would occur throughout the Project Site and would not be
concentrated at the point closest to sensitive receptors. Groundborne vibration levels associated with

construction equipment are summarized in Table 4.13-7.

Table 4.13-7. Vibration Source Amplitudes for Construction Equipment

Equipment Type Peak Particle Velocity at 20 Feet (inches per second)
Large Bulldozer 0.124
Caisson Drilling 0.124
Loaded Trucks 0.106
Rock Breaker 0.115
Jackhammer 0.049
Small Bulldozer/Tractor 0.004

Source: FTA 2018; Caltrans 2013b
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The City does not regulate vibration associated with construction. However, a discussion of construction
vibration is included for full disclosure purposes. For comparison purposes, the Caltrans’s (2013b)
recommended standard of 0.2 inches per second peak particle velocity with respect to the prevention of
structural damage for residential buildings is used as a threshold. This is also the level at which vibrations
may begin to annoy people in buildings.

It is acknowledged that construction activities would occur throughout the Project Site and would not be
concentrated at the point closest to the nearest structure. The nearest structures of concern to the
construction site are located approximately 20 feet away, adjacent to where the new drive isle and parking
are proposed to be located. Based on the vibration levels presented in Table 4.13-7, ground vibration
generated by heavy-duty equipment would not be anticipated to exceed approximately 0.124 inches per
second peak particle velocity at 20 feet. Thus, structures located at 20 feet would not be negatively
affected. Since predicted vibration levels at the nearest structures would not exceed recommended criteria
and because the City does not regulate vibration associated with construction, no impact would occur.

Project Operations

Project operations would not include the use of any stationary equipment that would result in excessive
groundborne vibration levels. For this reason, there is no impact.

Q) For a project located within the vicinity of a private
airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such
a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a

Less than
public airport or public use airport, would the Significant
project expose people residing or working in the Potentially With Less than
Project Area to excessive noise levels? Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

[] [] [] X

The Project site is located approximately three miles east of the Benton Airpark and is located outside of
any airport land use plan. Since the site is outside any land use plan boundaries it is beyond the noise
contours generated by airport operations. The Proposed Project will not expose people working or visiting
the Project area to excess airport noise levels. Thus, no impact would occur with implementation of the
Proposed Project (ECORP 2020b).

4.13.3  Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.
4.14 Population and Housing

4.14.1  Environmental Setting

The Project site is located in a developed area of Redding. According to the California Department of
Finance (DOF), which provides estimated population and housing unit demographics by year throughout
the State, the City's population increased 2.3 percent between 2010 and 2018, from 89,861 to 91,958. DOF
estimates that there were 39,679 total housing units in the City, and a 5.5 percent vacancy rate as of
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January 1, 2018. The average household size was estimated to be 2.39 persons per household during the
same time period (DOF 2018).

4.14.2  Population and Housing (XIV) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
i Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth
in an area, either directly (for example, by
proposing new homes and businesses) or |:| |:| |:| |X|

indirectly (for example, through extension of
roads or other infrastructure)?

The Project does not include the construction of any new homes and development of the Project will not
increase school capacity. Therefore, direct or indirect increases in population growth would not occur as a
result of the Proposed Project.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b)  Displace substantial numbers of existing people
or housing, necessitating the construction of |:| |:| |:| |X|
replacement housing elsewhere?

No persons or residences would be displaced or removed as a result of the Proposed Project, and the
Project would have no impact in this area.

4.14.3  Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.

4.15 Public Services

4.15.1 Environmental Setting

Public services include fire protection, police protection, parks and recreation, and schools. Generally,
impacts in these areas are related to an increase in population from a residential development. Levels of
service are generally based on a service-to-population ratio, except for fire protection, which is usually
based on a response time.

Police Services

Police protection services at the project site are provided by the City of Redding Police Department. The
police department is comprised of three divisions: the Administrative Division, Field Operations, and Crime
Investigations. The police department is located at 777 Cypress Ave, Redding, CA 96001, approximately
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2.4 road miles west of the Project site. Additionally, the Shasta County Sheriff Department is located
within three miles of the Project site. This agency may provide additional support to the Police
Department in case of an emergency.

Fire Services

Fire protection services for the Project site are provided by the City of Redding Fire Department. The fire
station, like the police department, is located at 777 W Cypress Ave, Redding, CA 96001, approximately
2.4 road miles west of the Project site.

Schools

The area is served by the Enterprise Elementary School District, which includes nine schools. The Project
itself is the expansion of Mistletoe Elementary School, which serves kindergarten through eighth grade.
The Project will not increase the capacity of the school. Upon graduation, students may attend one of
several high schools in the area. The nearest high school is Enterprise High School, located 1.7 miles west
of the Project site.

Parks

Recreational opportunities for both youth and adults are varied and plentiful in the Project area. The
Upper Sacramento River and Shasta Lake provide opportunities for water recreation, including boating,
swimming, fishing, and other outdoor activities. The Mt. Shasta Ski Park, approximately 70 miles north of
the Project site, includes opportunities for downhill and cross-country skiing as well as summer activities
such as hiking and mountain biking. In addition, the City of Redding owns and maintains 41 parks,
managed by the City’'s Parks and Recreation District. Features at these parks include playgrounds, walking
and hiking paths, picnic and barbeque facilities, sports and recreational areas, skateboard park, and a
roller/ice skating rink.

Other Public Facilities

Other public facilities found in the Project vicinity include the Redding Library, two U.S. Postal Service
offices, and public lands owned and administered by the Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Forest
Service.
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4.15.2  Public Services (XV) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Significant
Potentially with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered
governmental facilities, need for new or physically
altered governmental facilities, the construction of u u X u
which could cause significant environmental impacts, in
order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response
times or other performance objectives for any of the
public services:

Fire Protection?
Police Protection?
Schools?

Parks?

O 0Odod
O 0Odod

Other Public Facilities?

X OOKK
O X X OO

Fire Services

The Project site is located approximately 2.4 miles from the City of Redding Fire Department. The
Proposed Project would not result in an increase in population and thereby not require additional fire
facilities to serve this population. The Proposed Project would not require any additional Fire District
facilities, equipment, and/or staff and is not anticipated to create an additional burden on exiting fire
facilities. The Project would be subject to the fire protection regulations defined in PRC 4290. Code 4290
provide requirements for road and street networks, driveways designs, road signage, water requirement
standards and fuel modification/removal areas. Therefore, the Project would have a less than significant
impact in this area.

Police Services

The Proposed Project is located approximately 2.4 miles City of Redding Police Department. The Proposed
Project would not result in a significant increase in demand for police protection resulting in new or
expanded police facilities. Police facilities and the need for expanded facilities are based on the staffing
levels these facilities must accommodate. Police staffing levels are generally based on the
population/police officer ratio, and an increase in population is usually the result of an increase in housing
or employment. Because the Proposed Project would not increase the population in the area, the Project
would not result in the need for increase in police protection or police facilities. Therefore, the Proposed
Project would have a less than significant impact in this area.
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Schools

The purpose of the Proposed Project is the expansion of Mistletoe Elementary School facilities, parking,
and pick-up and drop-off area for existing students. This development will not result in an increase of
student population. Further, the Proposed Project does not result in an increase in housing or population
in the area, and as such would not require additional educational facilities. Therefore, the Proposed
Project would have no impact in this area.

Parks

As stated previously, the need for additional parkland is primarily based on an increase in population to
an area. Given that the Proposed Project would not increase the City's population, the Project would not
burden any parks in the surrounding area beyond capacity by generating additional recreational users.
Therefore, the Proposed Project would not require the construction or expansion of park and recreational
facilities and would also not result in an increase in demand for parks and recreation facilities in the
surrounding area. There would be no impact to parks as a result of construction of the Proposed Project.

Other Public Facilities

The Proposed Project does not result in an increase in housing or population in the City, which would
result in library, post office, or other public facilities use. Therefore, the Project would have a less than
significant impacts on other public facilities.

4.15.3  Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.

4.16 Recreation

4.16.1 Environmental Setting

Recreational opportunities for both youth and adults are varied and plentiful in the Project area. The
Upper Sacramento River and Shasta Lake provide opportunities for water recreation, including boating,
swimming, fishing, and other outdoor activities. The Mt. Shasta Ski Park, approximately 70 miles north of
the Project site, includes opportunities for downhill and cross-country skiing as well as summer activities
such as hiking and mountain biking. In addition, the City of Redding owns and maintains 41 parks,
managed by the City’'s Parks and Recreation District. Features at these parks include playgrounds, walking
and hiking paths, picnic and barbeque facilities, sports and recreational areas, skateboard park, and a
roller/ice skating rink. Hiking and backpacking opportunities are plentiful in the region.
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4.16.2  Recreation (XVI) Materials Checklist

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
i Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and
regional parks or other recreational facilities such ] ] u X

that substantial physical deterioration of the
facility would occur or be accelerated?

The need for additional parkland is primarily based on an increase in population to an area. Given that the
Proposed Project would not increase population, the Project would not burden any parks in the
surrounding area beyond capacity by generating additional recreational users. Therefore, the Proposed
Project would not increase the use of park and recreational facilities resulting in substantial physical
deterioration of the facility. There would be no impact to recreational facilities as a result of construction
of the Proposed Project.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
b) Include recreational facilities or require the
construction or expansion of recreational [] [] X ]

facilities, which might have an adverse physical
effect on the environment?

The Proposed Project includes the construction of a gymnasium, an athletic field, an operations and
maintenance (O&M) building, vehicle parking areas, a bus parking area, drive isle, and a pick-up and
drop-off area as part of a school expansion project. The gymnasium and athletic field fall into the
recreational facilities category. However, the proposed recreational facilities will not have an adverse
physical effect on the environment. For one, the school expansion would increase recreational
opportunities for existing students but would not result in an increase in school population. In addition,
BMPs will be utilized during the grading and construction process to minimize runoff into the nearby
stream and drainage systems. As explained under each environmental issue area in the document, the
Project will have a less than significant impact as proposed and the Project will comply with all applicable
laws and regulations. All potentially significant environmental impacts, including to cultural resources,
tribal cultural resources, biological resources, and aesthetics will be mitigated to a less than significant
level through the implementation of mitigation measures outlined in each corresponding section. As such,
the Proposed Project will have a less than significant impact due to construction and expansion of
recreational facilities.

4.16.3  Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.
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4.17 Transportation

4.17.1  Environmental Setting

Regional access to the Project site is provided by I-5, which link the site with other northern California
communities to the north and south. Local access to the Project site is provided both to the north of the
Project site via the I-5/Hwy 44 interchange and south of the Project site via the |-5/East Cypress Ave.
interchange.

Important roadways in the vicinity of the Proposed Project include the following:

[-5:1-5 is a north-south federal highway through California. It is a divided six-lane freeway
adjacent to the Project site. According to Caltrans, I-5 at the I-5/Hwy 44 interchange had an
Annual Average Daily Trip (AADT)> count of 15,800 in 2018. This indicates that, on average, 15,800
vehicles exited I-5 at the I-5/Hwy 44 interchange on a daily basis. The AADT at the I-5/East
Cypress Ave off ramp was 6,500 in 2018. The AADT counts are summarized in Table 4.717-1 below
(Caltrans 2018).

Table 4.17-1. |-5 Traffic Counts — Year 2018

Roadway Interchange AADT
I-5/Hwy 44 off-ramp 15,800
[-5/Hwy 44 off-ramp 6,500

Source: Caltrans 2018

Churn Creek Road: Churn Creek Road is a north-south two-lane road that provides arterial access
to the Project site. Two collector road routes, Mistletoe Lane and Industrial Street to Del Monte
Street will provide access to the completed Project. According to the City of Redding’s Traffic Flow
Map, the Churn Creek Road segment located between the two collector roads has an am two-way
peak-hour volume of 1,602 at 11:00 am and a pm two-way peak-hour volume of 1,798 at 12:00
pm. The total daily traffic count is 20,392.

As shown in Table 4.17-2 below, the segment of Mistletoe Lane between Canby Lane and the
School currently experiences a traffic volume of 6,745 (3,120 eastbound and 3,625 westbound)
vehicles per day and Industrial Street currently experiences a traffic volume of 6,596 vehicles per
day (City of Redding 2019c).

Table 4.17-2. Residential Traffic Counts

Roadway Interchange AADT
Mistletoe Lane 6,745
Industrial Street 6,596

Source: The City of Redding 2019¢

The Transportation Element of the General Plan does not provide level of service (LOS) limits for City
streets, but does provide general guidelines for maximum recommended trips per day on neighborhood

5 Annual average daily traffic is the total traffic volume for the year divided by 365 days.
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streets. The element states that residential streets that accommodate more than 2,000 trips per day are
viewed as unsafe, noisy, and disruptive to the quality of a residential environment (City of Redding 2000).

The 2018 Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP) for the Shasta Region
utilizes several methods to evaluate traffic flow and congestion. LOS is one method used to evaluate
system utilization. LOS A, B, and C are generally considered acceptable, whereas LOS D, E, and F indicate
significant delays due to traffic. Table 4.77-3 below summarizes characteristics of each LOS class on
multiple name highways in the region, namely I-5. Volume to capacity ratio (V/C) is another method for
evaluating system utilization. A V/C ratio of 0.75 or greater is considered congested.

The impact of system performance on mobility is measured by vehicle hours of delay (VHD) and AM/PM
peak travel period. VHD is the extra time drivers spend on the road due to traffic congestion as compared
to the time it would take to reach the given destination in the absence of congestion. AM/PM peak travel
period falls during “rush hour”. The RTP aims to improve average vehicle miles per hour by 4.5% for the
PM Peak period, 3% for the AM Peak Period and 3.6% for the Daily average, by 2035 (Shasta Regional
Transportation Agency 2018b).

Table 4.17-3. Multi-Lane Highway LOS Descriptions

Level of Service Threshold
Operating
Classification LOS Speed Technical Description
Multi-Lane Highways A 60 No delays: highest level of service. Traffic flows freely
with little or no restrictions in maneuverability.
B 60 No delays: traffic flows freely, but drivers have slightly
less freedom to maneuver.
Minimal Delays: density becomes noticeable with ability
C 60 oy X
to maneuver limited by other vehicles
Minimal delays: speed and ability to maneuver is
D 57 ; . . . .
severely restricted by increasing density of vehicles
Minimal delays: unstable traffic flow. Speeds vary
E 55 .
greatly and are unpredictable.
Significant delays: traffic flow is unstable, with brief
F <b5 .
periods of movement followed by forced stops.

Source: Shasta Regional Transportation Agency 2018b

The RTP also has set goals and objectives related to transportation. Goal two of the RTP is to “Strategically
increase capacity on interregional and regionally significant roadways to keep people and freight moving
effectively and efficiently” and goal four is to “Create people-centered communities that support public
safety, health, and well-being”.

Transit Service

Public transportation in the Shasta region is provided by several entities. Interregional transportation is
available by Amtrak, Greyhound, Trinity Transit, and Stage Sage. The Greyhound serves the Downtown
Redding Transit Center, also known as the Redding Bus Station. Trinity Transit offers transportation on
weekdays between the Downtown Redding Transit Center and Weaverville and Sage Stage provides
intercity transit service between Alturas and the Downtown Redding Transit Center. Three tribal public
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transportation services provide general and health service transportation to tribe members. These services
include Pit River Health Services, Redding Rancheria, and Susanville Rancheria. Fixed-route public
transportation is provided by the Redding Area Bus Authority (RABA), which offers ten local routes, a
commuter route from the city of Anderson to downtown Redding, and three express routes (SRTA 2018b).
The nearest RABA bus stop to the Project site is located on Route Four at the intersection of Churn Creek
Road and Mistletoe Lane (City of Redding 2019d). Two transit service lines provide demand response and
paratransit services. RABA Demand Response provides services to those with disabilities and Dignity
Health Connected Living serves people 60 and over, people 18 years of age or older with disabilities who
are outside of the regular RABA service area and mobility-impaired people (SRTA 2018b)

Mistletoe Elementary School provides bus transportation for students living outside of a certain distance
range from the school. Bus service is offered to kindergarten through third grade if the student lives more
than 0.75 mile from school, to fourth through sixth grade if the student lives more than one mile from
school, and seventh through eighth grade if the student lives more than 1.5 miles from the school. The
school does not disclose bus routes to the public to protect the safety of their students (Mistletoe School
2019).

Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities

The City of Redding is actively working to improve and expand pedestrian and bicycling opportunities in
the City. The City is recognized as “bronze” level by the League of American Bicyclists as a bicycle friendly
community. The City currently has a total of 169.6 miles of bikeways and trails (SRTA 2018a). The Go
Shasta Active Regional Transportation Plan recommends pedestrian and bike path improvements and
expansion to increase safety and connectivity of the routes (Shasta Regional Transportation Agency
2018a).

4.17.2  Transportation (XVII) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or policy
addressing the circulation system, including |:| |:| |Z| |:|
transit, roadways, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?

The City of Redding General Plan Transportation Element (2000) and the 2018 Shasta RTP (2018b) provide
guidance in the City and region for existing and future transportation facilities. The Project includes the
construction of increased roadway access to Mistletoe Elementary School for improved pick-up and drop-
off of students. The purpose of this improvement is to improve circulation and reduce the congestion that
currently exists on Mistletoe Lane during school pick-up and drop-off times. Parents of students will arrive
at the school via Del Monte Street and depart via Mistletoe Lane rather than traveling to and from the
school via Mistletoe Lane. Furthermore, the Project would not increase the school capacity. As such, the
Proposed Project would not conflict with any program, plan, ordinance, or policy addressing the
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circulation system in any of these documents. The Project would have a less than significant impact in this
area.

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines D D |Z| D

Section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, subdivision (b) provides criteria for analyzing transportation impacts
based on a vehicle miles traveled (VMT) methodology instead of the now superseded (as of January 1,
2019) LOS methodology. Pertinent to the Proposed Project are those criteria identified in § 15064.3(b)(1)
Land Use Projects. According to this section:

“Vehicle miles traveled exceeding an applicable threshold of significance may indicate a
significant impact. Generally, projects within one-half mile of either an existing major transit stop
or a stop along an existing high quality transit corridor® should be presumed to cause a less than
significant transportation impact. Projects that decrease vehicle miles traveled in the project area
compared to existing conditions should be presumed to have a less than significant
transportation impact.”

However, Section 15064.3(b)(3) allows an agency to determine a project’s transportation impact on a
qualitative basis if a VMT methodology is unavailable, as is the case with the Proposed Project.

Section 15064.3(b)(3) is as follows:

"Qualitative Analysis. If existing models or methods are not available to estimate the vehicle miles
traveled for the particular project being considered, a lead agency may analyze the project’s
vehicle miles traveled qualitatively. Such a qualitative analysis would evaluate factors such as the
availability of transit, proximity to other destinations, etc. For many projects, a qualitative analysis
of construction traffic may be appropriate.”

Additionally, Section 15064.3(c) allows an agency to use the VMT methodology immediately or defer until
July 1, 2020 when the VMT methodology is required of all agencies in the state. Section 15064.3(c) is as
follows:

“The provisions of this section shall apply prospectively as described in section 15007. A lead
agency may elect to be governed by the provisions of this section immediately. Beginning on
July 1, 2020, the provisions of this section shall apply statewide.”

Because the City does not have an adopted VMT methodology at this time, for the Proposed Project, the
existing traffic counts are used to determine the Project’s impact to surrounding roadways.

6 "High-quality transit corridor” means an existing corridor with fixed route bus service with service intervals no longer than 15
minutes during peak commute hours. For the purposes of this Appendix, an “existing stop along a high-quality transit corridor” may
include a planned and funded stop that is included in an adopted regional transportation improvement program.
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Access to the Proposed Project site will generally be via Mistletoe lane and Industrial Street. Mistletoe
Lane currently experiences a traffic volume of 6,745 vehicles per day and Industrial Street currently
experiences a traffic volume of 6,596 vehicles per day (City of Redding 2019c). The traffic on both
roadways is currently in exceedance of the 2,000 vehicle trips or less recommended for residential streets
in the City (City of Redding 2000). However, the Proposed Project will not increase total vehicle trips on
streets in the Project area. Instead, the Project will re-distribute the vehicle trips associated with school
Pick-up and drop-off. Following completion of the Project, eastbound vehicle trips are expected to be
reduced on Mistletoe Lane and more trips will be distributed to the Industrial Street to Del Monte Street
route located to the south of the school. Del Monte is not a through street, and as such, traffic on this
road will impact less commute traffic than it would on Mistletoe Lane. The VHD for commuters using
Mistletoe Lane will be reduced; helping the region to meet the RTP goals. Therefore, the Proposed Project
would have a less than significant impact in this area.

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Q) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous ] ] X ]
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

The Project would construct a driveway from Del Monte Street to Mistletoe Lane in order to reduce traffic
congestion during student pick-up and drop-off times. These driveway/roadway interfaces would be
required to be located and constructed according to City roadway standards. The driveway will not
include hazardous geometric design features or incompatible uses. Therefore, the Project would have a
less than significant impact in this area.

Less than
Significant
Potentially With Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
d) Result in inadequate emergency access? |:| |:| |Z| |:|

The Project design provides a new access point to Mistletoe Elementary School that would improve

emergency access. Therefore, the Project would have a less than significant impact regarding emergency
access.

4.17.3  Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.
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4.18 Tribal Cultural Resources

4.18.1  Environmental Setting

The following information was provided by the ECORP Consulting (2020c) as a part of the Cultural
Resources Inventory Report for the Proposed Project.

The Project area is located within lands traditionally claimed by Native Americans. Ethnographically, the
Project Area is located in a region known to have been occupied by the Wintu Indians. Wintu territory
encompassed portions of present-day Trinity, Tehama, Shasta, and Siskiyou counties. The territory is
bounded in the southeast by the South Fork Trinity River, in the southwest by the Beegum and Little Cow
Creeks, and in the north by Mount Shasta. There are nine distinct Wintu Indian groups. The Wintu
language is in the Penutian Language family and is part of the Wintuan language group that includes the
Wintu, the Nomlaki, and the Patwin Indians. The Wintu hunted deer, brown bears, quail, rabbits, rats,
squirrels, and birds. They mostly fished Chinook salmon and steelhead, but also collected suckers,
mussels, and clams. The family units would collect acorns, buckeye, manzanita berries, Indian potatoes,
Calochortus sp. (pussy's ears), snake’s head, clover, miner’s lettuce, skunkbush, hazel nuts, pine nuts, and
wild grapes. The Wintu would also cultivate many plants for medicine, such as pennyroyal, Oregon grape,
soaproot, milkweed, and salt.

Village structures included bark houses, steam houses, menstrual huts, and the earth lodge. The bark
houses were the family unit's main shelter. Bark houses were conical and made of lashed together poles
covered in bark or branches of evergreen. The steam houses and menstrual huts were domed brush
shelters. The semi-subterranean earth lodges were the largest structures, ranging from 15-20 feet in
diameter with a center pole. The earth lodge was used by men for gatherings, sweating, shaman initiation,
and for the single men to sleep during the winter months.

The family unit was the basic organization unit for the Wintu Indians, and the village served as the focus
of social, political, and economic organization. The chieftainships were ostensibly hereditary, passing from
father to eldest son. The Wintu were generally known to be a peaceful people, but they did engage in
warfare. Wintu wars were typically the result of feuds between individuals or neighboring groups; these
conflicts were generally limited in their scope and severity by strong bonds of kinship. The weapons the
Wintu used were bows and arrows, clubs, thrusting spears, daggers, and slings. Wintu funerary practices
required an individual to be buried on the same day that they died, or as soon as their relatives arrived.
Individuals were buried in a crouched position, with their elbows placed between their knees and their
hands placed on their cheeks. They were then bundled in in a deer or bearskin and buried. Funerary
objects included personal effects of the deceased, the deceased’s dog, and a basket of acorn meal water.

The Wintu population prior to contact with Europeans is estimated to have been over 14,000. A malaria
epidemic swept through the Central and Upper Sacramento Valley in 1830-1833, killing off 75 percent of
the indigenous population and severely hampering the ability of the Wintu to resist incursions into their
territory by settlers. As settlers moved into the region, the Wintu faced the destruction of vital resources
by livestock, the pollution of fishing areas by gold miners, and violent conflict with settlers. These factors
further diminished the Wintu population, and by 1910 the Wintu population is estimated to have been
395. In the twentieth century, dams were constructed, dispersing the last large concentrations of Wintu as
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much of their habitable land was inundated. The Wintu population in 1971 is estimated to have reached
900, and today they live throughout the U.S.

4.18.2 Tribal Consultation

As a part of the Cultural Survey, ECORP contacted the California Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC) on December 16, 2019 to request a search of the Sacred Lands File for the APE. This search
determined whether or not Sacred Lands have been recorded by California Native American tribes within
the APE. A search of the Sacred Lands File by the NAHC failed to indicate the presence of Native American
cultural resources in the project area.

ECORP mailed a letter to the Shasta Historical Society on December 16, 2019 to solicit comments or
obtain historical information that the repository might have regarding events, people, or resources of
historical significance in the area. No responses to the letters sent to the Shasta Historical Society were
received as of the preparation of this document (ECORP 2020c).

AB 52 requires that prior to the release of a CEQA document for a project, an agency begin consultation
with a California Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic
area of the proposed project if: (1) the California Native American tribe requested to the lead agency, in
writing, to be informed by the lead agency through formal notification of proposed projects in the
geographic area that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the tribe and (2) the California Native
American tribe responds, in writing, within 30 days of receipt of the formal notification, and requests the
consultation. EESD has not received any consultation requests from Native American tribes.

4.18.3  Tribal Cultural Resources (XVIIl) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined
in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either
a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is
geographically defined in terms of the size and
scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object
with cultural value to a California Native
American tribe, and, and that is:

i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local
register of historical resources as defined in [] X [] []
Public Resources Code Section 5020.1(k), or

ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in
its discretion and supported by substantial ] X ] ]
evidence, to be significant pursuant to
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public
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Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying
the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of
Public Resource Code Section 5024.1, the
lead agency shall consider the significance of
the resource to a California Native American
tribe.

No known cultural resources or significant archaeological resources have been identified within the
Project area. The site has not been identified as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape, sacred
place, or object with cultural value to a California Native American tribe. However, unanticipated, and
accidental discovery of California Native American tribal cultural resources are possible during project
implementation, especially during excavation, and have the potential to impact unique cultural resources.
As such, mitigation measure CUL-1 has been included to reduce the potential for impacts to tribal cultural
resources to a less than significant level.

4.18.4  Mitigation Measures

Implement mitigation measure CUL-1.

4.19 Utilities and Service Systems

4.19.1  Environmental Setting

The City of Redding Public Works Department is responsible for water, wastewater, and storm drainage
for the City. The City contracts with Waste Management to provide solid waste collection services in the
City.

Water Service

The Project site is served by the City of Redding’ municipal water supply. The City's water supply is
sourced from both surface water and groundwater. The Sacramento River and Whiskeytown Lake provide
the City with 74 percent of the water they use. This translates into approximately 7.25 billion gallons per
year. The remaining 26 percent, or 2.51 billion gallons per year, is groundwater which comes from 16 wells
drilled into the Redding- Enterprise Groundwater Basin.

Two water treatment plants treat the surface municipal water supply to the City. The Foothill Water
Treatment Plant currently has the capacity to treat 24 million gallon per day (mgd) from the Sacramento
River and has expansion capabilities up to 42 mgd. Two water lines convey the river water to the
treatment plant. In the late 1970's, the plant switched to treatment via a dual media filtration facility and a
6 mgd storage reservoir. The capacity of the City's primary river pumping facility (Pump House #1) is
currently 32,000 gallons per minute. The Foothill Water Treatment Plant is considered a conventional
treatment facility. Conventional treatment includes such necessary steps as pre-treatment, coagulation
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and flocculation, sedimentation, filtration and chlorination. This treatment process effectively removes
impurities from the water and ensure potable water for the citizens of Redding.

The Buckeye Water Treatment Plant treats surface water from Whiskeytown Lake at a rate of 14 mgd. A
36-inch diameter water line conveys water from the 17-foot diameter Spring Creek conduit that comes
from the lake into the Buckeye Plant. The system is gravity-fed, and as such there is no need for a
pumping facility. The plant includes a chemical feed system, three-stage flocculation, four-sedimentation
basins, eight gravity filtration units, and a washwater recovery system (City of Redding, 2019b).

The City’s groundwater supply is obtained from 16 wells in the Redding-Enterprise Subbasin.
Whiskeytown Lake is not located within a subbasin. The subbasin is 95,000 square miles and is considered
a medium priority subbasin. The subbasin is managed by the Enterprise Anderson Groundwater
Sustainability Agency (GSA). The GSA is in the process of forming a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP),
as is required to comply with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). The GSP has a 2022
completion deadline (Shasta County 2014).

The DWR Groundwater Information Center Interactive Map Application (GICIMA) provides groundwater
levels through the state. Among other things, this interactive on-line tool can illustrate the change in
groundwater depth of a certain time period for a particular location, such as the City of Redding.
According to the GICIMA information, the distance from groundwater to ground surface in the Project
area decreased 7.5 feet between October 2017 and October 2018. However, the depth to groundwater
varies by location and rainfall. For example, in the same time period, a well to the east of the Project site
decreased in depth by only 0.1 feet and a well to the south increased in depth by 2.1 feet (DWR 2019a).

Wastewater

All sewage is collected and processed by two wastewater facilities in the City of Redding: Clear Creek
Wastewater Treatment Plant and Stillwater Wastewater Treatment Plant.

The Clear Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant has an average dry weather design flow of 9.4 million
gallons/day (MGD) and a peak wet weather flow of 40+ MGD. In 2014, the facility underwent significant
upgrades, including treatment system improvements and wet-weather flow enhancements. Current
projects include construction of a new solids handling building to further enhance solids dewatering and
disposal. The Clear Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant is operated and maintained in compliance with
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit limits and best management practices.

The Stillwater Wastewater Treatment Plant has an average dry weather design flow of 4 million
gallons/day (MGD) and a peak wet weather flow of 14.4 MGD. The plant strives to meet stringent water
quality criteria and protect the health of the public and environment. The Stillwater Wastewater Treatment
Plant is in compliance with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit limits and
best management practices (Shasta County 2014).

Both facilities are operating under several Waste Discharge Requirement Orders adopted by the Central
Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board. The orders require compliance with pertinent environmental
laws and water quality standards (California Waterboards 2019).
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Storm Drainage

The City of Redding stormwater drainage system consists primarily of surface water conveyance utilizing
curbs and gutters which lead to underground conveyance pipes that eventually discharge into a catch
basin or a detention basin (City of Redding 2019b).

Stormwater discharges from the City are regulated by the California Phase Il Small Municipal Separate
Storm Sewer System (MS4) General Permit (Phase Il MS4 Permit) (Order 2013-0001-DWQ) and may be
affected by Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for watersheds that encompass the City. The Phase Il

MS4 Permit prohibits discharge of stormwater from the City’'s stormwater system into water of the U.S.
Further, the permit requires the City to implement controls to reduce the discharge of pollutants from

their MS4s to the Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP).

Through the Storm Water Management Program, the City rehabilitated five ponds previously
decommissioned from use as sewage treatment ponds. The five ponds provide a net benefit of 440 acre-
ft./yr. of groundwater recharge and 1,300 cu f.t/yr. of controlled runoff volume (Geosyntec 2019).

Solid Waste

The City of Redding's Solid Waste Utility manages solid waste in the City. The City of Redding's Transfer
Station and Material Recovery Facility (MRF) is where solid waste from the City is processed initially. The
facility currently processes about 500 tons per day of solid waste and has a capacity of 750 tons per day.
After initial processing, all solid waste is transferred to the West Central Landfill for disposal.

The Solid Waste Utility operates the West Central Landfill, which is owned by Shasta County. The West
Central Landfill accommodates all the solid waste disposed in Shasta County (City of Redding Public
Works 2019). The California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) provides solid
waste disposal and recycling information for jurisdictions in the state, including the West Central Landfill.
The landfill performs disposal of garbage, recycling, and green waste.

As of December 1, 2013, the West Central Landfill had a remaining capacity of 6,589,044 cubic yards of its
total capacity of 13,115,844 cubic yards (CalRecycle 2019b, c). In 2018, 623,720 tons of solid waste was
processed from Redding (CalRecycle 2019a).
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4.19.2  Utilities and Service Systems (XIX) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction
of new or expanded water, or wastewater
treatment or storm water drainage, electric ] ] X u
power, natural gas, or telecommunications
facilities, the construction or relocation of which
could cause significant environmental effects?

Water

Development of the Project would increase the demand for water in the city. The Proposed Project’s
estimated annual water demand (provided by EESD) is approximately 8,416 gallons per day (gpd) during
the peak month of July and 1.07 million gallons per year. The City has an annual water supply of 9.76
billion gallons total, which equates to 26.73 million gallons per day. As such, the Proposed Project
represents an increase of 0.03 percent of the City's maximum potential pumping capacity.” The existing
portion of Mistletoe Elementary School is connected to the City's water supply and onsite water
infrastructure would be installed by the Proposed Project as necessary. Therefore, the Proposed Project
would have a less than significant impact to the City’s water treatment or conveyance facilities.

Wastewater

The Proposed Project would not result in a substantial increase in wastewater production from the
existing levels currently produced by Mistletoe Elementary school because the Project will not increase
school capacity. The gymnasium will offer additional restrooms which may be utilized by students, faculty,
and visitors, but the overall sewage production will not increase. According to EESD, the O&M building,
however, may produce up to 300 gpd of wastewater.

The Clear Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant has an average dry weather design flow of 9.4 million
gallons/day (MGD) and a peak wet weather flow of 40+ MGD and the Stillwater Wastewater Treatment
Plant has an average dry weather design flow of 4 million gallons/day (MGD) and a peak wet weather flow
of 14.4 MGD. As such, the 300 gpd of additional wastewater produced by the Proposed Project would
represent 0.0075 percent of the average dry weather design flow from the smaller of the two treatment
plants, Stillwater Wastewater Treatment Plant.® This increased demand would represent a 0.0075 percent
increase over the existing demand for the smaller of the two treatment plants, during the low-flow season.
Since there is adequate capacity remaining at the Wastewater Facility to serve wastewater production
from the Project site, the Proposed Project would not result in the need for new or expanded facilities.
This impact would be considered less than significant.

78,416 gpd / 26,739,726 gpd x 100 = 0.03 percent
8 Wastewater demand percent of daily capacity: 300 gpd/ 4,000,000 gpd= 0.0075 percent
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Storm Drainage

The nearest existing stormwater drainage facilities are located along Del Monte Road, directly to the
south of the Project site. The existing footprint of Mistletoe Elementary School also contains stormwater
drainage. The Proposed Project includes an increase in impervious surface area, including parking lots,
roadways, and a gymnasium, which will be required to include the construction of curbs, gutters, and
drainages to meet stormwater and runoff control requirements promulgated by the City, National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Stormwater Program of the EPA, and the Central Valley
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). As such, the Proposed Project would not result in the
need for new or expanded stormwater facilities. This impact would be considered less than significant.

Electric Power

Redding Electric Utility (REU) provides electrical services to the Project area through state-regulated public
utility contracts. REU's ability to provide its services concurrently for each project is evaluated during the
development review process. The utility company is bound by contract to update its systems to meet any
additional demand. Existing electrical lines are located along Mistletoe Lane to the south of the existing
portion of the school and cross a portion of Del Monte Street, adjacent to the Project Site. No new electric
facilities will be required to provide electricity to the Project. Therefore, the Project would have a less than
significant impact in this area.

Natural Gas

Existing PG&E natural gas pipelines are located in close Project site in order to provide natural gas to the
existing Mistletoe Elementary School. All on-site connections would be required to be constructed by the
Project Proponent as necessary. No new PG&E natural gas facilities would be required to be constructed

to serve the site. As such, the Project would have a less than significant impact to natural gas facilities.

Telecommunications

Existing phone lines are located adjacent to the Project site. Telecommunication will be through existing
company and personal cell phones. No new telecommunication facilities will be required to serve the

Project.
Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve

the project and reasonably foreseeable future ] ] X u

development during normal, dry and multiple dry

years?

Refer to Item a) above. The Project will have a less than significant impact in this area.
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Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Q) Result in a determination by the wastewater
treatment provider, which serves or may serve
the project that it has adequate capacity to serve L] L] X ]
the project’s projected demand in addition to the
provider's existing commitments?

Refer to Item a) above. The Project will have a less than significant impact in this area.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

d)  Generate solid waste in excess of State or local
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local u u X u
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment
of solid waste reduction goals?

The Project would not generate a significant amount of additional solid waste during operation because
the Proposed Project will not increase school capacity. However, the O&M building will result in some
additional solid waste production. According to CalRecycle (2019c), the estimated solid waste generation
rates for employees is 15.4 pounds per employee per day. Based on this information and an anticipated
maximum of 16 employees upon operation of the Project, the Project would produce approximately 246.4
pounds per day, or 44.968 tons per year.’

The construction of the Project would occur in several stages of varying lengths, each stage requiring a
different number of workers. Based on the construction information provided, construction will be
occurring for nine to ten months between the spring 2020 and summer of 2021. The number of workers
on site at a given time will vary between five and ten. Over the course of the construction period, there
will be five workers for ten days, six workers for 12 days, and ten workers for 264 days. According to
CalRecycle (2019c¢), the estimated solid waste generation rates for employees is 15.4 pounds per
employee per day. As such, the total estimated solid waste during the period would amount to 21.267
tons per year.'”

As explained above, the City of Redding's Transfer Station and Material Recovery Facility (MRF) processes
750 tons of solid waste per day, or 273,750 tons per year. As such, the construction phase from spring
2020 to summer 2021 will represent 0.0077 percent of the City's annual waste production, and operation
will represent 0.0164 percent of the City's annual waste production for each year of the Project’s
operation. After initial processing, the solid waste is transported to the West Central Landfill, which had a

977 lbs/day X 365 days / 2000 Ibs/ ton = 44.968 tons per year
10 (77 lbs/day X 10 days / 2000 Ibs/ ton = 0.385 tons per year) + (92.4 lbs/day X 12 days / 2000 Ibs/ ton = 0.554 tons
per year) + (154 Ibs/day X 264 days / 2000 lbs/ ton = 20.328 tons per year) = 21.267 tons per year
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remaining capacity of 6,589,044 cubic yards as of December 1, 2013 (CalRecycle 2019b, c). As such, this is
a less than significant impact.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

e) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and
management and reduction regulations related |:| |:| |X| |:|
to solid waste?

The Proposed Project is required to comply with all state and federal statutes regarding solid waste. This
impact is considered less than significant.

4.19.3  Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.

4.20 Wildfire
4.20.1 Environmental Setting

The risk of wildfire is related to a variety of parameters, including fuel loading (vegetation), fire weather
(winds, temperatures, humidity levels and fuel moisture contents), and topography (degree of slope).
Steep slopes contribute to fire hazard by intensifying the effects of wind and making fire suppression
difficult. Fuels such as grass are highly flammable because they have a high surface-area-to-mass ratio
and require less heat to reach the ignition point, while fuels such as trees have a lower surface-area-to-
mass ratio and require more heat to reach the ignition point.

The Project area is relatively flat and dominated by residential and commercial development. The area is
not designated as having high wildland fire potential (CAL FIRE 2008).

4.20.2  Wildfire (XX) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

If located in or near state responsibility areas or Less than
lands classified as very high fire hazard severity Potentially  Significant with  Less than
zones, would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
! Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency u u u X

response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

The Project site is not in an area designated by California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
(2008) as a Fire Hazard Severity Zone. Furthermore, no Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones are located
nearby. Also, the Project site is not located in a state responsibility area. The Project would have no impact
in this area.
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If located in or near state responsibility areas or Less than
lands classified as very high fire hazard severity Potentially  Significant with  Less than
zones, would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors,
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose
project occupants to pollutant concentrations ] ] ] X
from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a
wildfire?

The Project site is not in an area designated by California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
(2008) as a Fire Hazard Severity Zone. Furthermore, no Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones are located
nearby. Also, the Project site is not located in a state responsibility area. The Project would have no impact

in this area.
If located in or near state responsibility areas or Less than
lands classified as very high fire hazard severity Potentially  Significant with  Less than
zones, would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
! Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

c) Require the installation or maintenance of
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or u u u X
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or
that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts
to the environment?

The Project site is not in an area designated by California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
(2008) as a Fire Hazard Severity Zone. Furthermore, no Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones are located
nearby. Also, the Project site is not located in a state responsibility area. The Project would have no impact

in this area.
If located in or near state responsibility areas or Less than
lands classified as very high fire hazard severity Potentially ~ Significant with  Less than
zones, would the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
! Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks,
including downslope or downstream flooding or
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope L] L] L] >
instability, or drainage changes?

The Project site is not in an area designated by California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
(2008) as a Fire Hazard Severity Zone. Furthermore, no Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones are located
nearby. Also, the Project site is not located in a state responsibility area. The Project would have no impact
in this area.
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4.20.3 Mitigation Measures
No significant impacts were identified, and no mitigation measures are required.

4.21 Mandatory Findings of Significance

4.21.1 Mandatory Findings of Significance (XXI) Environmental Checklist and Discussion

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Does the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Have the potential to substantially degrade the
quality of the environment, substantially reduce
the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a
fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, substantially reduce the L] X L] L]
number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or eliminate
important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory?

As discussed in Section 4.5 Cultural Resources and Section 4.18 Tribal Cultural Resources, the Proposed
Project would have potential impact cultural resources and tribal cultural resources. However, with
implementation of mitigation measure CUL-1, this potential impact would be reduced to a level that is
considered less than significant. In addition, as described in Section 4.4 Biological Resources, the Proposed
Project has the potential to impact special-status plant species, special-status invertebrates, special- status
ampbhibians, special-status and Migratory Bird Treaty Act protected birds, and special- status mammals. In
addition, the Project site possesses aquatic features, and as such the Project may impact the intermittent
drainage, riparian vegetation, and/or aquatic resources/potential waters of the U.S. However, with the
implementation of mitigation measures BIO-1 through BIO-5, these potential impacts to biological
resources will be reduced to a less than significant level.
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Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Does the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

b) Have impacts that are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively
considerable” means that the incremental effects
of a project are considerable when viewed in |:| |X| |:| |:|
connection with the effects of past projects, the
effects of other current projects, and the effects
of probable future projects)?

Implementation of the Proposed Project, in conjunction with other approved or pending projects in the
region, has the potential to result in cumulatively considerable impacts to the physical environment.
However, with implementation of mitigation measures AES-1, BIO-1 through BIO-5, CUL-1, GEO-1, and
HAZ-1 as identified in the relevant subsections of this IS/MND, these potential impacts would be reduced
to a level that is considered less than significant. See section a) and section c) for a summary of Project-
specific mitigation measures to be implemented for the Project.

Less than
Potentially Significant with Less than
Does the Project: Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Q) Have environmental effects that will cause
substantial adverse effects on human beings, |:| |X| |:| |:|
either directly or indirectly?

Direct and indirect impacts to human beings would be less than significant with the implementation of
mitigation measures listed in this IS/MND. Mitigation measures included to mitigate potentially significant
impacts include the mitigation measures explained for potential biological and cultural resource impacts
explained in section a) above, as well as mitigation measures for potential impacts related to aesthetics,
geology and soils, and hazardous materials. Mitigation measure AES-1 is included to prevent aesthetic
impacts due to reflective metal surfaces or otherwise reflective surfaces which may be included in the
Project design. Mitigation measure GEO-1 is included to prevent potential significant impacts to
paleontological or geologically sensitive resources which may be present on the Project site. Mitigation
measure HAZ-1 is included to prevent potentially significant hazardous material impacts by requiring
compliance with the Preliminary Site Assessment (PEA) assessment and mitigation requirements.
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